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To the Lords an 
liament. 


T Lords and noble Gentlemen, You have fully expreſſed 

your Zeal to God and; his Church in making Laws for 
Unity in Faith, and Uniformity in Diſcipline : for, as our Sa- 
viour ſaid, 4 Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand ; ſo 
the ſame may certainly be ſaid of a Church, the reaſon*{being 
the fame for both: And I call the Searcher of all hearts, the God 
of life and. death, to witneſs, that I would moſt readily, yea 
moſt joyfully ſacrifice all I have in this world, my life and all, 
that all Nox-Comformiſts were reduced to our Church. But it 
falls out moſt ſadly that your Laws have not the deſired effect, 
our Church is more and more divided; ſuch is the perverſe na- 
ture of man, Nitz in Vetitun, obſtinately to oppoſe Authority, 
eſpecially when they can pretend the colour of Religion and 
Conſcience ; this carries ſo great an applauſe among the Vulgar 
(2 envious at Superiors) that it is, as it were, Nuts to an Ape, 
weeter to them than any other thing this world affords : for 
yment of this they will endure any thing, impriſonment, 
goods, yea ſometime of life alſo. Aud this is it which 
mainly nauriſhes our Diviſions, gives great- advantage to the 
12 of Popery, and threatens the total ruine of our Church. 


the enj 
loſs 


y who were formerly very zealous for our Church, ſeeing 
theſe our ſad diviſions, and not ſeeing thoſe of the Roman- 
Church, nor their groſs Superſtitions (which their Prieſts con- 
ceal till they have got men faſt)eare eaſily ſeduced by their pre- 
tended Unity, and daily fall from us. This makes my heart to 
bleed, and my ſoul with anguiſh ready to expire, rather than live 
to ſee that diſmal day of] relapſe into their manifold Idolatries. 
Wherefore I humbled my Soul before God in faſting and prayer, 
begging dayly the aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to direct me to 
ſome healing Salve for theſe our bleeding Wounds: and there- 
fore I have ſome reaſon to believe, that what is contained in theſe 
following Papers, comes from the great goodneſs of God, who 
never fails thoſe who ſeek him in humility and ſincerity both, 
which I am confident I have done; and this | at vſure of, that 
no Worldly deſigns have mqgyed me to this, but have often 
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tempted me io give it over; I am alſo ſure, that there is nothing 
contained therein, which is contrary to the known Laws of 
the Land: in this anly I confeſs I have tranſgreſſed, in putting 
it forth without licences and for this I beg of God and you, as 
Naaman did of Eliſba, In this thing the Lord and you pardon 
jour Servant; and I hope you will ſay unto me as Eliſha did un- 
to Naaman, Go in peace; and | fafther hope this ſball not caſt 
ſuch a prejudice upon it, as to make you caſt it by, or read it 
with diſguſt. I do not expect you ſhould approve any thing 
upon the account of my ſeeking Cod in this, but upon my Rea- 
ſons alledged; nor do I expect that upon my Reaſons you 
ſhou'd approve all: yet |} beſeech you ſeriouſly cenſider all, and 
God ot his infinite goodneſs direct you to that which may make 
for the Unity of our Church, by yielding to weak ones (if not 
wilful Ones alſo) as far as pe Reaſon and Conſcience will 
permit: ſure you cannot ſo loath all condeſcention, as not to 
oath more, and deteſt Papal confuſion, which certainly comes 
on apace by our diviſion z and of two evils, both Reaſon and 
Religion require us to chuſe the lefs; now doubtleſs you can- 
not think condeſcention (if evil at all, ſure not) fo evil as Pa- 
pal Idolatry, and that Papiſtry is Idolatry, is ſo clearly proved 
by our Learned Dr. Stillingfieet, as it were loſt labour to ſay 
more of it. Condeſcention may ſeem in ſome reſpeQs impru- 
dent, but whether in this conjuncture of affairs imprudent, I 
beſeech you again conſider well. The Wifeſt men have chan- 
ged their Counſels and Reſolves upon ſecond thoughts, much 
more uponexperience, and approaching evils not at firſt diſco- 
vered. lt is a common thing with Princes when they find their 
main enemies power encreaſe much, to make peace with leſſer 
enemies, on conditions never before to be — Self · pre- 
ſervation being the prime principle in all Creatures rational and 
irrational, ſpringing from Nature it ſelf, it ſhould in nature and 
reaſon over-ballance any other conſideration; and whatever is 
done to this end, if not ſinfully done, muſt needs be wiſely done. 
I moſt humbly beſeech the All-wiſe God, and ſole giver of wiſ- 
dom, to pouiidowu his Holy and Wiſe Spirit upon you. Amer. 


To 


To the R E ADER. 


Hriſtian Reader, ſo I term you, hoping you bave in ſome mea ſure the Spirit 
of Chriſt, and deſire it more, the ſpirit of meckneſs, humility, charuy, not 

10 cenſure my errors, and enveigh ageinjt them, but to pity and endeavonr to re- 

diße them, if you find any; and I aſſure you in the word of a Chriſtian, I ſhall 

4 be far more ready torecant, than to vent an error : If you be not thus Chriftianly 
p diſpoſed, J earnefily beſeech you read no further, for I am ſure you will be diſ- 
; pleas'd with it: and can you thinł it wiſdom to run your ſelf into diſpleaſure ? 
1 enjoy your preſent quiet, and let me reſt. Bus if you be ſo Chriſtianly diſpeſed at I 
5 mentioned , then 14 earneſtly beg of you to proceed, to diſcover my errors and 
3 amend them. But perchance you will ack who I am, why did I not tell you, by 
putting my name to this Pampblet? I will ingennonſly confeſs the cauſe, I im 4 
weak man, of great Paſſions, not able to bear Commendations or Reproach, my 
ſmall ability puts me out of danger of ihe firſt, but in great fear of the later. 
Why then was I ſo forward to publiſh my weakneſs ? to have it cured; yet truly I 
beve not been very forward. for it is now above two years ſince I bad theſe 
tbenghts, in which time I bave read and conferred all I could t0 diſcover if 1 
were in an error, but fer all I yet could meet with, do not find it ſo, but bope all 
] ſay is truth, and that it may be uſeful to the Publique, in this preſent con- 
junfnre of affairs. Therefore I proceed, and in the next place moſt bumbly be- 
ſeech all that read this, to lay a ſide all bias of imereſt or education, both are very 
great, I am ſure I found it ſo very long before Iconld.maſter them, and thet of 
5 education moſt difficult ; were it not ſo, there could not be that di F 
Hf pinion in Cbriſtian Religion, all allowing the Bible for the Rule of Faith, the 
.* Papiſts tbemſalves do not rejed it, but add to it the antbority of the Church. I 
* verily believe there are tbonſand of Papiſts, Lutherans, Calviniſts, both Learu- 
7 ed and Religious, who would lay down their lives for the truth they profeſs, and 
7 yet are divided in opirion meerly by education, having in tbeir youth ſo imprint- 
ed their own opinions in their mind, as you may ſooner ſeparate their body than 

their opinion from their Sonl, Nay, I have heard that among the Turks there 

are many wiſe and moderate perſons that are as zealous to maintain tbeir ri- 
diculonus Alcaron as we eur Bible; which cannot proceed from any thing but 

tbe ſtrong bias of education, which ſo wheels about and intoxieates their 3 

And to ſay ſomembat more particular of our own Nation here, Thoſe that bave 

been educated in that way as io fit at the Communion, and baptixe their Cbil- 

dren wit bout the Croſs, bad ratber omi theſe Sacraments than uſe kneeling or 

the Croſs , and thoſe that hase been educated in kneeling and croſſing, though 

4 they achnowledg they are meer Ceremonies indifferent, yet bad rather omit the 
Secrements, than omit the Ceremonies, juſt as if a man bad rat ber ſtarve than 

. eat bread baked in a Pax, becauſe be bath uſed bread baked in n Oven. So 
* that Religion in manyis really but their bumor, fancy paſſeth for reaſon, ard 


cuſtome 


To the Reader. 


* it more prevalint than any - This is the thing which mokys 
me fear I ſhall meet with very few that will calmly ond indifferenth confider 
what I write, but will preſently ftarile at it ar new and croſs to their G cell 
or to their intereſt, or their reputation, which they value above all, I mes 

efteem and kindneſs of their beſt friends and acqueintence, whoſe taunts aud re- 
proach they connet hear; but I bumbly beſeech them to parſe a while, and lay 
it hy till the paſſion be over, "till they baue maſtered all theſe difficulties. I be- 
ſeeeh them to ſet before their eyes 15 beamy;dbe Ya 4 of Truth, 
the comfort, the —_ * 2 of a clear and redlified Conſci- 
ence z then reſume it and ain. . * ery Piſß, tis not worth 
it, "tis a ridiculous toy, and; ſavers ſomething of the Sectarian : I grant there 
re fome things among the Settarians I approve of, I will not rejeUt and condemn 
any truth witered, or any good ation performed, though ſaid and done by the 
Devil, I confider the things, and if goed, embrace them, whoever utter: them, 
— I drteft bis errors in ober things ; Tou will ſay the ſome then I beſeech 
whether the Papiſts or 


again from xs, tho Yb bor rate Loy 2 
the Be. * ation of my poor ſon! as well ar yours, contemn 
it wt therefore, bus endeavonr to retliſie is; if God bath given you more 


tedg amd wiſivine then-me, be not or kleb laden but tear, and let him that 
minds take heed leſt he fall. Thus I pray for you, de you the like for me, and 
however we Aer in 1 let us accord in Charity, and in Cbriſt J7eſur the 
Redeemer of ws all. Amen. 
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Concerning Articles of Faitb. 


Hat which we commonly V1 the Apoſiles Creed, if 
it were not compoſed by them, vet certainly. by 

Primitive and Apoſtoliok Men, and propoſed as the 

Sum of Chriſtian Faith, the Sum total ncceſſary to 

Salvation: It can't be ſuppoſed ther lest out any 

thing which they thought neceſſary to Salvation, thcy might 

as well have omitted half or all: As one Commandment dro— 

ken is the ſame in eſſect with all, ſo one neceffary Principle 

of Faith denied, cancels all, and ſhuts out from Heaven. When 

I ſpeak of belleving the Apoſtles Creed, I do not mean, that we be- 

lie ve all there contained with a Divine Faith, becauſe it is there contained; 
for we have no aſſurance that the Apoſſles compoſed that Creed; but 
we are ſure all that is in that Creed, is evident in Scripture to any common 
underſtanding 3 therefore we believe all with Divine Faith. But I mention 
this Creed only, to ſhew that the Primitive Church received this as the ſum 
total of Faith neceſſary to Salvation; Why not now? is the ſtate of Salvati- 
on altered? If it be compleat, what needs any other Artices ? Ycu would have 
men imp:ove in Faith, ſo would I; but rather intenſive than extenſive, to con- 
firm it. rather than enlarge it: One found grain of Muſter- feed is better than 
a buſhel of unfound'chathe ſtuff, *Tis good to know all Goſpel-Truths.and- 
to believe them, no doubt of that; but the Queſtion is not what is good, but 
what is neceſſary. I pray remember the treaſurer to Candace, Queen of 
Ethiopia, whom Phipipinſtruccd in the Faithzhis time cf catcchizing was very 
ſhort, and ſoon proceeded to Baptiſm. But Philip fis ſt requir / d a conſt ilion 
of his faith. and the Eunuch made it, and I beſeech you obſerve it; Fbelieve 
that Feſu. Corift is the Son of God: And ſtraitway he was biptized. How? No 
more than this? No more; This little grain of Faith being ſound, believed 
with all his heart, purchaſed the Kingdom of Heaven: Had he believed the 
whole Goſpel with half his heart. it had been of leſs value in the ſight of God; 
Tis not the Quantity, but the Quallity of our Faith God requireth. Eut ſure 
the Eunuch was more fully Inſtructed; It may be you ar ſure cf it, but 1 
could never yet meet with any aſſurance of it, nor any great probability of it; 
I am ſure he ſaw Pbilip no more, and I am ſure Philip required no more, but 


B be pl i2cd 


(2) 

baptized him on this, and had the Eunuch departed this Life in the ſame in- 
ſtant that Philip parted from him, I believe I have better aſſurance that this 
faith would have ſaved theEunuch,than any man hath that he everwas 
more: See 1 Job. 4. 2, Every ſpirit tbat e b that Feſu/ Cbriſt is come 
fleſh,is of God: But the more the better ſtill i gtant, though no more neceſſary. 
Haſt thou more Faith, ha ve it to thy ſelf before God:beppy is be who condemmeth 
not bimſelf in the thing which. be allowedh 3 happy is be who is thankful to God 


for having received much, anddeſpiſethh not bim that hath received little : 
God diſpenſeth his gifts and graces according to his free Will and Pleaſure : 
nor doth he require more of any Man than according to the proportion he 


hath given, no more ſhould "* | | 

Nothing hath cauſed more miichief in the Church, than the efubiiſking new 
and many Articles of Faith, and zx<quiring all to aſſent unto them. lam wil- 
ling to believe, that zcalous Men endeavoured this with pious inteations to 
ote that which they conceived Truth; but by impoſing it on the Diſ- 
ſenters, cauſed furious Wars, and lamentable Blood-ſhed among ians, 
Brother fighting ageinſt Brother, and Murtheriag each other. Can there be 
any thing more irrational than to endeavour to promote the truth of the 
Goſpel contrary. to the Laws of theGoſpel? To break an evident Command- 
ment to eſtabliſh a doubeful Truth? I, doubtfal to him on whom it is 
impoſed, though ſeeming clear to him that impoſes it. If it were fully expreſs d 
in Setipture - words; there would need no new Expreſſion, no new Article; 
iſ ie be not fully expreſt in Scripture, but deduc'd from Scripture-expreffions, 
then what one ian thinks cleanly ded uc d, another may think not ſoz Imean, 
not another ignorant and: weak, but as learned, and as able. What more 
common than in Divinity and Philoſophy Schools, one cries, this is a clear 
Demonſtration; another cries, no ſuch matter, but flatly denies it? Mens 
underſtandings are as various as their Speech or their Countenance, other wiſe 
it were i ble there ſhould be ſo many underſtanding and moderate, yea, 
and conſcencious Men alfo, Psprftr, Lutherans Calvinifts all in ſuch Oppoſition 
one againſt another, all believing Scripture,yet ſo differing in the deductions 
— Fruly, I think him very defective in charity, however he 
abound in Faith, who thinks all Pepiſts,or Lutbersns,or Calvinifts maliciouſly 
or wilfully blind. 
As ſor my part, I think nothing can be more clearly deduc'd fromScripture, 
nothing more fully expreſs'd in Scripture, nothing more ſuitable to Natural 
Reaſon,than that no Man ſhould be forc'd to believe, for no Man can be forc'd 
to believe; you may force a man to ſay this or that, but not to believe it. 
Firſt,as to Reaſon:If you bring 2 man an evident Demonſtration, and he hath 
2 Btain to underſtand your Demonſttation, he can't but aſſent to it. If you 
hold a cleat Printed Book with a cleare andle to a man of clear Eyes and able 
to Read. he will e rtainly Read 3 but if the Print be not clear, or the Candle, 


ar his ſight not clear, or he not Learned · to Read, can your force * . 
ea 
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(3) 


| > And juſt ſo it bk with our-underflending;which ls the eye of our Soul, 
. — being us a candle to give if then your demonſtra- 
tion or deductioa, or his underſtanding he not , or he not learned, you 
may with a club daſh out bis brains, but never clear them. He then that be- 
lieves theScripture,can't but believe whatyou clearly demonſtrate fromScrip- 
ture, if he hath clear brainszif he hath not, your force may puzle and puddle his 
brains more by the paſſion of anger and hatred,make him abhor you and your 
arguments,but never lovingly embrace you or them : and thus you may ha- 
zard his Soul by hatred, and your own Soul alſo by provoking him to it, but 
never ſave hisSoul by a true belief. But purchance you will conclude,he doth 
not bclieve the Scripture, becauſe he doth not believe your arguments from 
Scripturez(a ſtrange concluſion)but what then? would you, can you force him 
to believe the Scripture ? can you drive faith like a nail into his head or heart 
with a hammer? nay, *tis not in a mans own power to make himſelf believe 
any thing farther then his reaſon ſhews him, much leſs divine things; this is 
the peculiar work of Grace 3 and if Faith be the gift of God, your Argument 
cannot give it, nor your Hammer force it; Arguments may be good Induce- 
ments, and if right, will prevail with thoſe to believe whomGod hath ordain- 
ed to Eternal Life, but no other Preaching the Word is the means God 
himſelf hath appointed, but as for force, I can't find in theGofpel either com · 
mandment or countenance given for it. If the Scriptuce command to ſpeak 
the truth in love, to inſtru our Brother in the ſpirit of mecknels; if we are te 
pray and beſeech him to receive theGrace ofGod,can any thing be more con- 
trary toScripture Rule, than force and violenceꝰto what purpoſe then is force, 
ſince it cannot make him believe the Goſpel ? and if he doth believe the Go- 
ſpel, he will,I am ſure, he cannot chuſe but believewhar you olearly ſhe w him is 

contained there( ſuppoſinghis brain to be clear );andlam alfo ſure, if he believe 

what is clearly contained. he need not believe any thing elſe. The Scripture 

is our Rule of Faith compleat and full, the Scripture it ſelf tells us ſo, Job. 20. 

31. Theſe things are written thatyou might believe, ani believing ye might have life; 

and our Savioyr tells us, '[bet in them we bave Eternal Life, Fob. 5. 39. and 

2 Tim. 3. 15. St. Paul tells us, Te Seriptures are able to make ns wiſe unto ſalva- 

tion through Faiib which it in Chriſt Feſus, al Scripture is given by fnſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for dodrine, for tia | for correflion, for Haſtradbion in 
rigbteouſneſ;,that the man of God may be perfect, tbrowghly fierniſhed unto all good 
wor. And I beſeech all men further to conſider what is ſaid, Dext.12. 32.Thox 


ſhalt nxt add thereto nor diminiſh from it, and likewiſe how they will avoid the 


curſe in the laſt of the Revelations, if they add to the words there written 2 
and ſurely *tis the ſame crime to add to any other Book of Scripture. If it be 
anſwered, They do not require us to believe it to be Scripture. I reply, I bey 
require men to believe it asScripture, withDivine Faith, which is as bad, they 
make their own words equal with Gods word; or if they ſay, they require 
not Divine Faith, then I am ſure it is 3 matter of Salvation whether I believe 

2 it 


(4) a 
it or no, humane Faith cannot ſave. Thus you ſee how 82 how 
in 


irtational, how impious it ia, to. requite a man to believe any thing more than 
is clearly contained in Scripture 3 gndit it be clearly contained there, he that 
b=!1:ves Scripture and ſees it clearly contained there, can't but believe it; if 
he do not (ce it clearly contained there, you can“ force either his ſight or his 
Faith. Your force may make him blindergbat never ſee clearer ; may make 
him an Hypocrite, no true Convert, 
Again, I delire all men ſoberly to conſider. Are not the prime and moſt ne” 
ceſſary Principles of Faith, the Trinity, three Perſons and one God, the Incar; 
nation of Jeſus Chtiſt, the ſame p:1ſun to be God and Man, the Reſurcection o 
the Drad, that we ſhall riſe with the ſame Body, when one body may be eaten 
andconverted into ſeveral bodies, and ſuch like: Are they not things far above 
the higheſt reaſon and ſharpeſt underſtanding that ever had Man; yc.i we be- 
believe them, becauſe God (who cannot lye) hath declared them: is it not 
then a ſttange thing for any man to take upon him to declare one tittle more 
of them than God hath declared, lecing we undetſtand not what is declared? 
I mean we have no comprehenſi ve knowledg of the matter declared, but only 
a bclieving knowledg, our Faith not our reaſon reaches it: the Apoſtles by 
the Scriptures teach us this,not the Schools by Syllogiſms. If then our Rea- 
ſon undestiands not what is declared, How can we by Reaſon make any de- 
duction by way of Argument from that which we underſtand not? As for 
Example: Some hold, That the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father and 
the Son 3 ſome, that he proceeds from the Father by the Son. I pray,Doth 
any man underſtand how the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father,from the 
Son, or by the Son? no certainly: how then can he affirm or believe a tittle 
more of the Holy Ghoſt than the Holy Ghoſt hath declared, ſeeing, as I ſaid, 
he underſtands not at all what is declared?Diſcouſe muſt be of things intel- 
ligible, though Faith believes thiogs not intelligible.Can any man prove, that 
Rotation and Circulation are all one, who underſtands not what Rotation 
or Circulation is? the like may be ſaid of proceſſion or miſſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, The Scripture plainly tells, That the HolyGhoſt proceeds from the 
Father, and that he is ſent by the Father, that he is ſent alſy by the Son; but 
whether he proceeds from the Son or by the Son, the Scripture is ſilent, and 
I am therefore ignorant, having no knowledg at all of any Divine Myſteries 
but from the Scriptures. I grant, That by rational deductions and humane 
way of argumenting, *tis probable, that the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the 
Son as from theFather;z but if in Divine matters we once give way to humane 
deductions, a cunning Sophiſter may ſoon lead a weak Diſputant into many 
Errors. By humane deduQion you may infer,that the Son is inferior to the 
Father as begocten by him,theHoly Ghoſt inferior to both, being ſent by both; 


with us the leſs is ſent by the greater; by humane deduction, from three di- 
flinct perſons you may prove three diſtin ſubſtances; I hope you will make 
no ſuch inferences in the Divine perſons. Again, What a buſineſs have the 


School- 


ſound words, theſe are ſafez human words in divine and high Myſteries, are 


($3 


School- Men mad: about theſe words of our Saviour, This is my body: with 
their predicathm, and ſubjectum, and copuls, and individunm vagum in the pro- 
noun TT. Innamerable are their intricate impertinencies in this matter, and 
in their concluſions. The Papiſts hold Chriſt to be preſent in the Sacrament 
Tranſubſt antialiter; the Latberens, Conſubſt antialiter; the Calviniſts, Sacramen- 
taliter; and yet all confeſs they underſtand none of theſe ways; as St. Pawl 
faith, Deſiring to be Teachers, they underit and not wh t they ſay, neither whereof 
tbey affirm, 1 Tim. 1. 7. Had th: Scripture afirmed any of theſe ways, we 
ought to have ſubmitted our reaſon in things above reaſon, though we under- 
ſtand them not, and 't is reaſonable fo to do; bat to go about to prove by rea- 
ſon what is above reaſon, is wonderful; and to diſcourſe of what we nnder- 
ſtand not, is doubtleſs a ſpice of madneſs; and the concluſions we draw from 
ſuch diſcourſes, muſt needs be very dangerous, we following the ignem fatuum, 
the uncertain light of Human reaſon in divine matters, ſo totally beyond our 
reach. Wheretore we have no other ſaſe way to ſpeak of D. vine matters, but 
in Scripture-language, iyſiſi ais verbis, with the very ſame words, according 
to that, 2 Tin. 1 13, Hold f aſt the form of ſound w:rds which thou haſt beard 
of me in faith : Mark, Hd ft not only the matter of faith, but the form of 


dangerous: Man can no mare ſet them forth in human words, than expreſs 
the Divine ſubſtance by human painting; *cis the ſole work of the Holy Ghoſt 
who is alſo Divire. ; | 
There hath not been a greater plague to Chriſtian Religion, than School-di- 
vinity, where men take upon them the liberty to propoſe new Qqeſtions, make 
nice diſtinctions and raſh concluſions of Divine matters, tolling them up and 
down with their tongues like Tennis balls; and from hence proceed all the 
dangerous Hereſies, and cruel bickerings about them, falling trom words to 
blows. The firſt Divinity-School we read of, was ſet up at Alexandris by 
Pantæuns; and from thence ſoon after ſprang forth that damnable Hereſie ot 
the Arrizns, which over-ran all Chriſtendom, and was the cauſe of deſtruction 
to many millions of Chriſtians both body and ſoul. The Here ſi:s before 
this were ſo groſs and fenſual, that none took them up but diſſolute or frantic 
people, and ſoon vaniſht : but after this School ſubtil way of arguing was 
brought into Chriſtianity, Hereſie grew more refined, and fo ſubtil, that the 
plain and pious Fathers of the Church knew not how to lay hold of it, and re- 
preſs it, the School-diſtinctions and evaſions quite baſfled them: and theſe So- 
phiſters, proud of their conqueſt, triumphed and carried away a ſpecious ap. 
pearance of Truth as well as Learning (or rather cunning), inſomuch that 
many godly perſons were alſo deluded and fell in unto them, and many of their 
Here ſies continue unto this day. This great bane of the Church took its 
riſe from hence: Many of the Primitive Doors and Fathers bcing converted 
from Heatheniſm, and having by long and great Induſtry acquired much 
knowledg in natural Philoſophy, Antiquity, Hiſtory, and ſubtil Logick or 
Saphiſtry, were very unwilling to abandon quite theſe the ir long ſtudiæd and 
dcarly 


jd Nenn beloved Sciences, (ſalſiy ſo called) and therefore tran 
| «Chriſtianity, applyinog their School-terms, diſtinQions, Sy 
„Divine matters; intending perchance,throygh indiſereet. zcal, 


0 


Philoſopby and vain de 
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them into 


Wes, dee to 
l e it toilluſtrate and 
imbelliſh Chriſtian knowledg with ſuch Artificial forms and figures, but ra- 
ther defaced and ſpoyled it yz which the wiſdom of St. Paul well forclaw, and 
therefore fore warned us of ity Col. 2. 8. Beware left any man ſpoil you thr 
crit, aſter the tradition of men, after the Rudiments of the 
World, and not after Chriſt. I humbly conceive it had been far better for them, 
and all Chriſtendom, had they determined with St. Paul, To know notbing but 
Chrift and bim Cracificd , and not to intermingle mans Wiſdem and excellency 
of ſpeech with Divine Knowledg and Scripture Doctrine, which is to be taught 
by the demonſtration of the Spirit and of power, as it is ſet forth, i Cor. a. not with 
Logical SyHogiſms and Sophiſlical Enthymems 3 ſor as the wiſdom of God 


was foolifhnels to the Greeks and Gentiles, ſo the wiſdom of the Greeks and 


Gentiles was fooliſhneſs to God, and deſtruQion to his Church; who by the 
fooliſhnels of preaching bad overcome all their wiſdom, and captivated their 


. underſtandings in obedience to the Faith. But when the Chriſſian Doctors 


of Chriſlian:Emperors, had he purſued his own intentions to 1 all 


left this plain and: ſimple way of preaching, and fell to cunning difputing, in- 
troducing new forms of ſpeech and nice expreſſions of their own coyning, ſome 
approving, ſome oppoſing them, great Diſcords, Wars and Confuſions ſoon 
followed. Had that moſt Prudent.and moſt Pious Conſtant ine the firſt and beſt 


diſputes and all new queſtions of God the Son, both Homoeonfien and i 


fiex, and commanded all to acquicſce in the very Seripture - expreſſions, with- 
out any addition, I am confident the Arrian Hereſie had ſoon expired 3 but 


by continual diſputation, the heat of Paſſion was raiſed, and the matter pur- 


| ſued with far more violence, which at length grew into rancour and malice 


irreconcileable : For ſore godly Biſhops (I humbly conceive more zealous 
than diſcreet) would not reſt ſatisfied unleſs the Arrian were forced eitherito 


| ſubſcribe to the new word . Homoowſiar, or to quit their Livings; and this cau- 


ſed that great Perſecution againſt the Orthodox, where the Arriaur prevailed 
whereas by ſilence impoſed on all parties, the malice, rancour, perſecution, war, 
all had been prevented, and the Truth ſpoken in love, would at length maſt pro- 
bably have prevailed : For, was not the Goſpel at firſt planted this way ? 


preaching, and praying men to receive it? by this way of weakneſs it prevailed 
for the weak things of God are ſtronger than men. But when men will be wiſer 
than God, and in their fooliſh wiſdom think it fit to add their ſtrength to 


Gods weakneſs, as a ſpeedier and ſurer way to eſtabliſh the Truth, God to 
convince them of their folly, ſuffers that ſtrong man the Enemy of the Goſpel 
( whom none but his Almighty Arm can bind and maſter ) to come and ſowe 


his cares of diviſion, which ſoon over-runs the good ſeed of the Church, and 


brings all to confuſion, 
i But 


C7) | 
Bot what then? Would I have all heretical Opinions broach'd and ſpread” 
abroad without any Controul? Are not Princes and Magiſtrates to be Nurſing 
Fathers unto the Church ? Muſt they not add the power of theSword to that 
of the word? Nat bold the Sword in vain, but for the puniſhment of evil Do- 
Kc. All this I grant, and defire as much es any man, that both Prince and 
Paſiar would hold faft the Faith once delivered to the Saints, fully declared and 
contained in Scripture; let them ſuffer no new Doctrine to be ſet on foot,cer- 
tainly ſuperfluous, (the Scripture being all. ſuſicient) and probably dangerous, 
28 being of Man, and not of God, who having given us a compleat Rule of 
Faith and Life,by his Prophets, Apofiles, and his only Son, we have no reaſon 

to believe any New Doctrine proceeds from him z theacfore St. Pan is very 
bold, and crieth out, an Angel from Heaven Preach unte you any other Goſpel . 
tbes is already preac bed, let him be accurſed, The Magiſtratc then is to counte - 
nance and protect the Paftor preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, to ſilence, op- 
poſe, puniſh all that preach any thing contrary, or not clearly contained inthe 
Goſpel. Hereſics never at firſt appear in their own natural ſhape, but diſguiſed 
with ſpecious pretences drawn from ſome obſcure places of Scripture, capable 

of various Interpretations, and thus having Sagen footing, by degrees they 
lay aſide their Diſguiſes, and march on bare - fac d. Therefore both Paſtor and 
Magiſtrate ought to be very watchful: and oppoſe all beginnings ever ſo ſpe- 
cious as dangerous, or at leaft ſuperfluous, as I faid. Let the Paſtors at firſt 
endeavour by plain and ſound DoQtrineto ſtop the mouths of Galn- ſayers but 

if theſe turbulent ſpirits will not be ſtopt, neither by Admonitions nor Entrea- 
ties, then let the Paſtors proceed to the power of the Keys; which, were it 

T uſed with that Gravity and Severety as it was in the Primitive times, would 

4 have great effect ; that is, were it uſed ina ſolemn Aﬀembly, by the Reverend 

5 Biſhop and his Clergy, (not by Lay- Chancellors and their Surrogates) and the 
perſon Excommunicated and ſhut out of the Church, were likewiſe excluded 
from all converſation and commerce, every one ſnunning his company as a per- 

ſog infected with the Plague, (ſoit was of Old, and ſo it ought to be now, and 
ſoit would be now, if Men made anyconſcience of their ways this I am confi- 
dent would reduce many a one: But if after this, any perſevere in their perverſes 

4 neſs, then theMagiſtrate may doubtleſs by his Power, uſẽed withChriſtian mode- 
ration, endeavour to ſtop the ſpreading of the Contagion, and do what in wiſ- 
dom he thinks meet to preſer ve the purity and peace of Church and S ate urging 
againſt them that Scripture, Hiſt thou Faitth?bave it to thy ſelf before Ged, Rom. 
14. 22. Or that, Give none offence neither #0 the Few nor to the Gentile, nor to the 
Church of God, 1 Cor.10.32. Or that, Gal. 5. 12. I eld they were even cut off 
that trouble you. St. Paul was not here in jeſt, but in great carncit, as appears 

by his continued fervency all along this Epiſtle;and doubtleſs he means not here 

a cutting off from the Church by way of Excommunication, for that was in 
his power to do; Why then ſhould he wiſh it? Nay, they had cut themſelves 
off from the Church before; ceatainly,then he means a cutting off by the Civil 


Power; > 


.% 
_ 
* 
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Power, which then was Heathen, and therefore St. Paal would not have it 
made uſe of by Chriſtians; for he would not allow them to appeal to ubbehic- 
ving Magiſtrates, no not in civil things, 1Cor.6. much leſs in Spiritual thin 
W heretare when St. Paul wiſhes they were cut oſſ, he wiſhes there were a ft- 
ting Power, that is, a Chiiltian Magiſtaate to puniſh or baniſh thoſe that trou- 
ble the Church of Chriſt with Doctrines apparently contrary to the cleat Text, 
and ſuch as are deſtructive to Chriſtianity 3 I dare go no further. But as for 
| thoſe who keep their erroneous Opinions to themſelves, who neither publiſh 

nor practice any thing to the diſturbance of the Church or State, but only re- 
fuſe to conſorm to the Churches eſtabliſned Doctrine or Diſcipline, pardon 
me if 1 ſay, that really I cannot find any warrant, or ſo much as any hint from 
the Goſpel, to uſe any force to compel them; and from Reaſon ſure there 
is na Motive to uſe Force; becauſe, (as I ſhe ved before) Force can't make a 


man believe your Doctrine, but only as an Hypocrite,Profeſs what he believes 
not. 


1 know full well, there is a common Objection againſt this, taken from 
St. Auſtin, who was long of my Opinion, but ſcems to be altered on this pcca- 
kcn. Some Hereticks Doxatiſts, came to him in his latter days, and gave 
thanks, that the Civil Power was made uſe of to reſtrain them; coafclling, 
that was the Means which brought them to conſider more calmly their own 
forma vagant Opinions, and ſo brought them home to the true Church. 
rin is eaſily auſwered. Firſt, the Doxatifts are well known to have 
been a , not only erroneous in judgment, but very turbulent in Behavicur, 
always in ſeditious Practices; and in that caſe I ſhew*d before how the Civil 
Magiſtrate may proceed to Puniſhment 3 but our caſe is not in reprelling ſe- 
ditious Practiſcs, hut enforcing a Confeſſion of Faith, quite of another na- 
ture. Then Secondly, to anſwer more particularly this ſtory, I ſuppoſe there 
is no man ſuch a ſtranger to the World, as to be ignorant that there are Hy- 
poc . ĩtes in it; and ſuch (forought we know) theſe ſeeming converted Donatiſts 
migat be, who for love of the World more than for love of the Truth, ſorſock 
their heretical Profethon,thougi: not their Opinion; who, conſcious to them- 
ſelves of thcir own Dithmulation, and defirous to get favour with St. Auſtin, 
a Pet ſon of great Veneration, and Authority withall, related unto him this 
ſpecious Story, which St. Aaſtin's great Charity was apt to believe, as St. Paul 
ſaith, bclievetb all things ,, and from hence concludeth, that it might be wol 
to uſc the Power of the Civil Sword, to reduce Hereticks to the Church. But 
unleſs it can be evidenced that theſe Doxatitts hearts were changed as well as 
their Profethon (a thing impoſſible to prove )all this proves nothing. Thirdly, 
Put the Caſe their Hearts were really changed as to matter of Belict, "tis evi- 
dent their Hearts were very wordly (till, groveling on the Earth, not one ſtep 
ncarer Heaven; our Saviour faith, An evil Tree briugeth not forth good Ferit; 
and ſurc thcis Hearts was evil, which was far more moved for the quiet enjoy- 
ment of this Worlds good, than for the ble ſſed enjoy ment of Chriſt. Fourth- 
ly, Tovugh we f:rther grant, that the pruning of the Magiſtrates Sword w_ 
 xeally 
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really correct the vitiouſueſs of the Tree, and made it bring forth ſome go 
For ſhall we do evil that 1 may come of it ? God forbid, ſaith Saint 
Paul. Pat the caſe Malchws had been converted by St. Peters cutting off his 
car, this would not have excuſed St. Peters act, which our Saviour ſo 
ſharply reproved and threatned with pron by the Sword, and gave 
him the reaſon why he ought not to uſe the Sword in his cauſe, Thinkeft 
bon that I cannot pray unto my F ather, and be will preſently give me more than 
twelve legions of Angels ? Cault thou do any thing more prejudicial to the 
honour of my Godhead , than to think I want the help uf man to de- 
fend me? And according to this may our Saviour ſay, Thinkeſt thou that 
I cannot pray unto my Father, and he ſhall give me more tian twelve mil- 
lions of Souls to worſhip my Name ? or canſt thou do an thing, to cclipſe 
more the power and glory of the Goſpel, which I have ordained to be ſet 
up by wea%neſs and fooliſhneſs of Preaching, and thereby to ſubdue both 
the wiſdom of the Greeks, and the power of the Gentiles? as I my ſelf 
have conquered all Enemies by preaching and ſuffering, ſo muſt my Dil- 
ciples tread in my ſteps. And juſt ſo we find that the Goſpel was moſt mi- 
raculouſly advanced over all the World by preaching and ſuffering for it, 
not by compelling others to it. *Tis evident, that upon preaching of the 
Goſpel, as many as were ordained by God to eternal Ae, believed: and 
ſurely thoſe who are not ordained by God to eternal de, can never be 
brought thither by the ordinance or power of Man : wherefore when the 
Miniſters have preached and praycd, they have performed all they can 
do; the reſt muſt be left to the Juſtice or Mercy of God, who hath mercy 
on whom be will bare mercy, and whom be will be berdneth: ſo that the 
ſharpeſt ſword in this World ſhall not enter their heart more than an 
Adamant. 

All this I fay in reference to compelling men to believe or conform, 
ſtill reſerving to the Magiſtrate power, according to Scripture, to puniſh 
evi} doers, not evil believers; not who think, bur do publith or do pra- 
ctice ſomething to ſubvert the Fundamentals of Religion, or diſturb the 
Peace of the State, or injure their Neighbour. God, the only ſearcher ot 
hearts, reſerves unto himſelf the puniſhment of evil thoughts, of evil be- 
lief, which man can never have a right cognizance of; for the greateſt 
N may be the greateſt Atheiſt. But ſhall the Magiſtrate conceive 

e hath ſufficient warrant to puniſh alſo evil believers, and ſhall proceed 
toexccution z or on that pretence ſhall puniſh true believers? the Scripture 
is mort clear, that the Subject is bound to ſubmit, and bear it with all Chri- 
ſian Patience, to the loſs of Goods, Liberty, or Life, not only patiently 
to bear it, but to rejoyce in it; and I am furc if he hath any true Religion 
and right underſtanding in him, he will rejoyce on his own behalf, be- 
cauſe is reward is exceeding great : Therefore whoever under pretence 

ct Religion raiſes any Tumult, * takes up Arms againſt the Magiſtrate 


to 


to preſerve himſelf from perſecution 3 abſolutely declares himſelf, either 
« ftark Fool, or a ftark Atheiſt; either he believes there is no ſuch Re- 
ward, or is mad to reject the opportunity of gaining it; and fo at the 
belt is fit for Bedlam, at the worſt for the Gallows : now let him chuſe. 


An Appendix to the former Subject. 


Efore I leave this matter of Impoſing new Articles of Faith, I deſire 
to ſpeak a word or two concerning the Authority of Councils and 
Fathers in relation to it. 

When the Superſtitions and the Abuſes of the Popiſh Church, eſpecially 
in the matter of Induigences, grew ſo very groſs, as not longer to be endu- 
red, Luther, Melandon, Oecolompadius, Bucer, and divers other oppoſed them: 
and coming to diſpute with their Adverſarics about theſe things, the Popiſh 
Doctors having no Scripture for their Errors, quoted ſeveral Fathers and 
Councils, to give countenance unto them. The Evangelical Doftors ( fo 
called, becauſe they chiefly urged Evangelium the Goſpel, for the defence of 
their Doctrine) were ryoſt of them bred up from their infancy in the Po- 
piſh Church, and therein taught even to adore all Councils and Fathers, 
and (Education heing of great force to command and awe both the Wills 
and Judgments ob nen) made them very ſhie and timorous to reje that 
authority which they had long reverenced: in modeſty therefore ſome of 
the Evangelicel Doftors were content to admit the authority of Fathers 
and Councils for three or four of the firſt Centuries, ſome admitted five or 
fix, whereby they were reduced ſometimes to great ſtreights in their Diſpu- 
cations : For though neither all, nor half the Popiſh Errors, can be found in 
the Councils and Fathers of theſe Centuries, yet ſome of them were c 
very early into the Church. This Superſtition of the Croſs and Chryſne 
was ig uſe in the ſecond Century. Millenery Error got footing about 
that time. The neceſſity of Infants receiving the bleſſed Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, came in ſoon after. About the fourth Century there was ſome 
touches in Oratory Sermons,by way of Rhetorical Ejaculations, like prayin 
to Saints; but long after came to be formally uſed, as now in Churches: An 
ſo Superſtitions came in, ſome at one time, and ſome at another. The Papiſts 
t elves do not receive all theſe Errors, but reject ſome; as that of the 


Milleneries, and the neceſſity of Infants receiving the Lords Supper. Now 


I ask firſt the Papiſts, By what rule they retain ſome of theſe things, and re- 
ject others? Secondly, 1 ask the Evangelical, By what rule they fubqit to 
the Authority of ſome Centurics, and refuſe others? Both will anſwer me, 
Becauſe they believe ſome to be erroneous, ſome to be orthodox. Whereby 
tis evident, that neither ſubmit to Fathers Authority as commanding their 
gments > but receive their Opinions as agreeing with their Judgments 3 


this.is evidently true, and clearly rational, and fully agrees with the RE 
given 


+ 


* 
* 
P 
* 
. 
* 
* 5 
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have been ſo ſcrupulous in this matter, ſeeing there is ſcarce any one Father 
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ven by ſome of the Fathers, as St. Cyprian and St. Anſtin,two as generally 
—. a0 deleredh re vetrenced as any The Chriſtian Church. 81. pries 
tells us that the very Prepoſites (which we call Biſhop) is to be guided By his 
own reaſon and conſcience, and reſponſible only to God for his Doctrine. 
St. Axftin tells us, that he ſubmits to no Doctor of the Church ever ſo learn- 
ed, ever ſo holy, any further then he proves his Doctrine by Scripture or 
reaſon, and defires none ſhould dootherwiſe by him; this is plain and rational 
dealing 3 had the Evangelical Doctors taken this courſe in the beginning, 
they had faved themſelves from many intricate troubles which their in-bred 
over-reverence to antiquity intangled them in : But ſure they needed not 


whoſe Authority the Papiſts themſelves do not in ſome particular or other 
reject, though other whiles when he ſpeaks for them, they cry ic up to that 
height, as if it were even a matter of damnation not to ſubmit unto it. I 
ſay not this as if I would have antiquity wholly reject ed, by no means, but 
to conſult the Fathers with great regard as Expoſitors of Scriptures,and at- 
tentively obſerve what they ſhew us from thence. I am not of thoſe who 
admire the great knowledg in divine matters revealed in this latter of 
the world: I do not think there are any now ſo likely te diſcover the truth 
of Goſpel myfteries as thoſe of ancient days. As for that ſaying, A Pigmy ſet 


on a Giants ſhoulder; may ſee more than the Giant: pardon me if 1 call it a 


ſhallow and a filly fancy, nothing to our purpoſe; for our queſtion is not of 
ſeeing more, but of the clear diſcerning and 3 thoſe things we 


all ſee, but are in doubt what they mean: if a and a Giant ſee 
a Beaſt at a miles diſtance, and are in difpute whether it be a Horfe or an 
Oxe, the Pigmy ſet on the Giants ſhoulder, is never the nearer difcerning 
what it is, which depends on the ſharpneſs of fight, not the height of his 
ſhou!ders : Now that the antient and holy Fathers of the Church were more 
ſpiritual, and conſequently ſharper ſighted in ſpiritual things than we car- 
nal creatures of this latter age,is evident by their Spriritual holy Lives : The 
natural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God peitber can be know then, 
becanſt they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 14. And how natural, how car- 
nal, how purblind we are, is too too viſible,Befides, a purblind man near the 
object, will diſcern it better than a much ſharper fight at a greater diſtance, 
as we are: For if you ask tnoſe lofty conceited Pigmies, why they give 
more credit to the Fathers ci the ſecond and third Century, than to thoſe 
of the ſixth or ſeventh; they anfwer, Becauſe thoſe that lived nearer the 
days of Chrift and his Apoſtles, are likelyer to know their minds better than 
thoſe of remoter and corrupted Ages; the reaſon is good, but mightily con- 
founds thoſe who live at the very ſpot of the Hill in the valley of darknefs 
and in all Iniquity, and therefore not ſo likely to diſcern the truth of the 
Doctrine of Chrift, preach't on the top of Mount Sinai, as thoſe who liyed 
in higher aſcents. Wherefore 1 ſhall always hearken with due reverence 
unto what thoſe Primitive Holy Fathers deliver, and the more holy and 
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more ancient, doubtleſs more to be . And yet ſeeing that Feu eur, 
and before him Papizs, held to be a Diſciple of St. Fobn the Apoſtle, taught 
the error of the Milleneries, rejected now by all the Church, why might not 
others do ſo as well asthey ? and therefore there can be no certainty of their 
Doctrine farther than they ſhew us clearly from Scripture, which ought to 
be our only Rule of Faith, as I ſhewed before. But in any point of Religi- 
on, either of Faith or Diſcipline, ifafter diligent and humble ſearch of Scrip- 
ture, the matter be doubtful, then certainly I would ſo much reverence an- 
tiquity as to embrace what I found approved of by the greater number of 
ancient Fathers ; and what I found generally approved by them, though 
my own Judgment did much incline to the contrary, yet I would receive 
ic, unleſs it appeared to me flatly oppoſite to Scripture, which we believe to 
be the Word of God ; then it were damnation in me to forſake that, and 
hearken to the words of Fathers on earth, or Angels coming from Heaven, 
till they could make me underſtand their word agreed with Gods ward. 1 
muſt be ſaved by Faith in God and Chrift, and not by faith in Men or An- 
gels. And now I (hall be bold to make this aſſertion ; That the Man who 
reads Scripture humbly and attentively, faſts and prays to God carneſtly 
ch ſuil-e is Paſtors and Teachers carefully and modeſtly, and yet after all 
C in ſome, error by blind ignorance and miſtake of Scripture (if 
ſu. . thing was, or ever will be ſuffered by the infinite goodneſs of 
God) that Man ſhall ſooner be ſaved, than he who receives a true opi- 
nion from the Authority of Men, which he ſoberly conceives to be con- 
trary to Scripture z for tis all one to him, as if it were really ſo ; all things 
are unclean to him that believes them unclean, ſo all things are dam- 
nable to him that believes them damnable, as he muſt do who believes 
them flatly contrary. to Scripture. Let no man count me a Libertine in fait 
becauſe 1 would neither compel, nor be compelled to ſubmit tothe Doctrines 
of Men. Itruſt in God, no Man ſhall out-go me in zealoas contending for 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints, once for all, never to receive any new 
Doctrine, any other Goſpel than that preached by Cöriſt and his Apoſtles, 
herein Iam no Libertine; by God's gracious aſſiſtance, neĩthet men nor An- 
els hall make me recede from one tittle of this, nor to embrace with divine 
or one tittle more than this, for doubtleſs it is far greater Idolatry to be- 
lieve in Man, than to ſacrifice to Man; more to give him my heart, than my 
hand. And yet notwithſtanding all this, no Man is forwarder than my 
ſelf to receive from other humane docttines as humane; that is, I believe it 
is not only poſſible but probable alſo, that another may have more natural un- 
derſtanding, more acquired learning than my ſelf, and fo may find out that 
in Scripture, or from Scripture, or by reaſon, which I cannot do my lelf : 
but yet can have no poſſible aſſurance that the Doctrine he delivers to me 
is abfolutely true, becauſe I have aſſurance that *tis poſſible for him to err, 
and then I can have no aſſurance hut that be may ctr in that very Doctrine 
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he now delivers me, There is no Man I ever heard or read of, to 
whom I could more readily ſubmit than to St. Aaſtin, a perſon of · won- 
derful ſharpneſs in underſtanding, and yet of great modeſty; no way 
aſſecting to take new Opinions, much leſs to impoſe them on others. 
Now I pray conſider, how can we have aſſurance of any Doctrine he 
delivers more than another? I mean aſſurance from his own authority or 
reaſon (what he delivers from Scripture authority is another matter); we 
believe St. Awftin erred in ſome things whereof he was moſt confident 3 he 
believed it abſolutely neceſſary for Children to receive the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper, as I ſaid; he believed it a direct hereſie to hold there 
were any Antipodes : Landlant iu another great Wit and great Scholar, be- 
lieved the like, with divers others. Who then can doubt but that they 
might be miſtaken in other things alſo? Wherefore let God be true, and 
all men lyars, in this ſenſe, to deliver lyes materially 3 that is falſities for 
truths. 

What I have ſaid of Fathers, muſt certainly hold good of Councels allo, 
though ever ſo General, ever ſo Primitive; for this and that Father may, 
and haveerred ; ſurely then that and that may alſo err : I can have no 


* aſſurance in Men, nor can I be ſaved by faith in Men. The general Obje- 
 Qion made againſt this, is, The promiſe which Chriſt made unto his 


Church, That the getes of Hell ſhoxld not prevail againſi , and that be would 
be with the Apoſtles unto the Worlds end. As for that other ſaying of our 
Saviour, He that will not bear the Church, Jet him be to tbee as an Heathen and 
4 Publicen, I can't but wonder that Men of any brains or modeſty ſhould 
ſo groſly abuſe this ſaying, ſpoken of ſeveral differences between Man and 
Man, to be referred to the termination of the Church, that is the Con- 
gregation of the Faithful, which they uſualty and by order ſhould aſſemble 
in 3 and refer this to the Church in general matters of Faith, not in 
the leaſt pointed at there. Wherefore 1 paſs this over as very imperti- 
nent, and proceed to anſwer the former Objection of more weight, yet no 
way concluding as they would have it; No man in the Chriſtian World 
can more fumly believe than I do, That the gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt it, and that Chrift will be with his Church unto the end of 
the World; but Ido not believe, nor 2m I bound by Scripture to believe 
ſuch Expoſitions as the Popiſh Church makes of this place. By what au- 
thority doth the Rewviſh Church challenge themſelves to be Expoſitors 
of Scriptures more than other Churches? I find nothing for it in Scripture, 
which is my rule of Faith. I proceed then to the buſinefs of general 
Councels. Whether they may err in ſome points of Faith; and why not? 
All the Evangellical Dc ors grant the later general Councels have erred: 
if ſo, why not the former ? what promiſc had the former from Chriſ more 
than the later? what period is there ſet in Scripture for their not erring? 
or what promiſe is there at all for any not to err? The gotes of Hell ſhal 
| not 


: ' 
L 


"ot prevail ageinſt the Church, 1 


(u 
grant, what's this to a General Councel ? 
not the thouſand part of the Clergy, not the thouſand thouſand part of 
the Church, which in Scripture is always put for the whole Body of. the 
Faithful, though of late it be tranſlated into quite another notion, and ta- 
ken for the Clergy only. But you will ſay a General Councel is the re- 
preſentative of the whole Church : what then ? what promiſe is made in 
Scripture that the repreſentative ſhall not err? You further urge, if the 
repreſentative err, *tis probable the whole Church will receive their er- 
ror. I anſwer, We ate now treating of matters of Faith, which mutt 
not depend on humane probabilities, Yor Divine certaintics? beſides, tis 
not ſo probable the Church will receive the error of the repreſentative. 
We know the whole Church hath not received a Truth determined by 
them, much leſs an error. And I pray, have not Councels been againſt 
Councels ? Put then the caſe, a Generai Councel ſhould err in ſome mat- 
ters, you can't therefore ſay the whole Church hath erred, the gates of 
Hell have prevailed againſt the Church: I pray conſider, can you truly ſay, 
the Great Turk hath prevailed againſt the Chriftian Army, becauſe he hath 
kill'd the thouſand part of it? and yet the greateſt General Councel holds 


a leſs proportion to the * — Church, But I will grant yet more, Put 
the cafe the whole hi! d dgeviate into ſome erroneus Superſliti- 
ons, had the Devil chere? rev: ed againſt it? Can I ſay I have prevail- 
ed againſt another Nan I gave him ſome {ſight hurt in his Leg or 
Thigh? as long as his Hca« T art, his Arms are whole, he will be as able 
to fight and wound mi as b. worſe; ti!! the Devil can ſo wound the 


whole body of che Church as 4. ſttoy the Vi'als, the Fundamentals, and 
make it no Chu sch, the gates Hell can't be (aid to hive prevailed againſt 
it. Now God be 74 ther hen  ontinucd all along ſeveral Churches 
as great or greatei | a the Rowen Church, which have ſtill maintained 
in. defiance of Satan, „God ine Father of when are all things. and one 
Lord Feſns Cbriſ, by woc are all things: Several other ſound Doctrines 
of Chriſtianitv ; how then hat!z Satan prevailed, when ſo many millions 
have waged war againſt him, an.) upheld the Kingdom of God and his 
Cbrit 1 The Sc:ipture plainly tel. 1s, that in the days of Anti-Chriff's 
great power, the Church hall bet iven into the wilderneſs, ſcarce viſible 
in the world; neither Pope, nor Devil hath yet ſo prevailed, but as then 
Chrift (hall have, ſo C!rrft hath ſtill d a Church, warring againſt Satan. 
Sure no learned Papiſt will deny, but that about the ſecond Century, the 
Millenaries were far the greater part of the Church, ſcarce any writing Do- 
Qor in thoſe days but had his error. Did Satan then prevail? And in 
St. Auſtin's days the neceffity of Infants receiving the Lords Supper was 
ſo general, and held ſo nccefſary a Principle, that it was made uſe of to 
prove the neceſſity of Iufadt Baptiſm, this Sacrament being to precede 


the other: in thoſe days a Lanthorn would have been neceſſary to find 
| out 


avowed that in the Councel, which they 
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ent a Church without this Error: Did Satan then prevail? But ſay you, No 
Councd determined thoſe Errors 3 Why? becauſe none was called 
about them 3 had any been called, who doubts but that they would have 
all taught in their Churches: No, 
the ſpiric of God would have preſerved them from it: Shew me that pro- 
miſe in Scripture 3 if Gods Spirit did not preſerve them from teaching the 
whole Church ſo, I fear the Spirit would not have preſerved them more in 
Council than in Congregation, where all-ſucking in this error from their 
Infancy, would- dy have quitted it by a determination in Council. I 
humbly crave pardon for this bold preſumption, being led into it by the 
bold affertion of thc 14 telling us, without warrant, how God will 
preſerve their Councils from error, as it they had been of his Privy Coun- 
cil, We are not to ſearch into Gods ſecret Councils for what he will per- 
mit, or why be permits this or that. I ſearch only into his declared 


| Promiſes, and with all the ſearch I can poſſibly make, I can* find any ſuch 


promiſe to General Councils, as not to err; no, only that the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail over his Church to deſtroy it , which he hath hereto- 
fore made good, and Iam ſure will to the end of the World; but beyond his 
promiſe I am not ſure of any thing, though itſeems ever ſo rational. God 
will not endure to be ſetter'd with Sophiſtical Sophiſms, and Humane 
nces; and therefore I am afraid to wander from his wiſe and holy 
Word, and truſt to the Doctrine of Men ſeeming ever d wiſe, ever ſo holy; 
I reverence their perſons, but can't believe in their Doctrine. I am taught 
to believe only in God, not in the Church, much leſs in any Member, or Con- 
gregation, or Council; but to believe the Holy Catholick Church; that is, 
that God hath had, now hath, and will have to the Worlds end, a ſelect 
company of Faithful ones, confeſhng and ſerving him; To whom be ho- 
nour and Glory for ever. Amen. 
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Concerning Ceremonies, and Church Service. 


Irſt as to Ceremonies, I wonder men of any tolerable diſcretion ſhould 
be ſo eager either for or againſt them; our ſalvation no way depending 
on them, but much hazarded by our contention about them, breaking 
Peace, the principal thing recommended to us by the Goſpel of Peace; ſure 
both are very ſinful. For my part I think all Subjects are bound in conſcience 
to conform to the eſtabliſhed Ceremonies of that Church, whereof they are 
Members, unleſs there be any thing flatly againſt the Word of God . foe 
to diſobey our Superiours is directly againſt the Word of God, 1 Pet. 2.13, 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſakg. And therefore 
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he that doth not ſubmit, had need have as clear an evidence of Seripture, 
that the thing he rejects is directly contrary to the Word of God, ether- 
wiſe he breaks an evident Commandment to ſatisſie himſelf in a doubt- 
ful thing, which without doubt is damnable. St. Paul requires one Brothe? 
to yield unto another in things indifferent, much more Children to Parents, 
Subjects to Governours. But no man that knows this World can expe 
all Children, all Subjects, will be dutiful and obedient; and therefore as 
Chrildren are to obey their Parents, ſo Parents ought not to provoke their 
Children to diſobedience, by impoſing unneceſſary things, and very offen- 
five; Yet if they do impoſe ſach things, the Children are bound to obey, 
unleſs the things impoſed be offenſive to God alſo, then they are acquitted, 
not otherwiſe. But ſtill Parents muſt remember they are to give account 
to God for their commands, as children are for their obedience, And ſet- 
ting this aſide, Nature alone ſhal prompt Parents to ſeek the love of their 
Children, eſpecially ſpiritual Parents, ſtyl'd the Miniſters of God who is love : 
Should not they deſire rather to lead the people into the Houſe of God by 
love, than whip them in by fear? to have their Churches full rather than 


conſtitutions of the Chief, and the Chief ought to conſider the diſpoſition 


of inferiors, what will be moſt edifying for them. As. the Apoſiles in the 
beginning of Cbrzfianity continued the obſerving not eating of blood, and 
things ſtrangled, to comply with the Fews : ſo the Surplice with other 
things, was wiſely and piouſly retained by the reformers from Popery, when 
probably many long nouriſhed up in the Ceremonies, would not have come 
into the Church, had all theſe been caſt out; but now to be zealous for 
the mz when the people are ſo paſſionate againſt them, ſavours more of paſ- 
ſion likewiſe in Governours than Religion; as if they had rather ſhew their 
Authority than their Charity. If they anſwer, That many of their Flock 
are as zealous for theſe things, as others againſt them, and they had rather 
gratifie the Obedient 898 than the diſobediant Gain-ſayers: I 
zceply ; Firſt, This is no Obedience to conform to ſuch Ordinances of their 
Superiors as they have a paſſion for; the Supetiors in this conform rather 
to them, than they to their Superiors : Try their Obedience if they will ſub- 
mii the taking of theſe things away, and then you may have more rea- 
ſon to gratific them; yet you know you are rather to bear with the infir- 
mit ies of the weak, than pleaſe the ſtrong. Love your friends moſt, ve- 
lue the Obedient moſt 3 but love your Enemies alſo, endeavour to gain 
the diſobedient alſo : The firſt are your dutiful Sons, abide always with 
you, all that you have is theirs; but yet when the Prodigal, the ſttay re- 
turns, rejoyce and kill the fatted Calf; yea, if he will return, leave the 
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ninety and nine, and go ſeck that one that is loſt, But you have no hopes 
of gaining him, you believe tis not Conſcience but Faction, and wiltul per- 
verſeneſa keeps him off? Oh do not deſpair, believe better of him; Charity 
bopeth all things, believeth all ebinger. But you know it is ſo with him; then 
ity him the more going headlong into Hell, yield the more to fave his Soul 
From Hell, overcome evil with good, ſetter him, bind him faſt with chains of love, 
what is ſtronger than love? it will overcom Schiſm, Faction, Sedition, any 
thing; it wiſl overcome God himſelf, and even force God to withhold him 
by his merciful and powerful hand, and thus converting this preverſe ſinner 
from the error of bit way, you will ſave bis Soul alive, and cover the multitude of 
your fins; a blefſed and joyful work, whereat the Angels of Heaven will 
rejoyee and ſing Alelsj ab, Amen. Oh my Fathers! my Fathers! that ſhould 
Preach and Practice the Goſpel of Peace and Love to your Children, vouch- 
ſafe at my humble requeſt co read Rowe. 14. See what great liberty that great 
Grand-father of the Church allows his Childrea, and obſerve in the general 
how he became all things to all men to gain ſome; and will not you in ſome 
things comply to gain all ? will you reſtrain the liberty of the Goſpel to the 
rigidity of your Diſcipline, to loſe ſome, to loſe many, and perchance in the 
end to lo ſe all, your ſelves and all > Be pious, be charitable, be prudent, 
build your Church on a Rock that will endure Storr, and not on the 
ſand of Ceremony, that will both raiſe Storms, and probably overturn 
your Chuch cre long. But you will ſay, if you yield to ſome diſſenters 
in this, you muſt as well yield to others in that, and ſo by degrees aboliſh 
all your Ceremonies : I beſeech you, is not the Body more than Rayment, 
Subſtance more than Ceremony? will you not quit the later to preſerve the 
former ? but you will preſerve both, God grant you loſe not both. But 
you will ſay, This is the way to loſe both; firſt take away Ceremonies, 
thereby you diſpleaſe and loſe your Friends, and then lye expoſed to your 
Enemies to ſpoil your Goods. If your Goods be the ſubſtance of your Re- 
ligion, and you preſerve your Ceremonies to preſerve theſe, then really 
my fear of your loſing all is encreas'd; this isa very ſandy and dirty 
Foundation, can't hold out againſt Storms; but if Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity, be the ſubſtance of your Religion (as 1 hope it is) theſe ſtood firm 
and encreaſed in the Primitive times, in the greateſt Storms, when the 
whole world of Fews and Gentiles, were Enemies to the Church, and not 
one of your Ceremonies in the Church to preſerve it : the ſimple naked 
Truth without any Surplice to cover it, without any Eccleſiaſtical Policy 
to maintain it, overcame all, and ſo would do now, did we truſt to that 
and che Defender of it. Perchance I appear a great Enemy to the Surplice 
ſo often naming that: I confeſs I am; would you know why ? not that f 
diſlike, but in my own judgment, much approve a pure White Robe on 
the Miniſters ſhoulders, to put him in mind what purity becomes a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel. But ſuch dirty naſty Surplices as moſt of them wear, and 
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eſpecially the fingers in Cathedrals ( where they ſhould be moſt decent ) is 
rather anantimation of their dirty lives, and have given y Stomack ſuch a 
ſurfeit of them, as I have almoſt an averſneſs to all: and 1 am confidens, 
had not this decent habit been ſo undecently abuſed, it had never been ſo 
generally loathed. 

I will name another Ceremony which gives great offence, with greater 
realon, The bowing towards the Altar, which in my own judgment I al- 
low and practice in tome meaſure, when I come in to ſuch Congregations as 
gencrally uſe it, avoiding ſtill to give offence to any as far as I may with a 
ſafe Conſcience. I affirm *tis a very fitting thing to ſhew reverence in the 
Houle of God, and to ſhew it by bowing, as well as any other means, and 
to bow that way as well as any other way; and in bowing, if the Cougrega- 
tion did it to the South or Weſt, I ſhould as readily confirm to that. But 
you will ſay the primitive Chriſtians, as we read, did generally bow to- 
wards the Eaſt (the primitive Chriſtians did ſo I grant, but not the prime 
Primitive) what then? is this any obligation on us now? the Primitive 
did alſo uſe Chryſme or conſecrated Oyl, yet we retain it not; it grew into 
an abuſe, therefore left off : ſo hath this bowing towards the Altar by the 
Papiſts, ſuppoling Chriſt corporally preſent there: and truly many of our 
Church-men give great ſuſpition to the people that they alſo believe ſome 
ſuch thing, otherwiſe pray anſwer me 3 when a Miniſter at his entring into 
the Church, hath bowed to ſhew his Reverence in the Houſe of God, and 
when he aſcends up to the Altar bows again, to ſhew ſome particular reve- 
rence in that place where that bleſſed Sacrament is conſecrated (let this paſs 
for good alſo, though ſomething may be ſaid againſt it) yet I pray tell me, 
why the Reader fro.n one ſide of the Chureh to the other, and the 
Miaitter paſſing from one end of the Altar to the other, bows again ? Surely 
in reverence to the King of Kings he ſuppoles there ſitting : who can ima- 
gine any other cauſe of his homage? and yet I verily believe this is not the 
cauſe, but meerly a cauſeleſs cuſtom taken up one from another (the com- 
mon beginning of all ſuperttirions ) having no reaſon for it, but much a- 
gainſt it, giving thereby great ſcandal to weak ones, and ground of Slander 
to malicious ones, who lay hold on any occaſions to accuſe them of Papi- 
fry ; for certainly *cis done with little or no reaſon, or with à great deal 
of Superſtition. a 

Ndw as to that grand debated Ceremony of kneeling at theLords Supper, 
I thiok there is no reaſon to condemn thoſe that uſe it, nor much reaſon 
co preſs it on thoſe that diſuſe it, Why? Are we not to pertorm this great 
20 of devotion with all poſſible reverence ? I grant it: but is this to be ex- 


preſt altogether in the outward poſture of the body? it ſo, then your oppo- 


fers thus retort it upon you: It outward humility be the thing you contend 


| for, you ought to ſhew it to your God in the humbleſt way, and that is by 


prolirating rather then kneeling 3 but if inward Humility, ſure that _— 
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in: who can doubt but this is the moſt perſect obedience? and you know 


when our Saviour inſtituted this bleſſed Sacrament; he gave his command 
in the cloſe, Do this in remembrance of me; and ſure he remembers our 
Saviour beſt, who doth every thing as he did, both in Subſtance and Cere- 
mony 3 and ſo we find the primitive Chriſtians did, obſerving alſo to receive 
it at Supper, as our Saviour did: but when this grew into a ſinful abuſe, the 
Ceremony was altered, to preſerve the ſubſtance in more purity : ſo was 
kneeling abuſed by the Papiſts, and turned into great Superltition, why not 
therefore changedyin like manner. But you kneel without any ſuperſtition, 
you do not adore the Elements en the Table, as the Papiſts do, but Chrift in 
Heaven. And fo this man receives ſitting and at ſupper without any irre- 
verence, he doth it meerly in obedience to Chriſt's command, both in ce- 
remony and ſubſtance, Do this in remembrance of me: But you do not 
conceive Cbrift's command extended to the ceremonies, but only to the ſub- 
ſtance, and the Church hath expreſsly commanded kneeling as the more re- 
verend Poſture, therefore you ought to obey 3 I think ſo to: but this man 
conceives Chrift command's both ſubſtance and ceremonies to be obſerved, 
and conſequently conceives the Churches command contrary to Chriſts, 
therefore he ought not to obey till you can rectiſie his judgment; if you 
can, then he ought to obey alſo; if you cannot, have patience with your 
weak Brother,require no more of him in this matter than Chriſt required of 
hisDifciples 3 ſure Chriſt would not have allowed any unfitting poſture; be 
not over-wiſe,nor over holy, condemn not that which Chriſt allowed. God 
is ſo infinitely gracious as to accept our poor devotions in any form, if but 
ſincere in ſubſtance, nay though weak and frail in the ſubſtantial part, he 
will not break, the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, his tender Father- 
ly bowels yern upon his dear Children coming to him afar off. Oh then 
let us learn to be like-minded, tender and compaſſionate to our weak bre- 
thren, admit them into Gods worſhip in any poſture if they come in ſince- 
rity of heart, reje not thoſe whom God accepts. 

I might go on thus to handle other ceremcuies, as, the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
the Ring in Marriage, &c. But I conceive it needleſs. the ſame reaſons beivg 
applicable to all, and he that is once brought to be indifferent and uncon- 
cerned in one, will ſoon be ſo diſpoſed to all. Wherefore I conclude this 
point of ceremonies with St. Paul, He that regardeth a day, regardeth it 
unto the Lord; aud be that regardeth not the day, to the Lord be doth not regard 
it : be that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for be giveth God thanks, and he that eateth 
not to the Lord, be eateth not, and procth God thankt: ſo he that kneeleth, 
kneeleth to the Lord, and he that kneeleth not to the Lord, he knecleth 
not, And l deſire you farther to obſerve this circumſtance in St. Paul's 
words, how he calls the zealous obſerver of ceremonial matters „the weak 
Brother, and commands the ſtrong not to deſpiſe him, it being rcally a de- 
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In obedience to what Chriſt commanded, and to do it as he practiſed *ZJ 


guided by reaſon and authority; man hath a will as well as reaſon, and 
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ſpicable weakneſs, and a childiſh or effeminate kind of Devotion, to be zca- 


lous in any ceremonial obſervance, which maſculine ſpirits are apt to de- 
ſpiſe, but in Chriſtian charity ought rather to pity and bear the infirmities 
of others. Wherefore let us be the men of underſtanding, men in devotion 

be zealous, and hold faſt the ſubſtantial parts of Religion, Piety, Juſtice, 
Temperance, Charity, Truth, Sincerity, ſtand faſt for theſe, not recede 
one hairs breadth from theſe, keep but our ground and fight it out like men 
to death againſt all Powers and Principalities on earth, or under the earth, 
and let us leave it to women and Children to contend about ceremonlesꝰ: 
let it be indifferent to us, whether this, or that, or no ceremony, whether 
kneel, or not kneelz bow, or not bow; Surplice, or no Surplicez Croſa, or no 
Croſs; Ring, or no Ring; let us give glory to God in all, and no offence to 
our Brethren in any — 

Now if any man would be ſo curlous as to ask why St. Pau did not de- 
termine this point, whether they ſhould cat herbs only, or other meats 
alſo ; whether regard a day or not, and eſtabliſh Uniformity among 
them; I cannot imagine any other Reaſon, but meerly to teach us this 
charitable complyance with one another, as neceſſary a practice as any 
other. Man is a very tickliſh Animal to Govern, he will not always he 


will have his own will in many things, even the godly: very few arc 
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found ſo entirely pious as wholly to deny themſelves; tis ſo high and ſharp 
a point of no as you may break the heart-ſtrings of many in wind- 
ing them up ſo high, and thus crack all their Religion; perchance you 
would find it ſo your ſelves, had the Nonconformiſt the ſcrewing you 
up, as you them. Wherefore conſider your ſelves, leaſt ye alſo be tempted : 
be charitable to the weak, proceed not ſo ſeverely againſt them in your 
Courts of Judicature 3 but remember what St. Paul ſaith, Coloſc 2. Let 
man judg you in meat, or drink, or in reſpect of any bel day, or' of the 
new Moon, or of the Sabbath days , which are @ ſhadow of thinge to come, but 
the body is of Chriſt . will you then in reſpe of an Holy-day, Croſs in Bap- 
tiſm, ſtanding at the Creed, kneeling at the Sacrament, and the like, 
will you ia reſpe& of ſuch ſhadows, judg, excommunicate, ſentence to 
everlaſting flames, a Soul that holds of the body of Chriſt, believes all his 
holy Goſpel, accords with you in one Faith, one Baptiſm, who acknow- 
ledges the only true God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, and Jcſus Chriſt 
whom he hath ſent to be the Redeemer of Mankind, which our Szvi-zr 
affirms, To be Eternal Liſe, will you condemn ſuch a one to Eternal 
Death? God forbid, My Reverend Fathers and Judges ct tke Church, 
I, with St. Paul Col. 3. beſeech you, Put on fatherly bowels of mercies, kind- 
weſr, bumbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long ſuffering toward your poor weak 
Children, and ſo long as they hold faſt the body of Chriſt, be not ſo rigorous 
with them for ſhadows 3 if they ſubmic to you in ſubſtance, have pati- 


cence 
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though they do not ſubmit in ceremonies, and give me leave to tell 
—4 my _ nion, This violent preſſings of ceremonies hath, (I hum- 
bly conceive ) a great hindrance from embracing them, men fearing 
your intentions therein to be far worſe then really they are, and there- 
fore abhor them. Have you never obſerved a flock of Sheep forcibly dri- 
ven over a narrow Bridg, the poor Sheep fearing they are going into 
ſome Pen or Slaughter, chooſe rather to leap into the River than go for- 
wards : but drive them on gently and patiently, they will of themſelves 
take the way you deſire. Uniformity in ceremony is a good and deſi- 
rable thing, therefore endeavour it; but Unity, Faith and Charity is bet- 
ter, 1 if you can obtain that, be ſure to preſerve this; this 
is the one thing neceſſary, chooſe this better part if you cannot have both; 
for this force urging Uniformity in worſhip hath cauſed great diviſion in 
Faith as well as Charity 3 for had you by aboliſhing ſome ceremonies ta- 
ken the weak Brethren into your Church, they had not wandred about after 
ſeducing Teachers, nor fallen into ſo many groſs Opinions of their own, but 
being dayly catechiſed and inſtructed by your Orthodox and ſound Preach- 
ing, they would have followed you like good Sheep whereas now they 
wander about into a hundred by-paths of error, many whe reof lead head- 
long to Hell, Now I beſeech you in the fear of God to ſet before your eyes 
the dreadful day of Jud t, when Chriſt on his Tribunal of Juſtice 
ſhall require an account of eyery word and deed, and ſhall thus queſtion 
you; Here are ſeveral Souls who taking offence at your ceremonles have 
forſaken my Church, have forſaken the Faith, have run into Hell, the 
Souls for which I ſhed my precious Blood; Why have you ſuffered this? 
nay, why have you occaſioned this? Wil you anſwer , it was to preſerve 
your ceremonies? will not Chriſt return unto you, 'Are your ceremonies 
more dear to you then the Souls for which I dyed ? who hath required 
theſe _ at your hands,? will you for ceremonies, which you your 
ſelves confeſs to be indifferent, no way neceſſary unto Salvation, ſuffer 
your weak Brethren to periſh, for whom I dyed? Have not 1 ſhewed 
you how David and bis Soldiers were guiltleſ in eating the Shew-bread, 
which was not lawful but only for the Prieſts to eat? If David diſpenſcd 
with a ceremony commanded by God to ſatisfie the hunger of his peo- 
ple, will not you diſpenſc with your own ceremonies to ſatisfie the Souls 
of my people, who are called by my Name, and profeſs my Name, though in 
weakneſs ? Or will you tell Chriſt they ought to ſuffer for their own wil- 
fulneſs and perverſneſs, who will not ſubmit to the Laws of the Church 
as they ought? will not Chriſt return, Shall they periſh for tranſgreſſing 
your humane Laws, which they ignorantly conclude erroneous, and ſhall 
not you periſh for tranſgreſſing my Divine Laws, which you know to be 
good and holy? Had 1 mercy on you, and ſhould not you have had mcr- 
cy on your fellow-ſervants? with the ſame meaſure you meeted, it ſhall 


be 
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*> be meaſured to 7e again : I tremble to go farther, but moſt humbly be- 


ſeech you for Chriſts ſake, endeavour to regain theſe ſtray Sheep, for whom 
he ſhed his precious Blood, and think it as great an advantage, as great an 
honour to you, as it was to St. Paul, to become all things to all men, that 
you may gain ſome, as doubtleſs you will many, though not all; and the 
few ſanders off will become the more convinced, and at long runntng, 
wearied out and gained alſo. Thus having reduced all into one fold in true 
Faich and Chriſtian charity, the preſent generation will mich forget, the 
ſucceeding generation will be wholly ignorant of theſe erroneous fancies : 
and all animoſities being quite extinguifhed, wholfcme edifying ceremonies 
may be eaſily introduc't again with comfort to all, which' are now irkſcme 
and grievous to many. And ſo I paſs on to the ſecond matter; TheChurch- 
Service contained in the Book of Common-prayer, whereof briefly, becauſe 


what I faid before may be applied to this alſo. 


— — 
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Concerning Cburcb. Service. 


1 will not here enter into the diſpute, whether it be lawful for a Church to 
have a ſet-form of Prayer, ſuppoſing that there are none but either highly 
fanatick, or highly factious, that affirm it unlawful ; and with ſuch I have 
no reaſon to expect, that reaſonable Arguments ſhould prevail; for enough 
hath been already printed to this purpoſe. - I may alſo ſuppoſe, that there 
is nothing contained in our Book of Common- prayer, that is directly con- 
trary to the Word of God; for had there been any ſuch thing, we ſhould 
have herad of it long ſince, which I never yet did from any ſober man. And 
truly I might in the third place ſuppoſe that(a Book of Common-prayer be- 
ing no way contrary to the Word of God )the uſe of it is far more conducing 
to Pijety,than to ſuffer extemporary prayer to be uſed generally in Churches; 
expetience hath fully declared it in our late confuſed times, when a man 
fhould have heard in many Churches ſuch extravagant, ſuch wild, ſuch raſh, 
ſuch blaſphemous expreſſions, as would drive any ſober conſciencious perſon 
out of their Churches. Can you with reaſon expect it otherwiſe, when half 
the Churches in this Nation have not a tolerable maintenance to ſupport 
men of parts and diſcretion fit to perſorm ſo ſolemn and holy an Office? 
Had we the holineſs, the 7ea), the charity, the humility cf the primitive times, 
when men forſook all the World, and daily ſacrificed their lives for the Set- 
vice of God, we might hope that God would graciouſly pour down upon us, 
as he did on them, the ſpecial gifts of praying and prophecying : but now 


when moſt ſcive Ged ter gaiv, and would neither open wor fout the _ 
ors 
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deors for nonght, ar Malachi ſaith, we muſt not expect thoſe gifts and grac®._ 
And therefore I conceive it abſolutely neceſſary to have ſome form pre- 
ſcribed to be uſed by all; for were there liberty left to the more able and 
diſcreet, moit would ſuppoſe themſelves to be ſuch (few diſcovering their 
own weakneſs ) 3 and were it left to the Biſhop to licence as he ſaw fit, it 
would prove a very great cauſe of the heart-burning among his Clergy,and 
hatred towards himſelf, yea and rebellion againſt him and the Laws. But 
now in Chriſt I humbly beſeech the Governors of the Church calmly to con- 
fider, Were it not better to have ſuch a form of Service as would ſatisfie 
moſt ? The Fathers of our Church (as I ſaid before) when they reformed 
this Nation from Popery, were deſirous to fetch off as many as they could, 
retaining for this cauſe all the Ceremonies and Forms of Prayer they could 
with a good rectiſied conſcience; and therefore they preſcribed that form of 
ſecond Service to be ſaid at the Altar, as carrying ſome reſemblance to the 
Maſs, then the peoples delight, which being now become the peoples hate, 
ſhould for the ſame reſemblance, according to the ſame rule of reaſon, be 
now taken away. We commend our Forefathers for doing piouſly and 
wiſely, and yet we will not imitate them; they endeavoured to pleaſe and 
gain the people, we will needs diſpleaſe and loſe them : certainly we can- 
not do our Forefathers a greater honourgthan to obſerve their rule of reaſon, 
to conform to the Times, and therefore they are groſly miſtaken who 
think it a diſhonour to them, for us to take away what they have eſtabliſhed; 
when we keep cloſe to the reaſoa wherefore they did eſtabliſh it. Wiſe Phy- 
ſicians by the ſame rule of reaſon preſcribe things clean contrary, accordin 
to the temper of their Patients, hot or cold, Some other things I ooul 
mention in theBook ofCommon-Prayer(though no way ill in themſclves;yct) 
fit to be altered, and would obviouſly appear fo to every wiſe man, were it 
reſolved to compoſe ſuch a form as would take. ĩn moſt of this Nation, which 
I humbly conceive Governors ſhould in conſcience endeavour, becoming all 
things to all men to gain (ome, though not all; yet happily gain all in pro- 
ceſs of time, for the reaſon before ſpecified. 

But though I deſire ſuch a form of Service, ſuch Ceremonies alſo to be 
eſtabliſhed, as may give moſt general ſatisfaction; yet 1 deſire what is eſta- 
bliſhed, may be generally obſerved, and not a liberty left Cas ſome do pro- 
poſe ) to add or detra Ceremonies or Prayers according to the various 
opinions and humours of men : for certainly this would cauſe great faQion 
and diviſion 3 thoſe that are for Ceremonies, would run from their own 
Church, to others where they were uſed z others to ſome fine fancied pray- 
ers of ſuch as they approve of: and thus ſome Churches would be thronged, 
others deſerted, and no account could be taken by the Paſtor of his con- 
gregation : Atheilts alſo, and Papiſts, under pretence of frequenting other 
churches, would abandon all. This courſe (ſay you) would bring but rew 
into the church, and perchance drive ſome out, who having been long bred 


up 
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up to ſuch and ſuch ceremonies, would have ſamall devotion to frequent the 


church, If all or many were aboliſhed. To thisI anſwer , That certainly 
his Religion is vain, that would abaridon the ſubſtance for want of the ce- 
remonles, which he acknowledgeth to be no way neceſſary, but only more 
ſatisfaction to his mind. Surely a very ignorant mind, who hath not learner, 
That obedience is better than ſacrifice and whole burnt-offerings : And ſurely a 
very uncharicable mind, who would not leave ninety and nine unneceſſary 
ceremonies, to bring one ſinful ſtrayed ſheep into the congregation, and 
convert him from the error of his non-conforming way. I profeſs I am 
amazed to ſee how many men of a very good ſenſe in moit things, ſo zca- 
louſly erroneous in this buſineſs of . ſeeing the Scripture ſo plainly 
declares, that nothing ſo covers the multitude of our fins as an act of Cha- 
rity 3 nothing ſo acceptable unto God, ſo joyful to his holy Angels, as con- 
verſion of a finger. Yet theſe men will moſt paſſionately ( and pardon me 
if 1 fay uncharitably and irreligiouſly ) cry, away with theſe Idiot Secta- 
rics and mad Phexetichy, let them wander and periſh in their own wild ima- 
ginations, we will not leave one ceremony, nor any one line of our Com- 
mon-Prayer Book to gain thouſands of them. No, if you alter that, we 
will rather leave the Church, and go to the Popifts Maſs. If theſe be not as 
ſimple Sectaries and mad Phenetichs as any whatſoever, let God and his holy 
Angels judg. But as for you my Reverend Fathers of the Church, I hope 
you will conſult with Scripture in this weighty Affair, and Model all ac- 
cording to the rules of meekneſs, charity, and compaſſionate tenderneſs to 
weak ones, there ſet dowa: and endeavour with prudent admonitions to 
rectiſie the errors of theſe too zealous and with fatherly bowels 
of condeſcenſion to win the hearts of blind and wilful Separatiſts. Certainly 
the more underdanding and powerful Leaders of them will not, cannot 
have the face to ſtand off after your charitable condeſcenſion, their popu- 
lous pretences will be ſo confuted, their mouths ſo ſtopped, their faces ſo 
co ded, as for meer ſharne, if not for reaſon and religion, they muſt. 
come into our Church; and the Paſtors c in, the ſheep will follow, 
though ſome ſtand a while and gaze: but at length having no men of ability 
to lead them on in their perverſe 2 Shop-prating Weavers and Cob- 
lers will ſoon be deſerted, and made heartleſs, ſeeing their own naked folly. 
And then ſhall we all joyn and joyfully fing Te Denn in our Churches, and 
the my in the Heavens. And then I ſhall moſt gladly fing with 

ood old Sim, Lord now let thy ſervant depart in 2 mine eyes have 
fen thy ſalvation. 


C oncerning 
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Concerning Preaching. 


T remains that I now handle this great buſineſs of Preaching, wherein! 
fear I ſhall diſpleaſe many, there being but few who uſe it according 
co the original inſtitution, and yet 1 had rather they ſhould Preach as 
they do, then quite omit it; for certainly *tis a neceſſity work for a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel to Preach the Goſpel. St. Paul tells us, That ſome 
Preach the Goſpel ont of envy; yet he was pleaſed that Chriſt ſhould be ſo 
preached rather than not preached; and ſo I ſay of Preaching of Chriſt out of 
vanity 3 as it is evident many do, preaching themſelves aud their. own abi- 
lities, at leaſt as they think abilities, though often great weakneſſes and 
conceited-impertinences. I beſeech you tell me, id not Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles Preach-the beſt way? and arc not we to follow their example? 
Who dare ſay otherwiſe ? yet many do otherwiſe ; they take here or there 
a ſentence of Scripture, the ſhorter and more abſtruſe the better, to ſhew 
their skill and invention, this they divide and ſubdivide into generals and 
articulars, the quid, the guzle, the quantam, and ſuch like quakſalving 
orms » then they ſtudy how to hook in this or that quaint — of 
Philofopher or Father, this or that nice ſpeculation, endeavouring to 
couch all this in moſt elegant language 3 in ſhort, their main cnd is to bew 
their Wit, their Reading, and whatever they think is excellent in them: 
2 rarely yy * 724 * yd I determined not to know 
any thing «4 you ſave Jeſus Chri bim crucified ; And b 
and my Wor wat not with the inticing words of mans wiſdom, 1 
monſtration of the Spirit and of Power, 1 Cor. 2, And I verily believe this 
is the reaſon why Preaching hath ſo little effect in theſe days, becauſ?} they 
labor to ſpeak the wiſdom of this world, which is fooliſhneſs with God, nor 
do they Preach in demonſtration of the Spirit, but in demonſtration of 
their Learning. I kniow full well this unapoſtolick way of Preaching was 
uſed by ſome of the Ancient Fathers, eſpecially the Greeks, always fond 
of nicitics and curioſities, and being now become Chriſtians, (as I ſaid before) 
tranſplanted their beloved Rhetorical flowers of humane Learning into 
Chriſtian Gardens, which proved rather Weeds to over-run the feed of 
ſound and plain Apoſtolick Doctrine, humane nature being a ſoyl apter to 
ive nouriſhment and vigor to humane principles than divine. But when 
id ever any Learned, Witty,Rhetorical harangue, or cunning Syllogiſtical di- 
ſeourſe convert the tythe of St. Peter's or St. Pawl's foolifh Preaching, as he 
terms it, but the wiſdom of God to thoſe that ere perfeft and ſound in the faith. 
Who is ignorant of that famous paſſage at the Council of Nice? whither 
reſorted with divers others, one Eminent Heathen Philoſopher, offering 
E him- 
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himſclf (as the manner of thoſe vain-glogious Sophiſters was) to diſpute 
wich the Chriſtian Doctors; ſome Biſhops of greater repute for Learn- 
ing undertook him, and as they thought, cleerly Conf uted, but no way 
converted him; at laſt riſes up a grave ancient Biſhop Jof ſmall Learning, 
but of great Faith and Piety; and with great diſſatisfa@ion of his Brethren, 
fearing ſome groſs baffl: ſhould b:fall this good man) comes up to the Phi- 
lofopher, and with great Magiſterial Authority recites unto him the Apoſto- 
lick Creed, I believe in Gd the Fatber Almigbty and in the cloſe 
calls to him, O Philoſopber, believ:ſt thou all this Tne Philoſopher anſwered; 
I* believe ; not being able to reſiſt th: de nonſttation of ſpirit and power 
wherewith he uttere 1 choſe Divine Myſt:ries, as he confeſt before them 
all. Ton will ſay this was a Miracle of great rarity '; IT grant it, but 
many ſu:h Miracles ſhould we ſer, had we the Faith and powerful 
Spirit of this Holy Biſhop, and woald ind2avour to imitate Apoſto- 
heal Preaching, not Philoſophical Argaiag , nor Rh:torical declaim- 
ing. | 

We (ce plainly the Apoſtolical Preaching wis either catechiſtical Inftru« 
tons, or Pious Admonitions 3 not tying themſelves to any form,” but paſt 
ſcom one mitter to another as the Auditors conditioa- required, not as 
the Preachers fancy and reading prompt; juſt as the Roman Emperor 
Csliguts, who when D:linquents came before him to b: judged, condemn- 
ned or acquitted them as agreed beſt with the current of his Ocation : 80 
theſe men ſhape their diſcourſe more to the applauſe then edification of 
the hearers. And ſo much tim: is ſpꝛat in compoſing theſe Ocatory Ser- 
mons, as the Minifter hath not leiſure to perform a quarter of his Paro- 
chial Duty, of viſiting the Sick, of admoniſhing the ſcandatous, of recon- 
ciling the janglers, of private examining and inſtructing the poor Ignorant 
ſouls, thouſands in every Countrey as ignorant as Heathens, who un- 
derſtand no more of maſt Sermons, than if in Greek; So that the Sermon 
is rather a Banquet for the Wantons that are full, than iaſtcuQion to thoſe 
who are evea ſtarved for want of ſpiritual food , the plain and ſaving Word 
of Chriſt, not the nice conceited word of Min, which may nouriſh Ca- 
melions, never make ſolid ſoand Chriſtians. There are others of a dif- 
fereat ficain, who wanting both Wit and Learniag alſo, think to ſupply 
all by ſtreagth of Lungs, by loud and long bibling, riding hackaey from 
one good T>wato anthzr, and with fervency of ſpirit lik: a boyling pot 
running over where ever they-com:. Were it a lanzhiag- mitter, who 
could contain to hear ſo ne ſzeming Zealot Paſtors talk ſo much of their 
obligation to Pceach the Goſpel, and maſt ( forfooth ) do it in the Pulpit 
twice a Sunday, counting: thoſe almoſt accurſed that do not ſo, and yet 
have many poor Sheep in their lack as ignorant as any Sheep, whom they 
never regard, nevec inſtruct in the firſt Principles of the Goſpel 3 as if 


Preaching, were tyed to the Pulpit and the Sabbath day. Pardon = 
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comes in my head. I chanced to be in © 
Lords houſe on a Saturday, when 2 zealous Miniftes came in; after ſome 


;fT tell you a Story which now 


completnents and ceremonious d ſe, he told the Lord, That where- 
ever he was, he never failed to Preach the Goſpel on the Lords day, as his 
duty, and therfore entreated that the Paſtor cf the Pariſh might be de- 
fired to give place to him next morning. I luſpeQiog both his zeal and de- 
ſign (which afterwards appeared ), asked him if he had received any parti- 
cular command from Chriſt. to Preach at this place, and that hour? The 
Miniſter, ſtartling at my Qeſtion, anſwered, No. I replyed, Sure then 
other-Miniſters had the ſame obligation to Preach the Goſpel as he had : 
and moreover it was the Paſtors particular duty to Preach to his own Con- 
regation on. the Lord's day, how then could he in conſcience deſire the Pa- 
for to omit his duty? But the Lord pulled me by the elbow and took me 
off from farther preſſing him, and told him, he would ſend to the Paſtor 
to give him place. But to return to our buſineſs. Very few are to be found, 
here and there one of-Piety and Diſcretion, that demeans himſelf prudently 
in his Office; and the reaſon is this; It is grown up into a general opinion, 
That none are fit to be admitted into Holy Orders but ſuch as have ſtudied 
in the Univerſity ;. and if he hath learnt a little to chop Legick, he is pre- 
ſently deemed fit to divide the Word of Truth, and is eaſily inftituted in- 
to a Living, and if he can bring ſcme nice Metaphyſical ſpeculations from 
Ariftottle, bx ſome Theelogical diſiinQion frcm Aquines,then he is worthy 
of two or three Livings or Prebends: and thus Univerſity Youths, ar d 
even Poys of no experierce or diſcretion, are made Spiritual Paſtors, tte 
raveſt and moſt weighty. Office in the World. I beſeech yor, what have 
theſe Sciences ( falſly ſo called) to do with the Goſpel, where we find no 
one tittle of them; but rather decryed as enemies to the Goſpel, as tend- 
ing to vain jangling, ſtrife and contention, nothing of Edificition? We 
had lately a brave ſlory of the Jeſuites in China, who findirg the King 
and his Courtiers much delighted with the Mathematicks, but not very 
knowing in them, wrote to the General of their Order at Rome to ſend 
them ſome Prieſts, very skilled in that Science, to Preach the Goſpel there. 
Why did they not ſend for ſome alſo well skilful in Puppit-Plays? Ridi- 
culous creatures ſhall I ſay, or rather impious ! who think to ſupport the 
dignity, the majeſty, the Divinity of the Goſpel with ſuch humane toys! 
Juſt as if a King, having (ome potent Enemy invading his Countrey, 
ſhould inſtead of leading on a ſtout and gallant Army againſt him, lead 
on a Mavrice-dagge capering and frisking moſt featly, thinking thereby to 
appeaſe and ga he heart of his Adverſary, Te fools 0 blind, we 
wreſtle not againſt fl:ſh and blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, 
againſt the Rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
bigb places, Epheſ. 6. 12. And therefore the weapons of our warfure rot 
E2 
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be carnsl but mighty throu NA, E bolds, 2 Cor. 
10. 4. Fed ths et armer the belmet of Salveiion, the 
4 N. of righteouſneſs, the ſhield of Mu, the ſword of the Spirit, Read 
alſo St. Paal to Timothy and Tiens, ſetting down the required qualifications 
of Biſhops and Deacons 3 ſee if you can find any ſuch Mathematick, Lo- 
gick, Phyſick? No, but Gravity, Sobriety, Meekneſ, Diligence, and the 
like. Were ſuch men taken in noly Orders and conſtituted Paſtors, the 
Church of Chriſt had been far better edified, and the Paſtors far more re- 
verenced than now they are: though Plato, Ariftotle, Exclid Scotus, Aqui- 
nas, were never known to them, ſo much as by name, yet they would 
want no paſſoral knowledg which is compleatly contained in Scripture 3 
as St. Paul told Timothy, that it wer ſufficient to make bim wiſe unto Salva- 
tion, profitable for Dodrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inflruflion, that 
the man of God might be —_ furniſhed; mark, throughly furniſhed, 
without Logick, Phyſick, Mathematick, Metaphyſick, or School Divinity. 
Scripture Divinity throughly furniſhes the man of God for all. I ſpeak not 
this in diſpa ent of Univerſity Learning, which I highly value, if right- 
ly made uſe of, tis as uſeful as honourable to a Nation; but much of Ugi- 
verfity Learning, as uſeleſs to a ſpiritual Paſtor, as the Art of Navigation to 
a Phyfician 3 the Paſtors only requifire and compleatly qualifying Science, 


being according to St. Paul, to know nothing but Chrift and bim crucified, and 
to Preach Chriſt not with inticing words of man's wiſdom, but in demon- 


ftration of the Spirit and of power: to Preach Chriſt as well out of Pulpit as 
in the Pulpit 3 in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; to the poor and to the rich; to 
the ſimple and ignorant far rather than to the knowing, to Rebuke, to Cor- 
rect, to edifie both by word and deed. 

Wheretore I moſt humbly beſeech the Church-Governours to remember 
the Original Inſtitution of the Miniſiry, what kind of men the Apoſiles 
choſe into it, grave Elderly men, therefore ſtyled Elders, and known as 
well by that name, as Biſhops, who having by long converſation gotten ex- 
perience and knowledg to govern themſelves, were made governours of 
others. 1 grant we have Timothy for an example of younger yeprs, that 
is, young by way cf compariſon to the other Seniozs; as a man of forty 
may be called young, compared to thoſe of ſixty ; yet no youth ſimply, nor 
fimple youth: and tis plain he was a perſon no way fhort of the Elders 
in Gravity, though ſomewhat in years: St. Paul's general rule was, not 
to admit of Novices 3 but all general Rules have ſome exceptions. Timo- 
thy was one and a rare one, we find not another. I pray conſider 
what kind of Preaching they uſed, you may eaſily gut their Sermons 
by their Epililes, full of ſhort Catechiſtical Inſtructions, grave Exhor- 
tations, ſober Reproofs, diſcreet CorreQions 3 and then tell me whether a 
raw N-vice trom the Univerſity with all his Sciences and Larguages, be 
tit tor this, or rather a grave ſober perſon of age and experience ing a 


good 
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good natural capacity, illuminated by Scripture, InftruQion, and Prayer, 
uſing alſo the help of * and ſound Interpreters. Really tis moſt evi- 
dent that the Church is run into great contempt by the ſlightneſt and gid- 
dineſs of many Miniſters, who intend no but to make a handſome 
School-Boys Exerciſes in the Pulpit on Sandey, but never attend the other 
Parochial duties, no nor their own advance in Sphitual kdowledg, but 
give themſelycs wholly either to idle Studies, or idle Recreations, and 
are very children in Divine knowledg and behaviour. I do affirm this in 
the preſence of God as a truth, and I have known ſome paſs for very good 
Preachers, that could not give a good account of the Atbanaſian Creed, nor 
ſcarce of the Childrens Catechiſm 3 Maſters of Art, but School-Boys in 
true Divinity, and ſo their Pariſhioners continue very Babes all their life 
long. - 

ie would make any true Chriſtians heart bleed to think, how many 
thouſand poor Souls there arc in this Land, that have no more knowledg 
of God than Heathensz thouſands of the mendicant condition never come 
to Church, and are never lookt after by any; likewiſe thouſands of mean 
husbandry Men that do come to Church, underſtand no more of the Ser- 
mon than Bruits : perchance in their infancy ſome of them learnt a little 
of their Catechiſm, that is, they could, like Parrots, ſay ſome broken 
pieces, but never underſtood the meaning of one line ( this is the common 
way of Catechiſing) but afterwards as they grow up to be Men, grow 


more Babes in Religion, ſo ignorant as ſcarce to know their Heavenly Fa- 

ther, and are admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, before they 

are able to give account of the Sacrament of r This it is gene- 
y 


rally in the Countrey, and ifl the City as bad, partly for the reaſon before 
ſpecified, and partly by reaſon the number in many Pariſhes is far greater 
than any one Paſtor can have a due care of; he cannot know half the Names 
or Faces of them, much leſs their Faith and Behaviour, which is requiſite, 
that he may both- inſtru and reprove where there is need. Wherefore 
I humbly conceive *tis neceſſary to divide theſe numerous Pariſhes into 
ſeveral parts; but withal to provide means out of them for ſeveral Mini- 
ſters, for there is no hope to gain it from their Charity or Piety, which 
is plain Hypocriſie, ſeeming ſo zcalous to hear the Word, but to contribute 
nothing towards it; the Miniſter may Preach his heart out, and yet net get 
out of their Purſes any tolerable Maintenance 3 a poor Husbandman in the 
Countrey of Twenty pound a year, that gets his bread by the ſweat of his 
brows, pays more to his Miniſter than a Citizen that gets huudrcds a ycar, 
litting at great caſe in his Shop, and ſpends more in Ribbonds, Laces and 
Perriwigs in one year, than he pays his Miniſter in ten or twenty: I beſeech 
them to confider what account they will give to their Lord and Maſter at 

that day. 
But I return to the rcquilite qualities of > M:niſter, who according to 
St. 
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St. Paul. is to be a Governour as well as a Preacher; to admoniſh and rebuke 
as wellas inſtruct, and therefore of two èvils chooſe the le ſſer, rather Men 
defective in parts to preach, which may be ſupplied by Homilies, than de- 
ſective in Wiſdom and Diſcretion to govern, which can't be ſupplied by 
other means. But would men be content with the true Goſpel and Apoſto- 
lick Preaching, doubtleſs there might perſons be found out fit for both, to 
Govern and to Preach ; to preach one God the Creator of all, one Chriſt the 
Redeemer of all, one Holy Ghoſt the SanRifier of all; to preach the Bap- 
tiſm of Repentance, and the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; to preach God- 
lineſs, Juſtice, Mercy, Charity, Sobriety, Chaſticy, &c. All which will be 
far better performed” by a grave and godly conſciencious Man, well Cate- 
chiſed, though he never ſaw Univerſity, though he knew no other language 
but his Mother Tongue, than by Ariſtotleiſt, Scotift, Aquinetift, with all 
"Geir knacks of quiddities and qualities, Syllogyſms and Enthymems, di- 
ſlinctions aud ſubſumptions, &c. Not ur or Italian, or French, of a 
thouſand,knew any Language but his Mother Tongue when the Goſpel firſt 
flouriſhed there; not one Iadian of an hundred thouſand, where St. Thomas 
planted the Goſpel, ever heard of Plato or Ariftotle ; and ſo I may ſay of 
mary other Nations where the Goſpel was planted and Prieſts ordained. 
When God inſtituted Xerox and that Prieſthood, when Chriſt inftituted 
the Apoſtles and this Prieſthood, not a tittle mentioned of School Sciences 
or Forreign Languages. *Tis true, the Apoſtles by the Holy Goly received 
the gift of Tongues, becauſe they were to preach to all Nations, but we find 
not any infuſion of School-learning by the Holy Ghoſt, nor any more giſt of 
Tongues after the Goſpel once ſpread over the world; God thought It 
then needleſs. I pray let's be no wiſer than God and his Chriſt, who con- 
verted the world by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, but I never-yet heard of 
any one Nation converted by the wifdom of Philoſophical Rhetorical 
Preaching, Miſtake me not, I ſay that Sciences and Languages are no way 
neceſſary for common Parochial Preachers; yet I grant that Sciences, eſpe · 
cially Hiſtorical z and Language, eſpecially the Oriental, are very uſeful to 
the perfect undeManding of Scripture,and very fit for ſome Miniſters to ſtu- 
dy, to whom God hath given parts and means to acquire them,who-may be 
helpful to others; and the Univerſities are very good places to train up 
Youths to this purpoſe 3 but till theſe faculties are no way neceſſary to a Pa- 
rochial Cure; a ſmall proportion of Learning, with a great deal of Piety an- 
Diſcretion,is much better. Beſides there is another thing much to be conſid 
dered ; Were there ſuch grave coaſciencious perſons admitted into the Mi- 
niſtty as the Apoftles ordained, ſuch Feng ſet up as they practiſed, and 
all other decryed ;; ſuch double honour paid unto the Miniſtry as St. Paw} 
commanded and primitively was rendred (ſuch grave perſons would ſcarce 
ever fail of it ) then we might find thouſands in the Nation that having 
means of thei, own, would preach the Goſpel to the poor for conſcience 


ſake, 


i ee. . 
fake, The maintenance for Miniſters in moſt parts is ſo wretchedly ſmall 
(and ſo like to be, the Tythes being in the hands of Lay.men without hopes of 
recovery ) that there is noconvenient ſupport for men of Worth and Gra- 
vity, and therefore youth and ſtriplings as wretched are put into them of 
meer nect ſſity, that they lye not wholly void: whereas if men that had 
ſome Eſtate to help to maintain themſelves, being perſons of conſcience and 
convenient knowledg, were put into the Miniſtry, and ſuch A. the 
Goſpel accepted of, as the Apoſiles and Primitive Diſciples uſed; the Cures 
would be ſerved with far more edification of the people, and honour to the 
Church, than now they are. 

I moſt humbly beſeech all in the ſpirit of meekneſs and humility to conſi- 
der theſe things, laying aſide the veil of pomp and vanity, which blinds their 
eyes, and hinders them from diſcovering. the naked truth and ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel. I call the Searcher of all hearts to witneſs, I wiſh unto all 
Clergy-men both double honour and double maintenance alſo, I can't think 
any thing too much for thoſe who conſcienciouſly labour in the Miniſtry. But 
ſceing (as I ſaid) there is no hopes of regaining th: Church maintenance, 
we in prudence ſhould ſeek · out ſuch helps as may be had. And truly Ihave 
great reaſon to hope, that were this rule obſerved' of putting only grave di- 
creet and conſciencious perſons into the Miniſtry (whether Univerſity-men 
or not, it matters not, ſo as fully inſtructed in the Doctrine of the Goſpel by 
ſound Commentators ) many perſons of good rank and Eſtate would think 
it no diſhonour, but rather a higher honour to enter into it, as they did in the 
Primitive time; Julian neerly related to the Roman Emperor, and after- 
wards Emperor. himſelf, thought it an honor to be admitted a Reader, one 
of the loweſt Offices in the Church. And for the better advancing this 
buſineſs, and fitting all ſorts of men with convenient Knowledg for the 
Miniſtry, I humbly conceive it very fit there ſhould be one good and brief 
Engliſh Comment of Scripture ſelected and compiled out of thoſe many vo. 
luminous Authors, laying aſide all impertinept criticiſms, abſtruſe queſti- 
ons, nice ſpeculations, and the like, ſetting down-only the plain and moſt 
obvious ſenſe in matters of Faith and good liſe, neceſſary to Salvation; ſuch 
a book to be ſet forth by Authority, with a command that no man in Ser- 
mons, Exhortations or Catechiſings teach any thing-contrary to it, and what 
ever Learning beyond that is brought into the Pulpit, let it rather be ex- 
ploded than applauded ; for if any countenance be given to excurſions, there 
will be no end, ih: itch men have to ſhew their Learning. will ſoon bring us 
again into the vaia unedifying practice we now are in, 1 humbly conceive 
it fit alſo that the book of Homilies be reviewed, not to correct any thing 
in them; for they are moſt excellent ſound Exhortations, containing the 
true Primitive Spirit; but to add to them what ever is wanting to the ne- 
ceſſary Doctrine of Faith and good manners, to teach every perſon how 
to. behave himſelf in his ſeveral vocation, and theſe commianded to be read 
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once over every year; for I have obſerved ſeveral, even good and conſcien- 
tious Preachers, to take quite another method, and preach on this or that 
Chapter, and ſo in the whole year, yea perchanee in two or three years, 
never preach on the duty between Man and Wife, Parents and Children, 
Maſters and Servants, Magiſtrates and Subjects; or omit to treat of Pride, 
or Malice, or Cheating, or the like; by reaſon of which omiſſions, ſeveral 
in the congregation are ignorant in neceſſary duties, though rightly inſtru- 
Qed in many things unneceſſary. 7 

I expe that many will cry out of this as a means to introduce lazineſs 
into the Miniſtry, and a hindrance from exerciſing thoſe talents God hath 
endowed them with. To this I anſwer, Ficſt, That I had rather the Miniſters 
ſhould be lazy, than the people ignorant in their duty. But ſecondly, I an- 
ſwer, That beſides Pulpit-Preaching, the Miniſter may find enough to do to 
keep him from lazineſs, and exerciſe the beſt, that is, the moſt uſeful Ta- 
lents of a Miniſter, to viſit and comfort the Sick and Afflicted, to compoſe 
Differences, and reconcile Janglers, to examine and inſtruct the meaner and 
duller part of his Flock, who are not capable of Pulpit-preaching, to whom 
they muſt iaculcate both Doctrines and Admonitions ten times over, and 
ſcarcely ſo, make them apprehend any ſpiritual matters. Experience only 
can raiſe a belief how extreamly dull the common people are in. the myſte- 
ries of Faith, and but little quicker in the principles of a good life. Chriſt 
dycd to ſave theſe poor vulgar ſouls as well as thoſe of the Gentry and 
more learn*d3yet the labour of moſt Minifters is to entertain thoſe that know 
cnough, and are very lazy in catechiſing thoſe poor ſouls that know no- 
thing: let theſe be fully inſtructed, and then (for me) let them ſhe w their 
Talents by preaching as oſten as they pleaſe to others. All that labour for, is 
that thoſe may have it who moſt want it, either by injoining ſuch Homi- 
lies as I mentioned to be yearly read, or ſuch Sermons to be yearly preach- 
ed: I am no enemy to true Apoſtolical preaching, God forbid I ſhould 5 
but to vain Scholaſtical uſeleſs preaching : to have the Paſtor, who ſhould 
daily watch over his Flock, fit in his ſtudy all the week long, picking from 
that or this quaint Author a few beautiful flowers, and then come on Swn- 
day with his Noſegay in his hand to entertain Ladies and Courtiers : for my 
part I count this far more ſinful lazineſs, than to read a pious Homily on Sun- 
day, and all the week after go up and down from houſe to houſe, taking 
pains to inſtru and exhort ſuch as I mentioned. But theſe ſhall be called 
dumb dogs, yet ſurely by none but barking Currs, who are wholly igno- 
rant in true Apoſtolick Preaching, Pardon me if I return them their due, 
who ſpeak evil of that they underſtand not. 

They will object, The Apoſtles and Primitive Diſciples did not read Ho- 
milies, but preached themſelves 2 Neither do I deſire that any one Homily 
ſhould ever be read, ſo as we had the true Apoſtolick preaching both on 


Sundays in publick, and Week-days alſoin private , where there is _ 
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But L. am ſure ſuch pious Homilies as I mentioned, are no ways contrary to 
the Apoſtolical and primative practice, and are far more uſeful than ſuch 
preaching that we have now a days. And I am alſo ſure, that in the pureſt 
and moſt primitive time, Homilies under another name were read in the 
Churches, that is, the Epiſtles of Apoſtolick godly Biſhops written to other 
Churches, were read in the Congregation with great Veneration 3 Shall 
the name of Epiftle make the one applauded, the name of Hemily make the 
other reproached, the contents and the intent being the ſame, to ſtirr up 
the _ to godlineſs ? If this will ſatisfy, let the Homilies be ſtyled Epi- 
files to ſuch or ſuch a Church, and then I hope they will paſs for current. 
But you will ſay, The Compilers of our Homilies are not of equal authority 
to thoſe Primitive Epiſtlers 3 Let that paſs, but I am ſure they are of far 
more authority, than moſt of our Preachers. I pray conſider, how many 
giddy Youths are of our Miniſtry, how many of greater age but of as little 
gravity or diſcretion ; how many that vainly preach themſelves and their 
own abilities, not Chriſt and his Goſpel 3 how many that preach pliouſly,and 
yet not uſefully, but, as I ſaid before, many things unneceſſary, omitting 
many neceflary : Sum up all theſe particulars, and you will find a ſmall 
remainder that preach piouſly and cdifying alſo, very few to equal the Com- 
pilers of our homilies; and then calmly confider the great uſe, yea the great 
neceſſity of ſuch Homilies, But if you can furniſh all our Churches with 
pious, di ſcreet, edifying preaching Paſtors, I am abundantly ſatisfied, and do 
you ſeal up the Book of Homilies till a new dearth of ſpiritual food, which 
God in his great mercy prevent. Amen. 


—— 
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Concerning Biſhops and Priefts. 


Hoever unbiaſs'd reads the Scipture, thence proceeds to the firſt 

Chriſtian Writers, and ſo goes on from Age to Age, can't doubt but 
that the Church was always governed by Biſhops, that is, by one Elder, or 
Preſbyter, or Preſident, or what elſe you pleaſe to call him, ſet over the reſt 
of the Clergy with authority to Ordain, to Exhort, to Rebuke,to Judg and 
cenſure as he found cauſe : No other form of Government is mentioned by 
any Authority for Fifteen hundred years from the Apoſtles downwards. 
Now who can in reaſon and modeſty ſuſpe thoſe Primitive Biſhops who li- 
ved in the days of the Apoſtles, choſen by them into the Church, ſucceed- 
ed them in Church Government, yea, and in Martyrdom alſo for the Faith, 


as Clemens, Ignatins, Polycarpus and others: who, I ſay, can ſuſp< chem to 
be ptevaricators in Church Diſcipline, and take upon them another form of 


Epiſcopal 
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Maſters of Selt-denial who gave their Lives for the Trut h, would they 
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Epiſcopal Government contrary to Apoſtolical Inſtitution? Theſe great 


tranſmit unto Poſterity a Church-Government contrary to the Truth ? let 
who will believe it, I can neither believe it, nor ſuſpeR it: And there is yet 
another thing very obſervable, that all the Orthodox Church diſperſed all 
the world over, ſome parts having no correſpondence at all with the other 
by reaſon of diſtance, ſome by Wars divided and made cruel Enemies, yet 
all agreed in this form of Government; and not only the Orthodox, b utal- 
ſo the Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, who ſeperated from, hated and - 
cuted the Orthodox Church, they likewiſe retained till this form of Go- 
vernment, as if all were of neceſſity compelled to acknowledg this, having 
never known;heard nor dream'd ef other, And therefore nothing but ne- 
ceſſity, if that, can excuſe thoſe who firſt ſet up another form of Govern- 
ment to their ownMaſters : let them ſtand or fall, I will not preſume to cen- 
ſure them: I will only (ay, That from the beginning it wor not ſo, and I 
thank God *tis not ſo with us, but as it was in the beginning, ſo it is now 
with us, and ever ſhall beI truſt in God, Amen. 

But notwithſtanding all this, yet *tis very much to be doubted whe- 
ther they were of any diſtinct Superiour Order from and above tbe Preſ- 
byters, or one of the ſame Order ſet over the reſt with power to Ordain 


Elders, to Exhort, Rebuke, Chaſtiſe, as 'Timotby and Titus were conſtituted 


by St. Paul. For though they were of the ſame Order with the other El- 
ders and Paſtors, yet there was great reaſon for ſome to be placed with grea- 
ter Authority to rule over the reſt. The Scripture tells us, That even in 
the days of the Apoſtles there were ſeveral ſeducing Teachers, leading the 
people into errors aud Hereſies ; and more were to follow after the Apo- 
ſtles times,grievous wolves in ſheeps cloathing 3 and therefore it was very 
neceſſary to pick out ſome of eminent ſoundneſs in Faith, and Godlineſs of 
life, and ſet them np on high with great Authority, as fixed Stars in the 
Heavens (ſo ſtyled, Rev. 1.) to whom all might have regard in dangerous 
times, as Mariners obſerve in their Sea - faring journies. But the Scripture 
no where expreſſes any diſtinction of Order among the Elders ; we find 
there but two Orders mentioned, Biſhops and Deacons. Of Deacons we 
ſhall treat afterwards. Let us now proceed to the Order of Biſhops and 
Prieſts, which the Scripture diſtiaguiſhes not, for there we find but one 
kind of Ordination, then certainly but one Order; for two diſtinct Or- 
ders can*t be conferred in the ſame inſtant,by the the ſame words, by the ſame 
actions. They who think Deaconſhip and Prieſthood diſtin, the one 
ſubſervient to the other, though they intend in the ſame hour to conſe- 
crate the ſame Man Deacon and Prieſt; do they not firſt compleat him Dea- 
con, then Prieſt? I pray let any man ſhew me from Scripture (as I ſaid 
Timothy or Titxs or any one ordained twice, made firſt Prieſt, than Biſhop, 


which 
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which is abſolutely neceſſary if they be diſtin characters; and tis general- 
ly affirmed, though I humbly conceive they ſcarce underſtood what they 
affirm, I mean they underſtand not what theſe characters are, whether 
Greek, Hebrew, or Arabick, or what elſe, But let that paſs, I deſire them 
only to ſhew me how a man can make two charaQers with one ſtroke or 
motion, A. and B. at the ſame inſtant. If then neither Timothy nor Tits, 
nor any other, were but once Ordained, whence can we gather theſe two 
diſtin characters, theſe two diftin& Orders? We find the Apoſtles them- 
felves but once ordained, thoſe by the Apoſtles but once ordained, and ſo 
on. When St. Paul left Titxs in Crete to ordaln, he mentions only one or- 
dination, that of Presbyters, (ſo the word in Greek) no other; there's no 
commiſhon given him to ordain Biſhops and Presbyters. Who then was to 
ordain Biſhops there? not Titxs, he had no ſuch command, we do not find 
that St. Paul himſelf did; And ſure you will not grant that the Presbyters 
which Titzs ordained, that they could ordain Biſhops there, ſor you will not 
allow them to ordgin ſo much as Presbyters? Yet Biſhops you will needs 
have in every City, and in Crete were very many, who ordained Biſhops 
for them all? Traly I can't find, nor you neither I believe. But you will 
ſay, The ſuperiour order contains in it virtually the inferiour order, (let this 
paſs at preſent) doth Presbyter than virtually contain Biſhop? If ſo, then 
all Presbyters are Biſhops. No ſay you, Biſhop is the ſuperiour order, and 
that contains in it Presbyter. You ſay ſo, but by your leave-you are to 
prove ſo, or give me leave to ſay otherwiſe, cſpeclally ſeeing I have Scrip- 
ture for my feria and you ha ve none for yours. But ſhould I grant Biſhop 
the ſuperiour, what then? we find Titzs ordained not any but Presbyters, 
as he was commanded by St. Paul; ſo we are till at a loſs for our Biſhops, 
we find not their Ordination. Or did St. Paul miſtake in his expreſſion, and 
meaning Biſhops in every City, ſaid Presbyters in every Cin, let this paſs alſo, 
and I pray let us ſee what you mean by this, The ſuperiour order virtually 
contains the inferiour ? Do not you ſay they are two diſtin& Orders, two. 
real diſtin indelible characters imprinted in the Soul, as the School-men 
athrm (give me leave to talk their Language though I underſtand it not) 
If I take a fair Paper, and make an A. upon it for the character of Presby- 
ter, and then make a B. upon it for the charaQer of a Bifhop, the ſame Pa- 
per contains both Characters, but ſure one character doth not contain 
the other, A. doth not contain B. nor doth B. contain A. So the ſame 
Soul may receive two Characters, two Orders, but if the two Orders be 
diſtin&, how can they contain each other, I underſtand no more than I do 
theſe Holy Characters; If they can paint them out unto me in their pro- 
per figures, perchance I may underſtand them better, but as yet Iingeni- 
ouſly confeſs my ignorance. I grant in a M:taphyfical way of Abſtra- 
Qion, the ſuperiour ſpecies contains the inferiour genus. A Man, A rational 
creature, contains: he animality of a Horſe, the inferiour * 
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doth not contain a real Horſe in his belly; nor can a man beget Horſes or 
men when he pleaſes, Nor can you truly ſay a man is a Horſe ; I believe 
my Schoolmen would take it in ſnuffſhould I affirm any of them to be Hor- 
ſes, &c. But they affirm that a Biſhop doth not only virtually contain the 
Prieſthood, but is really a Prieſt, and can make Prieſts or Biſhops as he 
pleaſe, Whereby you may ſee this anſwer, That the Superiour Order vir- 
tually contains the inferiour, is a meer evaſion it ſounds as if it were ſome- 
thing, but really is nothing to our purpoſe at all; for we are not now upon 
Metaphy ſical abſtractions, but really individual ſubſiſtencies, t wo actual di- 
ſlinct Orders, as they would have it, two diſtinct indelible characters imprin- 
ted on mens ſouls by Ordination, as A. and B. which can never be truly affir- 
med one of the other. A. is not B. and B. is not A. a man is not a horſe, and 
a horſe is not a man; ſo a Biſhop oidain'd only Biſhop, is not a Prieſt, nor a 
Prieſt a Biſhop, if they be diſtinct. Wherefore I muſt believe them one and 
the ſame Order, eſpecially ſeeing the Scripture applies the ſame name pro. 
miſcuouſly to both ; which is the ſecond argument of their identity, to be 
one and the ſame. 

Ad.. 20 St. Paul ſends to Epbeſics to call thePresbyters of that Church unto 
him at Miletam, and ſpeaking to them, he calls them all Biſhops( in our Tran- 
ſlation *ris overſeees) Verſ. 28. So in his Epiſtle to the Philippians, he directs 
to all the Saints with the Biſhops and Deacons, both in the plural number, ſo 
that by the word Bifſbops,we muſt needs underſiand Presbyters ; for Biſhops 
as we now take the word, were rever many in one City. I pray obſerve 
alſo St. Pauli Epiſ. to Titzs,1.5. For this canſe left I thee in the Crete---that 
thox ſhouldeft ordain Elders in every City----if any be blameleſ7---for a Biſhop 
muſt be blameleſ7; ls it not here evident, That an Elder and a Biſhop in St. 
Paas Language is one and the ſame; otherwiſe there were no cohexency 
at all in St.PouP's ſpeech. If this be not convincing,beyond all poſſible eva- 
ſicn, I underſtand nothing of diſcourſe. Other ſuch places are obvious in 
Scripture to every one, I need mer.tion no more; only I deſire to inform the 
Reader of a paſſage to this purpoſe, in an Epiſtle of Clemens to the Corinthi- 
41: ThisClemens is mentioned inScripture,and is he whom St. Peter appoint- 
ed his ſucceſour at Rome, and who was of ſo great Authority, that as St. Hie- 
rome tells us, this his Epiſtle was read in the Churches: Now in this EpiFle 
Clemens particularly ſets forth the conſtitution of the Church by the Ar 
and what Miniſters they ordained in the Church; to wit, Biſhops + | 
cous, he names no other, which ſeems to me as full an evidence i 
there were no othgrOrders in the Church in thoſe days but thoſ'r 
yet we are ſure there was then Presbyters in the Church; i- Peter ard fob 
call themſelves Presbyters, and St. Peter calls them Presbyters to whim he 
wrote his Epiſtle 3 ſo that if there were but two O.dcts, .c wit, Be- and 
Deacons, Presbyters muſt be one and the ſame with Biſhops or wit! Deacors z 
not with Deacons, therefore one and the ſame with Biſhops ; One 2 
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called by two names promiſcuouſly in Scripture,as hath been ſhewed beſore 
And I deſire you to * that of thoſe two names Presbyter and Biſbop, if 
there be any dignity and emincncy expreſt in one more than the other, ſure 
it is in the name of Presbyter , not Biſhop , becauſe the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, and the chief of che Apoſtles (as ſome would have it who ſtand high- 
eſt on their Pantables ) are in Scripture ſtiled Prerbyters or Elders, as the 
word in our Engliſh Tranſlation, but never Biſhops, as I remember. And 
therefore I- can't but wonder why that haughty Head of the Papiſts ſhould 
not aſſume to himſelf the title of his pretended Predeceſſor St. Peter, Preſ- 
byter, rather than Biſhop, unleſs it be by Gods providential diſpoſure, to ſhew 
his blindneſs in this as well as in other things, and make him confute himſelf 
by this name of Bi, which was never given to St. Peter, no more than 
St. Peter gave unto him the Headfhip of the Church. As to the interpre- 
tations and anſwers given to theſe and ſuch like Scripture-expreſhons, ſure 
I need not take any pains ta confute them: for they are ſo weak, as that 
Petavins, a late Writer, and great ſtickler for the ſuperiority of Epiſcopecy, 
durſt not truſt to them, nor would venture his credit to make uſe of them, 
but found out a new and rare conceit, ag he conceives, That theſe Preſ- 
bytere mentioned in Scripture, and called by both names, were all really 
Biſheps , and that the Apoſtles ordained them fo, as moſt convenient for 
that time: for the Congregations of the faithful being ſmall ,« there needed 
no Prieſts under the Biſhops to officiate; and yet there was need of a 
Biſhop in thoſe ſmall Congregations, becauſe there were ſeveral things to be 
done, which were not within the power and capacity of Presbyters to act, 
(as he ſuppoſes), viz. the laying on of hands, and confirming the faithful 
after Baptiſm , the veiling of ä Women, the reconciling of Peni- 
tents, the ordaining Deacons where there was need: and adds moreover 
ſeveral impertinencies, as the making of Chriſm, conſecrating Church-Veſ- 
ſels, &c. And Petavins mightily applauds himſelf in this conceit, as the 
only means to clear all diſfculties. Our Doctor Hammond alſo finding the 
uſual interpretations of thoſe places of Scripture above mentioned too weak 
to ſuſtain the arguments builded on them for the Unity of Order,goes along 
after Petavius a great way in the forecited diſcourſe(though not in the latter 
impertinencies), and affirms that the Presbyters then were all Biſhops : And 
ſo far I go with. them, that all were Presbyters, all Biſhops, becauſe all was 
one, and one was all; ſeveral Names,not ſeveral Orders, as they would have 
it: And thus I humbly conceive, firmly proved by my former argument of 
one Ordination, wherein two diſtin Orders could not be a ; ſo 
that till I require them to ſhew me from Scripture where theſe Presbyter- 
Biſh»ps were twice Ordained , elſe it cannot be truly affirmed they were 
reailv and actually Prieſts and Biſhops. As for that anſwer, That though 
but one Order was conferred, viz. Epiſcopal; yet that being Superior tot 
Prieſthood, contains this virtually in it: Firſt, You are to prove Biſhop - be 

upe- 
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ſuperior to Prezbyter, which 1 deny, the Apoſiles being peculiarly called 
Presbytcrs. Secondly, That one contains the other, I ſuppole is already con- 
fated, and fully declar*d that it cannot be 3 and, as I mentioned before, you 
do in effect confeſs it your ſelves by your practice: for if the Superior Or- 
der ſo contains the inferior, as to enable a man thereby to act all things be- 
longing to the inferior, it is a very impertinent thing to ordain a man, as you 
do, firſt a Deacon, then a Prieſt, then a Biſhop, when you deſign to confer all 
upon him in the ſame day and hour. 


And now I pray give me leave to examine a little Petaviu his rare conceits 
which he conceives will ſatishe all former objections, and will meet with no 
new-ones. He confeſſes the Presbyters of the Apoſtles times were all of one 
Order, viz. Biſhops, becauſe the Prieſts of each congregations might per- 
form thoſe ſeveral acts he mentions, which a bare Presbyter is not capable of. 
And why not capable of them, how doth he prove this ? he brings not one 
tittle of proof for this out of Scripture, where there ate good proofs to the 
contrary. St. Peter and St. Fobw, Presbyters, could do all theſe and more : 
Ergo, Presbyters are capable of all. But ſaith he, The Apoſtles were Biſhops 
alſe;, alſo is impertinent, as ſignifying, ſomewhat elſe , whereas I ſay and 
prove tis one and the ſame Order, only another name, it lyes upon him to 
prove this difference of Orders ; and how doth he prove it, becauſe Presbyters 
oan't do the acts of a Bin, why, this is the thing in queſtion 3 and thus he 
runs round to prove this by that, and that by this, and not one tittle out of 
Scripture for cither. I know full-well by ſeveral Canons of Ceuncils made. 
ſome at one time, ſome at another,the —_ reſerved many things to them- 
ſelves, whereof moſt of them had been practiſed formerly by Preslyters, and 
the Canons were made to prevent the like for the future ; for had there been 
ſuch a practice, there had been no need of ſuch Canons, whereby they reſer- 
ved theſe things unto themſelves, and for their own greatneſs would needs 
perſwade the world, that Prerbyters were not capable of them. I grant, that 
for decency and order in that ſenſe, ſome things may be reſerved to ſome, o- 
ther things to others to perform; but that the Order of. Prieſthood was not 
capable, is even ridiculous; that the Prieſthood being capable to do the grea- 
telt things, ſhould not be capable to do the leaſt; he can conſecrate the ſouls of 
Men by Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, yet (forſooth) can't conſecrate their 
Oyl, and their Cups, and their Candleſticks, which we never heard the 
Apoſtles did or dream'd of, but are the fond dreams of doting men, juſt like 
the Phariſees, waſhing cups and platters after the Doctrines of men. Reall 
there needs no better confutation of their diſtinction and ſuperiority of Epiſ- 
copal Ocder, than the mean ridiculous things which they aſcribe unto their 
Biſhops, and debar Presbyters of, which methinks a Presbyter ſhould con- 
temn, were they offered him; and therefore ſuch Arguments as theſe are not 


worth the ſmall pains I have taken about them. 
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I proceed to ſomewhat that ſeems a little better; Petovine tells us, That 
the number of Chriſtians increaſing, aud Factions ariſing in the Church, 
the Apoſtles at length towards the end of their times, choſe out of theſe 
Presbyter-Biſhaps, . chief men, and placed them as Governours over the 
reſt, and reſerved unto theſe principal Men the power of ordaining 3 thus 
fac I freely conſent, the Scripture declares it, and it ſeems moſt Rational. 
And 1 humbly conceive theſe Governowrr, and Ordainers were Men of great 
prudence and moderation, and probably had alſo that gift of the Holy 
Gbeſt, The diſcerning of ſpirits, and judging of Men, ( a gift mentioned in 
Scripture among others) that. none might be admitted into the Priefthood 
but Men of meck and peaceable ſpirits. But now I would ask Petavizs 
when theſe Governing Ordeining Biſhops were ſet over the reſt of the 
Presbyter-Biſheps ? when Titus was firſt ſettled with this Authority in Crete, 
and when Timothy was thus placed at Epbeſw, where we find before were 
leveral Precbyter- Biſhops? what became of them? Were they un-Biſhop'd and 
made ſimple Presbyters ? they muſt no more ordain nor govern, but be 
ſubject to Timothy and Titus. I am ſure it was thought no ſmall puniſh- 
ment in future Ages, when Biſhops were thus by decrees of Councels abaſed 
and caſt down unto the Presbyter form, and it was for ſome notorious 
crimes. I pray what crime were all theſe Presbyter-Biſhops guilty of, to be 
thus han and tumbled down into another form ? Truly Peteviue 
deals hardly with them, unleſs he can ſhew us their crime. Or will he in- 
ſtead of accuſing them, excuſe himſelf, and ſay they were not un-Biſhopt 
nor abaſed, but only reſtrained from exerciſing that power their Order 
was capable of, had they been commiſhoned thereto. Truly I muſt com- 
mend Petevixs if he will thus ingenuouſly confeſs the truth; for I ſhall by 
and by fully declare that tis the diverfity of Commiſſion, and not of Order, 
that enables men to act diverſly ; and that a Biſhop without commiſſion, can 
do no more than a Presbyter without commitffion 3 and therefore I farther 
of Petavim, that, till he can prove the contrary, he would confeſs 
them alſo to be all of one fingle Order, called only by divers names, Prieſt 
or Biſbop, and one choſen out of the number, not the reſt abaſed, but he 
exalted with Authority to Govern. This is the rational and common pra- 
Qice of all Societics, Corporations, Colledges, Monaſteries, Conclave of 
Cardinals, what not? There is no new Order ſuppoſed in any of theſe, 
but only a new Election, and a new Authority given, according to the 
fundamental conſtitution of each Society. The Pope himſelf with: his tri- 
ple Crown, and triple dominion over all Patriarcks, Areb-Biſhops, Biſhops, 
pretends to have no new Order of Pepeſhip, but only the new Authority 
conferred by his Election: why then may not Presbyters choſen to preſide 
2 the mn Wy any ated ag rh do the 1 And ſor this very rea- 
on I conceive Iain Martyr uſes the name of Prefident always for Biſhop : 
and St. Cyprias alſo, a Biſhop himſelf, and moſt glorious Martyr, he calls 
himſelf - 
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himſelf and other Biſhops generally by the name of ' Prepofitzr, as If this 
were the main diſtinction bet wixt himſelſ and his Presbyters, that he was 
Præpeſums only, one of them placed with Authority over them; no more: 
Nor doth the name of Biſhop in the original Greek fignific any more than 
an Overſeer of the reſt. And as for the avoiding of Hereſies and Factions, 
they thought it meet to ſettle ſome Biſhop of great ſoundneſs in Faith, 
and godlineſs of life, with authority to reſtrain and chaſtiſe diſorderly Pa- 
ſtors. Juſt ſo, when whole Nations were converted, and not only the Pa- 
ſtors but the Biſhops alſo (pho had overſight of the Pattors ) encreaſed in 
number, than for the ſame reaſon it was thought fit there ſhould be an 
Overſeer of the Biſhops,and he called an Arch-Biſhop 3 when the Arch-Ei- 
ſhops were multiplied, then another ſet over them, and he called a Patriarch; 
and at laſt one over the Patriarchs, and he call'd Papa, a Pope, Catexoeben, 
though Papa before was a name attributed to other Biſhops. Now as Pope, 
P b, Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, are all one and the ſame Order (Papiſts 
themſelves grant this); ſo Bi, Elder, Presbyter, Prieft, all one and the 
ſame, only one of theſe ſet over the reſt, and he now particularly call'd Epiſ- 
eopas , that is, Biſhop, Catexochen, becauſe he overſees the Overſcers : but 
this laſt conſtitution only is Apoſtolical,the other of Arch-Biſhop, Patriarch, 
Pope, arc meerly humane,not at all mentioned in Scripture. 

But now another ObjeQion ariſes. Pet auiu grants that all the Elders 
which the Apoſtles Ordained were Biſhops, and toward the end of the A- 
poſtles days they ſet ſome eminent amongtt them over the reſt to govern and 
ordain Elders in every City, as Timothy and Titzs, and theſe Elders in every 
City wereBiſhops 3 and thus the Apoſtles left the Church with Bifhops on- 
ly and Deacons. And this is evident by what 1 brought before out of Cle- 
mens, who lived after the Apoſtles days, and mentions only Biſhops and 
Deacons left by the Apoſtles. This being fo, Ideſire to know who after the 
Apoſtles days began this new kind of Ordination of Pre sbyters or Elders, 
or Biſhops, the Apoſtles Ordained none ſuch; who then? and by what 
Authority was this new Order ſet up? the Scripture mentions it noty when 
and by whom came it in? A very bold undertaking, without Scripture or A- 
poſtolical practice. 

I will not boaſt my conceit as Petavim doth his; only I wiſh the Reader 
to confider which is moſt practical, moſt rational, or rather moſt Scrip- 
tural, thereon I frame this whole Fabraick as the Rock and only ſure Foun- 
dation» humane brain is too weak to ere and to ſupport theFabrick of the 
Church of God, which the Romanifts have made a very Babel with their 
humane inventions and multiplied Characters and Orders; ſome of them 
would have nine ſeveral holy Orders in God's Church-Militant here on 
Earth, becauſe there are nine ſeveral Ordets of Ccelcftial ſpirits in the 
Church-Triumphant in Heaven. This is a Caſtle of their own building in 


the Air, rare Foundation for God's Church-! Others will have ſeven fe- 
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tholy Qboſt ten bt ſexe enn gitu to confer on men S. Paul, Car. 12. 
counts unto us nme ʒ not as if theſe were all, but only for example ſake; 
to ſhew us that many and divers Gifts arc conferred on us by one ard tin: 
ſame Spirit; and in the concluſion of the ſame Chapter he mentions eight. 
Theſe things were uttered accidentally according to the occaſion, not as li- 


miting the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to any ſet Number. But if you will. 


farther look inte their application of theſe Gifts of the holy Ghoit,and ſee 
to what kind of ſevera!-Qrders they appropriate them, it would make u 


Man amazed to ſee ſaber learned Men, even rhe great Wit and Scholar 


Ajainæ, di ſcourſe in ſuch wild manner; as did you but ſtand behind a cer- 
tin to hear and not ſee them, you doubtleſs would conclude you heard 
ſome old woman in the Nurſery telling her dreams to children, rather than 
Divine Doctors in School. Ille name but one or two of their Orders. The 
Portor of the Church Door is one, and (he furſooth ) hath a Sacred Cha- 
raQer imprinted on his Soul, and his giſt is the diſcerning of Spirits, that he 
may judge who are fit to enter into God's Church, who to be fhut out. 
Another of their Orders is that of Acolothi, who ar: now ( anciently they 
were quiet another thing) certain Boys carrying Torches, and attend! 
on the Bifhop ſaying Maſs ; theſe have their CharaQer alſo, and their Gift 
of the Holy Gaolt, is the interpretation of Tongues, ſigniſied (no doubt 
en't) by the Light in their Hands, but under:tand no more of Tongues 


than the Stick of their Torch. 1 will not weary you with more of then 
Abſurditics. 


Our Epiſcopal Divines rejecting theſe chymerical fancies of orders and 


Chara.ters, ſuppoſe it to be a certain Faculty and Power conſerred by the 
layir g on of Hands for the excrciſe of Mini.terial duties; and according to 
tais purpoſe the Superior Order contains the Inferior, as the greater pow. 
er contains in it th. leſs thus Epeſcepacy being the ſuperior order, contains 
in it Pricithood and Deaconſhip, th. ſe three are their ſuppoſed diitinct 
Orders. They may ſuppoſe this if they pleaſe, and I may ſuppoſe the 
contrary : But | would gladly know on what Scripture they ground this 
diſcourſe, that's the thing I ſ ill require; and there we find no larger Fa- 
culty or Power given to Biſhops, but rather to Presbyters, as I have ſhewed, 
the Apo.tles who had the greateit power being itiled presbyters,not Biſhops. 
And when cur Brſb-ps do Ordain Presbyrers, do not tiey uſe the very ſame 
form of words which our Saviour uſed when he Ordained the Apoſtles ? 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt : whoſe ſins ye firgive, they are forgiven, &c. Do 
they not then by the ſame words confer the ſame power? ( for | hope they 
uſe no Equivocation, not mental Reſervation) if tie Power be the ſame, 
the Or det is the ſame by their own Rule. Again, let us examine their own 


Practice; do they not tequ re a Man ſhould be ordained firit Deacon. be- 


fpre he be ordaincd Ptie , and Prie.t beſote Bithop ? what needs this, if 
G the 


„. „eee 


(42) 


the ſuperiour contains the inferjour. But in Scripture we find it otherwiſe, 
Timothy who long officiated under St. Paul as a Presbyter, when he was left 
at Epheſus, and ſo when Titus was left at Creet, both to be Biſhops, we find 
no new ordination ; were this requiſite, ſure the Scripture would have gi- 
ven us at leaſt ſome hint of it, but not one tittle there. But if the Scripture 
be defective in expreſſions, you will ſupply it by the expreſſions and pra- 
 Qtice of the Church in firſt ſucceeding Ages. 

Before you go on and take much pains to ſne me this, give me leave 
to tell you, that I ſhall not eaſily recede from Scripture in fundamentals, 
cither of Faith or Church-diſcipline, in things indifferent of themſelves, 
or in more weighty matters very doubtfully expreſs't in Scripture, I ſhall 
always moſt readily ſubmit to the interpretation of the Primitive and Uni- 
verſal Church, I require both Primitive and Univerſal ; for I ſhewed be- 
fore,that in matters of Faith there were ſome errors very Primitive,yet not 
continued by the Univerſal Church, but rejected in ſucceeding Ages. And 
at the time of the Evangelical Reformation by Luther, Melantton,Calvin, 
&c. I can ſhew ſome errors generally received in moſt, if not in all the 
Churches of Chriſtendom, but neither approved nor known by the Pri- 
mitive Church: wherefore | require hat you produce, ſhoyld be both 
Pr imitive and Univerſal, and this to interpret ſome place of Scripture 
doubtful in it ſelf, not plain. Now as to the buſineſs in hand, l can't yield 
that the Scripture is very doubtful in it, or ſcarce doubtful at all; for though 
in Scripture tis not in ter minis ſaid, Pretbytery and Epiſcopacy are both one 
and the ſame order, yet the circumſtantial expreſſions are (as l have ſhew- 
ed) ſo ſtrong and many, that they are equivalentto a clear expreſſion in 
terminis. Secondly, this not a matter of any indifferency, but of vaſt and 
dangerous conſequence, if miſtaken, that a Church without ſuch Biſhops 
as you require can't be truly call'd a Church,and ſo we ſhall exclude many 
Godly Reformed Churches: for if Biſhops be of ſuch a ſuperiour and di- 
ſtinct order as you pretend, if the power of ordination be inherent in them 
only, then where no Biſhop,no true Prieſts ordained, where no Prieſts no 
Sacraments, where no Sacraments no Church. Wherefore I humbly be- 
ſeech you be not too politive in this point, le t thereby you do not only 
condemn a)l the Reformed Churches, but the Scripture and S. Paul alſo; 
who tells us, that the Scripture is ſufficient to make us wiſe to ſalvation, 
both in matters of faith and wor ks alſo,to inſtruct and throughly furniſh us 
to every good work: and will any deny this of Ordination to be both a 
good and neceſſary work, ſeeing that the powerful preaching the Word 
and adminiſtration of the Sacraments depend upon it. Wherefore 1 dare 
not by any means ſuſpect the Scripture defective in this weighty affair. 
Yet to ſhew you our willingneſs to hear all things; let us hear what you 
can tell us from Antiquity. 
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© The rt you bring is Epypbences, three hundred years 2 
from whom the main Odyectio is drawn „ ny of Order, and 
ſhot as a Cannon Bal l again't us beyond all poſlable reſitance, hut you will 
ſind ĩt to be a meet Tenais-Ball. Epiphenias malcing « Catalogue of Here - 
ti:ks, pos in irt for our, who = a Arrian, and morcover held that 
 Bifbops and Priefls were all of one Order, and of equal dignity and Authori- 
ty, and that a Presbyrer had power to Ordain, Confirm, and in ſhort, to act 
any thing equal with a Biſhop, That he was an Heretick is apparent, be- 
ing an Arrian; nay,l ſhall not ſcruple to yield unto you that he was an He- 
retick in this his aſſertiou concerning e aud Presbytery, (as we now 
underſtand them); I ſay, the Aſſertion contains Hereſie in one part but not 
in every part, vix. That the Biſhop and other Presbyters are of equal au- 
thority and power to act: this may, in ſome ſenſe, be called Hereſie, for it 
is againſt Apo.tolical Conſtitution declared in Scripture, therefore an He- 
reſie; and 17 can ſne me from Scripture as much againſt Identity of 
Order, I (ſhalt braad him for an H-retick in that alſo; but being ſure ther e 
is no ſuch thing in Scripture, there can be no Hereſie in affirming the Iden- 
tity. | fully agree with Tertuliar, we can make no judgement, de rebus fi- 
des, niſs ex literis fides, of matters ol Faith, but from the writings of Faith, 
that is, the Scripture,and therefore | ſhall never be pulled from this Pillar of 
Truth. The Scripture is our compleat Rule of Faith, no Opinion is hereti- 
cal and damnable which is not againit that. Now, Good Reader, pray take 
notice that Epiphanius was a very godly Biſhop in the main, but yet a very 
cholerick Man, as appears in that his fierce conteſt with Fob Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, and his bitter expreſſions therein, which I do not mention in 
diſparagement of this holy Man, but only to give the Reader a caution to 
remember, that paſũonate Men do ſometimes cenſure more ſeverely than 
there is cauſe : Epiphanius being a Biſhop,and finding the authority and dig- 
nity of Sp:ſcopacy much diſparaged by eAriw being an Arrian 1 
ſalls upon him ſharply ſor this his opinion alſo, wherein he was in part much 
to be condemned, as | freely confeſt before, but not in the very point now 
in queſtion, nor doth Epiphanius himſelf condemn him in this particular as 
an Heretick, but only in the groſs, to which I freely give my vote. But you 
will tell mc, that a Man of a far milder temper, St. Awſtin, doth alſo enrol 
e/Erins among Hereticks. | know it well, but I defire you to know that 
St.. Auſtin doth not lay this to his charge as an Hereſte, for he ſaith only 
thus; Ærius alſo was an Heretick, for be fell into Arrian Hereſie, and be added 
ſome . of bis own ; then St. Anſtin recounts ſeveral of his Opinl- 
ons, whereof this was one, That he affirmed there was no difference; be- 
tween a Biſhop and a Presbyrer ; where I pray you obſerve, St. Auſtin gives 
us the reaſon why he ranks him with Hereticks, ( viz.) becauſe he fell into 
the Arrian Herclic ; then follows, and he added ſome Opinions of his own- 
St. Auſtin calls theſe Opinions * Hereſies, for he doth not ſay he added 
2 more 
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tnore Horches offiis own. Secondly I pray you ohſerve, S. Aufi mas 
no mention of his aiming the Identity of Order, but only this, That there 
wos mo difference at all between Biſhop and Presbyrer, wherein | will con- 
deron Eri as well as you. But as for the Identity of Order, tis well 
known that St. Auſtin is noted by Medina; a Papiſt Writer, and others, to 
encline to this Op nion; but for my part, l think the words quot ed from 5. 
Anſtiz do not expreſs any opinion one way or other to this pur poſe, but are 
only a Complement to St. Hierem, who was but a Pres byter; yet in humi- 
lity St. Aaſtin „ a Biſnop, acknowledges him to be his ſu periour in ma- 
ny things. But l deſire you to take notice of another very remarkable and 
moſt worthy paſſage of St. Auſtin; who tells us plainly that we are not to 
read him, or any other Author, ever ſo holy, or ever ſo learned, with any ob- 
ligation to ſubmit to his or their Opinions, unleſs they prove their Opini- 
ons by Scripture, or convinc ng Reaſons. So then, had erm bren decla- 
red both by Epiphanius and St. Auſtin alſo, to have deen a Heretick in this 
very particular of Identity of Order, yet they bringing neither S:ripture 
nor a ny Reaſon at all, but meerly a bare narrative of eAri and his Opi- 
nions,not ſo much as calling his opinion in this particular hereſy, much leſs 
offering proofs for it; by St. A»ſtin's rule we may, with great civi'ity to 

them ard great confidence in the truth, ſtill aflrm the Identity of Order. 
But how will | anſwer that Objection taken out of St, Hierom, who, ſay 
vou, was as great a leveller of Biſhops with Prieſts as any (& therefore 
what ever comes from him, you may be ſure is extracted from him by the 
powerſulneſs of unden able truth)yet he conſeſſes that Biſhops have the au · 
thoriry of ordination more than presbyters; a man may ſmile to ſee this uſed 
as an Argument for the preheminency of Buhops, which is e irectty againit 
it: for 8. Hierom having difcour:t of the quality & Identity of Presbyters 
and Biſhops,and having brought many Arguments from ſcripture to prove 
that Biſhop and Presbyter was only two names for one and the ſame Of- 
fice z for a further confirmation hereof asks this queſtion, l pray What doth 
a Biſhop do more than a Presbyter except Ordination? plainly in imating 
thereby, that this could make no ſuch diſtinction of Eminency in them 
above Presbyters : | beſcech you conſider, do not Presbyters perform Of. 
fires of a higher nature than Ordination? Presbyters are ordained Embaſ- 
Tadors for Chriſt, to preach his Holy Goſpel for the ſalvation of ſouls;they 
areundet Chr:ft , Mediators hetween God and the people to make inter- 
ceſſion for them; they admini ter the Sacrament of Baptiſm, wherein the 
Children of wrath are regenerated and made the ci ildren of God, and heirs 
of eternal Life ; yea, they adrminiiter the Sacrament of the Lords ſupper al- 
ſo,themolt tranſcendent act of Religion & Chriſtian Dignity, whereby we 
are made partakers of tle Body and Blood of Chrit : and what doth a Bi- 
'Thop more then the ſt except Ordination? which;being no Sacramer.t, ſure 
3s inferiour in dignity to the other mentioned Acts, and therefore nm 
clevate 
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clerme chem so a higher degree. Judge now, Theſeech you wherher this 


queſtion 1 dana 3 Are not ſuch queſtions always tending to diſ- 
ragement.? When any Man is boaſting his power and Authority,ſhould 
come and ask, What can you do more then others, unleſs it be in this 


or that poor buſieſs not worth ſpeaking of? would he not take this as an 


affront ? Wherefore it cannot enter into my head, that St. Hieram intended 


by this Queſtion to expreſs any ſuperionr Order above the Prieſthood, but 
fowl the contrary, viz. That Biſhops having no other. power diſiin - 
r 


om Prieſts but Ordination, this could be no Argument for a diſtin and 


ſuperiour Order. And now [ deſire my Reader, if he. underſtand. Latin, 
to view the Epiltle of St. Hierom to Evagrixs, and doubtleſs he will won- 
der to ſee Men have the confidence to quote any thing out of it for the 


diſtinction between Eprſcopacy and Presbytery, for the whole Epilile is to 


ſhew the Identity of them, Before I chanced to reade the Epiſtle, 1 was. 


of the erioneous Opinion, that Biſhops were a diſt inct Order, but ſo con- 


vinc'd by this Epiltle, as | was forced to ſubmit to a charge: And | far- 


ther defire my Reader to obſerve the various fate of S. Hicrom and e/Eris : 
eAfriw is reviled as an Heretick for affirming this Identity of Order; Hie. 


ram paſſes for a Saint, and a great Doctor of the Church, though he affirms 


the very ſame as fully as eAr:;w, or any Man can do; and there fore it may 
be my fate to be reviledas AÆrius was; but our Saviour bids us rejo) e 
and be excceding glad when we are reviled for his Names ſoak: (or 
for his Words ſake, ſure all is one) for great is our Reward; and io l pro- 
ceed. 

But there lyes yet a great Objection made by our good Biihop Fl; he 
te lls how that Calutbus a Preabyter of Alexandria, took upon him to or- 
dan others; and that afterwards, in a Council of a hundred Biſhe ps in 
27 their Ordination was declared null, becauſe ordained by a Fre by. 
ter: From this and ſome other ſuch Initances, the Biſhop would pro e. 
that the Order of Prezbyters is not capable to ordain, therefore Bifbops 
are a diſtinct Order. lam ſorry ſo good a Man had no better a proof for 
his intended purpoſe. It ſeems he quite forgot how that the famous. 
Council of Nice, conſiſting of above three hundred, made a Canon, where- 
in they declare, That if any Biſhop ſhould ordain any of the Clergy be- 
longing to another Biſhops Dioceſs without conſent and leave had of that 
Biſhop to whoſe Dioceſs they did belong, their Ordination ſhould be null. 
You ſee then the irregular Ordination of a Beſbop is as null, as the irregular 
Ordina ion of a Presbyrer ; therefore the irregular Biſhop,and the irregular 
Prebyter are of the ſame Order, of the ſame Authority, neither able ta 
Ordain. Is it not moſt evident by this, that tis not their Order but Com- 
miſſion that makes them capable to Ordain; ſure an irregular Biſhop if of 
the ſame Order with the regular: Is the Line of his Dioceſs like a Con- 
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jarers Circle, withirit he is 2 Biſhop, without it he is none. No, bot 
within it he hath Commiſſion giver tim fo withour it a0 Com. 
miſhon, no nor to act in his own Dioceſs beyond his Commiſſion, Wick 
is to ordain only the Clergy of his own Dioceſs,. and within kis o Dio- 
ceſs. Conoey thing be mer ? Celan then being but 2 Prader. 
and under the juriſoiion of the Biſhop of Alu bis raking vp 
bim co ond Prevbyrers , Was bighly irregular and ipſolcot, and therefore 
tot ju declared null. I deſire the Papimtical School-Divines, with their 
asanifold cadelible chara Gers to obſerve here, how eaſily the Councils dacht 
out the indelible Character of Presbyter imprinted on the ſouls of theſe men 
srregularly ordaincd, they made a clear gaſure, not one tittle of it left. And 
could they ſo eaſily cancel the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt? I leave my School- 
men to find out how this rare ſcat was done. And | proceed to add a Ca- 
non taken from a Council at Antoich concerning Chorepi ſcopi, much to ohr 
urpoſe. 
5 When the Apoitles had ſetled Biſhops in every City, with authority 
of ordaining and governing the ſeveral Churches or Congregations with- 
in the Circuirs of thoſe Cities ; ſome were very large , and therefore 
in proceſs of Time, when more were converted to the Faith, and the 
Congregations encreaſed more in number, and at greater diſtance than 
the Biſhop himſelf could well have the overſight of; the Biſhop choſe 
ſome principal Men for his aſſitance; and dividing his great Circuit into 
ſeveral leſſer Circuits, placed theſe Men as Overſeers under him; and theſe 
were oled Chorepiſcopi; that is, Country Biſhops, and were much after 
the manner cf our Rural Deans, Thoſe Corepiſcops, Country Biſhops, 
being thus ſettled in authority to govern the Paſtoral Prieſts in their Cir- 
cuits, took upen them to ordain more Prieſts when occaſion required, 
which the chief Biſhops took very ill at their hands, as a great leſſening 
to their Supream Authority. And to prevent it for the future, a Canon 
was made in the Council of Antioch, about the year 340. to forbid theſe 
Country Biſbops to ordain any Prieſts. Now I pray you obſerve, Theſe 
Cborepi ſcopi were either really ordained in the Order of the Chief Biſbop, 
or not; if they were as full Biſhops as he, (as really they were) why might 
they not ordain Prieſts as well as he ? the chief Biſhop anſwers, becauſe 
he gave them no Com · niſſion. Whereby you ſee that the power of or- 
daining Prieſts was annexed no more to Biſhops than to Prieſts, unleſs the 
Biſhops received a new Commiſſion to ordain, as well as a new Ordina- 
tion. If it beanſwered , That theſe Chorepsſcop; were meer. Prieſts ſent 
forth to have inſpection only over other Pricits; Then | pray obſerve, that 
theſe Chorepiſcopi being meer Prieſts took upon them to ordain other prieſts 
which certaloly had been madneſs for them to do, had they then ſuch a 
belief of Biſhops as is now required. They might as well have underta- 
ken to create Stars in the Heavens: For if Bithops only have received a Di- 
vine 
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vine power from Chriſt and his Apoltles to ordain Prieſts, he that hath not 


this divine power of Ordination, can no more ordain a Prieſt, than a man 
without the divine power of Creation can create a Star, both are impoſſible 
in nature : from whence it muſt fol low, that theſe Country Biſhops were di- 
rectly mad in undertaking to ordain Prieſts; having received no ſuch di- 


vine power from Chriſt, his Apoſtles, or their ſucceſſors : But if we take 


theſe Country Biſhops for ſober godly perſons in their right wits (as doubt- 
leſs they were, being ſelected for that Office) they mu. t needs believethat 
being Prieſts alone, they had power to ordain other Pries; and alſ o be- 
lieved, that the Biſhops having made them overſecrs and Governors in 
their little Circuits, they had alſo received thereby Commiſhon to ordain 


as well as to govern, and were as little biſhops ander an Arch Biſhop,for 
ſuch really they were; ſo that I can't in charity cenſure them ſo much as 


of contumacy in taking upon them more then ( they thought at leaſt) they 
had Co mmiſſion to act: I doubt not but the chief Biſhop would be wary 
enough not to employ any contumacious perſons. I conclude then, firit, 
that it was only a meer miitake, an eaſie and pardonable miſtake of their 
Commiſſion, Secondly, That in thoſe times it was not thought an im- 


poſſible thing for bare Prieſts, no Biſhops, to ordain other Prieits,for then 


certainly they would never have undertaken it. And I confeſs my ſelf of 
their opinion; and can't but ſo continue till I ſee more reaſon to the con- 
trar * 

And I hope my Reader will ſee what weak proofs are brought ſor this 
diſtinction and ſuperiority of Order, no Scripture, no Primitive General 
Council, no general conſent of Primitive Doctors and Fathers, no not one 
Primitive Father of Note ſpeaking pirticularly and home to our purpoſe. 
Only a touch of Epipbenixs and S. Auſtin upon ria the Arrian heretick, 
but not declared, no not by them, an heretick in this particular of Eps/opacy, 
ſo that I my ſelf declare more particularly againſt him then theſe Fathers 
do, acculing him of Hereſie in part of his affirmatioa concerning Biſhop, 
hou not in every part. 
I ſhall conclade this buſlin=ſs by giving my poor Judgment drawn from 
the preceeding Arguments. I find in Scripture that the Priefthood is a holy 
Order, into which no man is to thruſt himſelf unleſs he be called; I do 
not find that De«conſhip hath an inſeriout part in it, or Epiſcopecy above it, 
but that it is compleat and entire init ſelf, and thatit may involve many 
Adminiſtrations in one and the ſame Order,and ſometimes many.in one and 
the ſame perſon. St. Fobn was an Apoſtle, an Evangeliſt, a Prophet, a 
Paſtor, a Teacher, an Ordainer (which we call Biſhop ) all theſe gifts he 
had by one and the ſame ſpirit, and in one and the ſame Prieſthood : Chriſt 
himſelf was of this Order, « Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedeh, 


that is, both King and Prie:t, theſe were his Othices ; he is called alſo the. 


Biſhop of our ſouls ; Was this in Crit a did inct and ſupecivur oſice or or- 
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was not df chi World, ro more was that of the Apoſtle 


fe | s; Our Saviour's 
office of Fr and Biſb was one and the ſame, ſo was chat oſ the Apoltles; 


andt cy Ordained and ſearpthers, as Chriſt Ordained and ſent them; 
chere was no di. tin dion or diverſity of Order in Chriſt and his A poſſies, no 
tnore Was there in thoſe, who were ordained & ſent by the Apoſtſes, though 
thore-might be divetſity of Gifts or Admini:trationg;all were not. Evange- 
liſts nor Prophets, ſome had the giſt of tongues, ſome of propheſie, ſome of 
Miracles, ſome of diſcerning Spitits; and ſome ſuch Giſt | conceive they 
might have hom the Apoibles oonſtituted ſuperintendent overſeers, Bi- 
- ſhops over the te t, endued eſpecially with the gift oſdiſcerning and judging 
ol men, and there ſore i: to be enttu.ted with the ordaining of others, fox 
which there-neceded-no new. order, but the enlarge ment only of their Com- 
miſũon to Ordain, to overſee and govern thoſe that were -Ordained, And 
theſe, as | ſaid before, being ſettled in this eminent u anner overtte reſt, 
.. were called by that. name in Creek which ſignifies as much, and which we in 
Engliſh call Biſhop; and by degrees this me was wholly appropriate to 
them. lu this order the Apoitles left the Church at their death, and in this 
order their Succeſſots continued it (as in duty ſure they ought) from time 
to time near one thouſand five hundred years, without any interruption, 
Whcrefore for any to alter this way of. Government, or to take upon them 
to Ordain, not being choſen this way to it, they & ould be guilty of great 
raſhneſs and high preſumption ;an4 | ttaak God, I am as zealous for the 
preſecving this Primitive way, as any Man; Yet I cannot by any means 
conſent to them, who would have Epiſcopacy to be a di!tinct order, ſor the 
Reaſons before given; nor.can I thiak the Ordination of a Prieit made b 
Prieſts invalid, for though it ought not tobe done, (but only of receſſity) 
yetbcing done tis valid, and cettainly may without any cri ne be done by 
any Priest, by ſhipwrack or any ſuch chance caſt into a cauntry where there 
were none Commiſſionated to Ordain ; in ſuch a caſe he might and ought 
to ordain other fit Perſons for the Service of God, and Preaching of the 
Goſpel. For who can doubt but that the ſubitance is to be preferred before 
Ceremony? and as S. Haul approved of the Preaching of Chriſt out of envy 
ra:her than no Preaching ; ſo doubtleſs to ordain out of order is better than 
no ordination, and the Church of Chriſt be deprived of preaching, praying, 
and Adminiſtring the Sacraments, and all other paſtoral Duties; ſo great 
neceſſity may well.excuſe any irrggularity : Yet where Order can polhbly 
be obſer ved, it ought to be, ſor God is the God Order.: Where fore he that 
willfully tranſgreſſes againſt order, tranſgreſſes againt God, and ſha'l re- 
ei ve to him ſelf damuation : for if to refit the Ordinance of man only in hu- 
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und temporal things be damnation, much more is it, to reſſd en 


elick Ordinance in things Spiritual and Divine, 


Ayo: 


Concerning Deacons. 


NAving thus ſtated and united the two pretended diitinct. Orders of, 
HE e, and Presbytery, I now proceed to the third pretended ſpi- 
ritual Order, that of Deaconſhip. Whether this of Deaconſliip be. properly: 
to be called an Order or an Om̃ce, l will not deſpute ; but certainly no ſpi-. 
ritual Order, for their Offiee was to ſerve Tables, as the Scripture phraſes 
it, which in plain Engliſh is nothing elſe but Overſcers ef the poor to diſ- 
tribute juirly & diſcreetly the alms of the Faithful, which the Apoll les 
would not trouble themſelves withal, leſt it ſhould hinder them in the mi- 
niſtration of the word & prayer. But as moſt matters of this world in pro- 
ceſs of time deſlect much from the original conſtitution, ſo it ſellout in this 
buſineſs; for the Biſhops, who pretended to be fucceſfors to the Apoſtles, 
by ſittle and little took to themſelves the diſpenſation of alms firſt by way: 
ofinf pection over the Deacons, but at length the total management, & the 
Deacons,who were meer Law-Officers,by decrees.crept into the Cnurch- 
Miniſtration, and became a reputed ſpiritual Order, and a neceſſary degree: 
and ſtep to the Prieſthood , of which I can find nothing in Scripture and 
the Original Inſtitution, not a word relating to any thing but the oideri 
of Alms for the Poor. And the firſt I find of their officiating in Spiritual: 
watters is in Jaſtin Martyr, who lived in the ſecond . relates, that 
when the Biſhop had conſecrated the Bread & Wine for the Lords ſupper, 
the Deacons took it from him, and delivered it to the Lay-Commumcanty 
there preſent, and carried it alſo to the Faithful.that were abſent, hindered. 
I gueſs, from coming by ſickneſs, or ſome other good excuſiag cauſe. In 
the beginning, when the Congregations of the Faithful were. ſmall, the 
Biſhop himſelſ delivered. the Communion to them, but at le th ãnereaſing 
to great numbers, it wauld have taken too much ef their 2 the Biſhop 
to have delivered it to the whole Congregation; ſo the Deacons were made 
uſe of as fit perſons for this matter; for in thoſe days there was always a 
Communion in the Aſſemblies on the Lords- Day, and the Lzity that Day. 
brought their ams and preſents with them, which were delivered unto the 
Deacons to diſppſe of to the Poor by the Rsſbops direction, and therefore. 
the Deacons rece ving from their hands their charitable Benevolence, werc 
thought the fitteſt to return agaiu to — hands the couſecrated Myſteries 
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b:iog part of their oſſerings. But ts evident this was not yet come to be: 
the general practice of all Churehes, but only in Greece where Fuſtin AMcr- 
tyr lived; for Tertullian who lived in Africk ſome years after 7uſtin, de- 
clares that the cu lo ne there was, to receive the bleſſed ſacrament trom the 
haads of the B:jhop only, whom he cal s the preſident, that is, whoſoever. 
was chief in the Aſſembly whether B ſbop or C reibyter: but yet | conteſs that 
this cuſtom of the deacons deliver ing the bleed Sacrament, or at leaſt one 
part of it,viz.the Chalice,by degrees be ame the cuito.ne in moit Churches 
in aftet ages; and ſo paſlig2 from one thing to another ia time they came to 
aJmigiiter the Sacrament ot Baptiſ., and at la t to the mic iſttation of the 
word, the buſineſs which the Apo:tles peguliatly reſerved to them wink 
waich the Ziſb»ps alſo for a long time reſervell ſo entirely to themſelves,as 
it was thought a great inſolency for any, even for the Presbysers, to take up- 
on them to preach in preſence of the BIAbhop. Valerius Biſhop of Hippo © as. 
Poſſidins relates) was ſharply rebuked by his fellow Biſhops for ſuffering St. 
Asſtin,then but a Preabyter, to preach before him. | know ſometimes it was 
ſuftered alſo in other Churches, but very rarely, where the Biſh p himſelf 
was of weak abilities for the work & had ſom? Presbyters under him very 
Eminent And ſo it was with. . hop Valerius and S. Auſtin, a perſon of great 
note in thoſedays. And thus you ſee in proceſs of ti ue how ſtrangely. 
things alter from their original in'titotion, the Biſhops omit preaching, and 
become ſeryarits of Tables, and the dexcons from ſerving of Tables itep up 
into the Pulpit: and became preachers. But Petavius takes upon him to 
prove Deaconſbip a ſpiritual Order, and brings us a more carly author for.it 
than Juſt in, that noble Martyr mentioned before, Ignatius, who in his Epi- 
ſtle ad Traili, calls deacons( as Petavins conceives ) Miniſters of the myſte- 
ries of Chriſt, Here I find that, which I often lament, icarned men to go on 
in a track one after another, and ſome through inadvertenzy,ſome through 
partiality take many einde of ancient Autaors quite different from their 
meaning. as here, all following the fir.t erroneous Interpreter of Ignatius. 
Whoever firſt tranſlated this Epiſtle of Ignatius, ſure this fancy of deacong 
ran much in his head, other wiſe he could never have found them here, ſor 
tis evident the word Diaconus in this place relates to the Pregbytery newly 
before mentioned, telling the people they ought to be ob dient to the Prez. 
ers as to the Apoſtles of Chriſt; (then follows ) Ton muſt therefore ple1ſe 
min all things, being Miniſters of tbe Miſteries of Chriſt, Mack | beſeech 
ou, Tos 3 is not Therefore a particle relating to what went 
fore, viz. to the Presbyt ers, otherwife the ſpeech is very abſurd, Should 
Ifay,Prefbycers are as the Apoſtles of Chriſt. therefore you mult in all things 
pleaſe the Deacons, were it fence? no, but juſt, Deus in cœlo, ergo baculus in 
anguls ; but to ſay the Presbyters ate as the Apoſtles, therefore you mult 
pleaſe them in all things, being the miniſters of the miſteries of Chriſt, as the 
Apoſtles were; this is very good coherent fence; and ſo run the words of 
Ignating ; 
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Ignatdur; butihe weak inter preter miitakingthe word Prov, Tan in 
to this error, and many Learned Men withoutany conſideration have. run 
after him. I grant th? word Diævonos is o ten ſet for- Deacons: ſpecifically: 
diſtinguilht from Presbyters; but tis very often fer for all Miniſters in ge- 
netal, Apoſtles, Bithops, Presbyters, as you ſind frequently in Sctiptute. 
St. Paul in one Epi. tle, vi c. the 2d. C. r. rwicz ſtyles himſelf and other 
Apoiiles Diaconous. And | do the more wonder at the Interpreters miſ- 
take in thrz place, becauſe by the following words Ignatius here excluges 
the ſpecifial Deacons, ſaying, Net the Miiniſters of mes and dtinkg, Now 
we know the ſpecitical Deacons were Mini:ters of meats and drinks to 
the poor, it was their proper work, ſor this very end they were choſen, 
Md for no other, as appears evidently in the At; and therefore [pnatius 
ſaying, Net the Miniſters of meats and drinkg directly excludes ſuch Dea- 
cons, and the werd Diaconow mu:t neceſſarily be taken in the larger ſence, 
and relate to the Presb\t:rs before mentioned, therefore pleaſe them in 
all things beiag the Minliters of the Myſteries of Chriſt, not of meats, 
and drinks ſor rhe pcor. Whocver underitands the Greck and wlll ſee, 
muſt needs ſee the truth of what a | affirm. But Petauiu intoxicated 
with this Spiritual Order of Deaconſhip, turas all this round quite 
another way, according to the working of his fancy. And ſo he doth 
ſome places of Scripture as little to his purpoſe as this. He tells us 
out of the Act, that Philip and Stephen, both Deacons, were Preachers 
of the Word, that is a Spiritual Work, therefore belongs to a Spiritual 
Order. I would gladiy know who informed Petæavius, that Philip who 
Preacht to the Eunuch, and afterwards went about Preaching to others, 
was Philip the Deacon and not rather Philip the Apoſtle, as ſeems to nie 
far more probable ; for-Pbilipthe Deacon was by his Office to reſide at Fe- 
ruſalem and take care of the Poor; thither the Algis of the Faithful were 
ſent, to relieve the Saints at Feruſalem. But you farther urge, Surely Ste- 
phex was a Deacon; and let Philip alſoif you pleaſe, it ſigniſies little to the 
purpoſe. Sure, | can ſhew out of S:ripture Preachers that were in no Spi- 
ritual Order, neither Presbyters, nor Deacons neither, as Aquila and Pri 
ſcilla his Wife too, find An, likewiſe, to whom they both Preached and 
inſtructed him more fully, ſure they did not ordain Apollo a Deacon, nor 
can | believe any of the Apoſtles ordtin'd him Deaton, and ſent him forth 
to Preach beſo e he was well Catechiſed in the Word, he was not ſo much 
as Baptized in Chriſt, but knew only the Baptifm of ohn; if not Bap- 
tizcd,ſurcly not ordained Deacon, yet he prevailed and mightily:convinced 
the Jews. It is in reaſon itrange, though in- practice common, to ſee how 
Men wedded to an Opinion, think whatever they reade ſpeaks to that, ſo 
Fathers, Doctors, all clink as they t'\ihk. In the Primitive time all both 
Men and Women did Preach the Goſpel,taken'i ſence, as St. Perer 
calls Noah a Preacher of Righteouſneſs,that is, t ed to inſtruct 
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albthey coaverſed with, in the Faith of Chriſt and Godlineſs, for whick 


many both Men and Women ſuffered Martyrdom, Wherefore though- 


Nui the Deacon and Seren Preach the Goſpel, it ſignifies notbing do 


the Spirituality of the Deaconſti p, ſeeing that thouſands of Lay-men and. 
Women alſo did the like. And ſo the Apoltles laying their hands on 
thoſe choſen to be Deacons, ſigniſies as little to this purpoſe. Do not we 
find that S aui laid his hands on the converted Diſciples at Epbeſes, and 
they received the Holy Ghoſt, and Propheſi:d, yet none of them ordained. 
either Presbyter or. Deacon. And ſometimes the Apoſtles laid their hands 
an thoſe that were already ordained, both Presbyters and Apoltles alſo, 
as on Barwabas and Paul, when they were ſent forth to Preach. This lay - 
ing of hands was a Ceremony uſed on ſeveral occaſions, | need not mention 
more, they are obvious to any that read the Scriptates. Tis evident then 
from Scripture, that the firſt jaſtitution of Deacons was a meer Lay · o flice, 
I, will not ſay a propha ne office (as ſome too groſſy and irrevereatly have 
termed it) but a pious and honourable Office in the Church of God, to 
ſetve Tables, to take care of God's Poor; but (as | have ſhewed) in proceſs 
of time it became quite another thing, and ſo different from the Original 
Inſtitution, as it made Chryſiſtome, and divers other greatand good Men, 
doubt-whethes the Apoſtles did not conſiitute two ſorts of Deacons, ſome 
for this Lay-Office, ſome for Spiritual · Offices. had Chryſoftome conſulted 
anly Scriptnre, he would never have doubted, nor dream t of two ſorts of 
: Deacons, there being no mention at all but oſ one; but he ſecing the pra- 
Ctice of the Church ( which he was wnwilling tocondema)ſo different ſrom 
chat one Apoſtolical Inſtitution ok Deacons; this ſo confounded the good 
: Mansbathe knew not well what to make of it, & willing to piece Scripture 
. and the preſent practice together, to put a new-patchupon an old Garment 
; made the rent the wider, rending the Deaconſhip in two pieces, which of 
old vas but one, only to ſerve Tables; which Othce he that uſed well, pur · 
chaſed to himſelf a good degree, a good eſtcem, and ſoit might be a re- 
. commendation-rothe degree of Pricſthood, though no neceſſary ſtep to it. 
Aud ſo.we find that holy Deacon and moſt renowned Martyr St. Lurrence, 
was madea Prieſt, but continued afterwardsin that ſame Office of Dea- 
eon unto death, which he ſuffered in a moſt crucl manner, laid on-a Grid · 
iron over. Coals, rather than he would give up the Treafury of the Church 
and Alms of the poor, to the covetous cruel Tyrant. This holy Deacon 
Jer vin brings to prove, that Deacons by virtue of that Order only, did 
- nigiſter in holy things, telling us, tnat St. Ambreſe mentions how he did 
dliſtribute in the Lords Supper, the Blood of Chriſt to the Communieants 
under Biſhop Xfire. Whereas St. Ambrofe tells us how he canſecrated the 
[Blood of Chrilt, which plainly ſnews how untruly Pot auius deals with ua, 
z und that St. Lawrence was a Prieſt, not-a bara Deacon, ſor neither Petavins, 
mor ever any. allowed Dcacens the.Conſceration af theſe Sacred 8 
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' Wherefore ſeeing the Scripture allows Deacons, as deacons,no more the 
ferving of Tables for the poor, whatever elſe Miniſtration is allowed them 
is by humane Authority, not Divine, and their Office or Order, which 
you pleaſe to call it, being about Temporal * muſt be Temporal, not 
Spiritual. And fol leave them to their proper Office of ſerving J able, aot 
finding in Seri pture any thing more belonging to them. | 


— — * — 
_ * 1 * - 


Concerning Confirmation. . 


Onfirmation of ſome ſuch thing is ſo neceſſary, that for want. of dye 
execution thercof, Perſons extreamly unfit are admitted to the holy 
Table of our Lords Supper. I fear a gorge of the Communicants of this 

Nation do not ſuſficiently underſtand the true meaning of theſe holy Myſte- 
t ies, the due preparation for them, the bene fits, the damages, in worthily ar 
unworthily receiving them: This I affirm upon experience, having, by way + 
of diſcourſe, que. tioned many both of low and high degree, where oʒ 
would little expect ſuch Ignorance. And hy reaſon of this groſs lgnorancs 
in due preparing, and conſcientious reccivingthe bleſſed cordial and medi- 
cine of the Soulé of power in it ſelf to cpre all our diſeaſes if rightly appli 
ed) is turned into our deſtruction, and damnation of the Soul. For this 
holy Sacrament rightly appiebended, would ſtrike a terror into the Soul & 
a dread of Sin, but Men receiving it without. any regard. into their. finful 
ſauls, the beams of grace which this Sun of righteouſneſs brings with it, hat- 
den their dirty hearts, and make them afterwargs unſenſible of any hortid 
abomination whatſoever. And all this is occaſioned by the want of ſome 
fit Perſon of authority, to examine youth of all degrees, ever ſo high or ever 
ſo low,. before they are admitted to the Lords Table. For there being ma- 
ny poor ignorant Curates, many unconſcientious careleſs Miniſters, many 
over-awed by the ſuperior quality of their Pariſhioners, ſome cannot, ſoggy 
will not. ſome dare not ſearch into the requiſite abilities of perſons to he ad. 
mitted. All which. was preventec in the Primitive times of Chriſtianity, 
when able and holy, Biſhops were elected, and therefore reverenced and 
obeyed. inall Spiritual matters by the greateſt as well as by the leaſt. Theſe 
diligently and publickly before the Congregation at ſet . times in the year, 
chiefly at Eaſter, examined thoſe who had been converted to the faith from - 
infidelity that year, and thoſe, who baptized in the faith, deſired admittaace, 
io the Lords Table; and upon approbation aad confirmation of the Biſhop 
fit perſpns only were publick ly Baptized by him, and at the Church Joag® 
2.-09D . 
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- aſ2on an Ohurches were built, whore the Bapitery was pla:ed, and then 
brought iuto the Cuutch and admitted to the Lords Table: And no infe- 
- rjour Mini:ter.dtd either Baptize,ur adminiiter the holy communion, unleſs 
it were by the Biſhopʒ crder on urgent occaſions. Theſe things are very 
well knowo to tne Learned, ho are converſant in Ig his Epiſtle, Ju- 
ſtin Martyr, T. riuili an. Cyprian, and othec ſucceding writers, And in ſhort, 
nothing was done of any moment, as is plain in Ignatius, but by the Biſhops 
directions. But at length the number of Chrutians growing great, and 
multitules of Children daily born, and an opinion growing up alſo, that it 
uas abſolutely neceſſaty for the ſalvation of Children not only to be Bapti- 
⁊ed, but alſo to reveive the boly Communion before death; it was impoſũ- 
ble for the Biſhop to be at hand to perform all, to give particular order 
for all: neceility ſorced every prieſt in his cure, to perform theſe offices. Vet 
in proceſs of. Time, the Opinion of the neceſſity for Children to receive the 
: holy Communion before death, declining, and few or none admitted till 
the age of deſcretion,& the neceſſity of Baptiſm for Children ſtill continu- 
ing, che Biſhops ſuſfcred ſtill all Mini.ters to baptize,but reſunicd to them- 
ſelves again the power of Confirming and Licenſing youth to the holy 
Communi n. And Biſhops only for a long time exccuting this Office, it 
grew by degrees into an opinion, that Biſhops only were capable to do it, 
and that Confirmrtion was a Sacrament, and ſuch a Sacrament as inſeriour 
Prieſts, ſuppoſed then alſoto be of an inferiour order, were not to meddle 
with. Whaterrors will men, yea learned Men, carried along with a croud 
ſlide into, not willing to ſtand in oppoſition with a multitnde, eſpecially 
v hen countenanced by the Biſhop their Superiour, And then ſucceeding 
learned Men having in their infancy ſucked in the error, continue it in their 
riper Learned years, and endeavour to defend it as a certain truth; and at 
laſt it paſſeth for an Article of Faith, neceſſary to be believed. Thus have 
I laid out before you the true State and progreſs of this buſineſs of Con- 
firmation. 

Now | pray conſider firit ; Suppoſe Comfirmation to he a Sacrament, 
and to be admini.tred by the Bithop only, and none to be admii:ed to the 
Lords Table till Confirmed : How is it polſible ſor a Biſhop of ſo large a 
Dioceſs,as ſome of ours are{ſome extended three or fourſcore miles, many 
forty or fiſty) perſonally to Confirm half the Youth in a Dioceſs, if he duly 
examine oach one, as is molt fit and neceſſary. We ſec how this is perſor- 
med in their Triennial Viſitations; not a quarter -of thoſe, who are ad- 
mitted ever come to the Bithop, and yet the crowd is great: What is then 
done to thoſe that come? They are asked by the Birhop, whether they be- 
lieve, and wil):perfom thoſe things their God-fathers and God-mothers af. 
firmed and promiſed for them at their Baptiſm; they anſwer, yes, and fo are 
confirmed : But what thoſe things are, whether they underſtand and can 
give a good account of thaſe thinga, not a word of this. Oh but the Curate, 
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who pre ſeuts thoſe Children to the Biſhop, aſſures him that they are full 
in.trocted for it; this is the thing we complain of and deſire to be redreſ- 
ſcd , that it may not be leſt to the diſcretion and care of every Curate, ſee- 
ing what pittiful creatures are by them admitted. And do we nat ſee ſome - 
times (the Curate deſiring to pleaſe the fond Mather ).children confirmed 
ſo young as cannot without a miracle be of a capacity to under tand thoſe 
divine My:teries. Beſides, it may often happen that a pious child well fitted 
for the holy Sacrament, and perchance being weak, earneſtly deſires it be- 
fore his death, yet muſt itsy ſume years till next Viſitation, or.take a loug 
Journey to the Biſhap, for which he may want ſtrength or means to ſup- 
port him. But inthe Primitive times the Biſhops Confirmedevery year; 
their Dioceſs alſo was.very narro'y, ſo that acceſs to him was very quick 
and eaſie, and the work was as caſic to the Biſhop, yea and eaſie alſo to the 
inferiouc Curate to inſtruſgt and prepare them; ſor parents and Maſters did 
then according to their bounden daty (the great nzgleCt whereof in theſe 
daies wlll find ſore puniſhment at the lait day) made it their chief care ta. 
ee their Servants and children from their infancy in the principles of 
eligion, 

You.ſee how impoſſible it is for a Biſhop ina large dioceſs and Triennial 
Viſitation to perform this neceſſary work as it ought, and therefore in the 
ſe ond place conſider, how neceſſary it is for the Biſhop to appoint ſome 
diſcreet conſciencious Miniſters (as our Dean Rurals ſhould be) in ſeveral 
Circnits to cxamine and licenſe to the Lords Table : for | paſs it as granted 
t zat Conformation is no Sacrament, and if it were, why may not Prieſts- 
not-Biſhops perform it? certainly there is not one word in Scripture for- 
bidding it, or an colourable pretence againſt it, nor can I diſcover the 
leaſt ground of reaſon to forbid it; inferiour Miniiters performing other of- 
fices ſuperiour to it, and certainly equal to it, though it were a Sacrame nt, 
which our Church denies. There is nothing in the world can be prete nd- 
ed, but that in the beginning Biſho ps did only perform it. To this I an- 
ſwer,that from the very beginning there were no other Prieits but Biſhops, 
as | have ſhewed you, and then Biſhops, did all other Mioiſterial Duties, 
preach, Pray, Baptize,Catechiſe : and in ſucceeding ages,when there were 
ſeveral inferiour Prieſts not Biſhops, all but conftrming was ever tranſmit - 
ted to them; and to Deacons alſo preaching, Praying and Baptizing, nay 
Baptizing tolerated in neceſſity to Midwives (I wonld gladly ſee any ſ ach 
thing in Antiquity ) & ſhall confirming,the meaneſt of all rheſe, be denyed 
priels You will tell me there have been decrees in ſome Councils to forbid 
it - and will you be bound up to all the decrees of Councils, without ſcrip- 
ture or any reaſon for them? If once we leave Scripture and hearken to the 
doctrines of men, ever ſo holy, ever ſo Learned, ever ſo primitive, we fhall 
ſoon be wheedled into the Papiſts Religion, and many other Errors, which 
the papiſts themſelves now reject, as I have declared, at large _ oo 
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therefore 1 forbear, ſaying more to this purpoſe; hut proceed to a third 
Cenfideraiien, what Jil the hen aol et prepare . ſor the recej- 
ring the holy Ceammurien in ecery Cure, and then preſent them to ſuch 
8 e appointed to Licenſe them, 

la the firit place, I humbly conceive it will be neceſſary to add unto the 
Catechiſm, a ſhort and plain Paraphraſe upon every ſentence inthe Creed 
the Lords praycr, and Ten Commandments, and particularly to explain 
every uruſnal hard word therein. For thoſe general Queſtions at the end 
of them do not ſo ſuihcicatly open the underſtanding of the weaker or 
duller auth, as that they know how to apply thoſe generals to each par- 
gcular ſentence z but many Youths who can moſt readiiy ſay the Catechiſm 
to a little, yet underſtand many words no more thenif they were Greek, 
and ſcarce are able to give you the meaning of any Scmtence in tneir 
own words: And although they have all pcrfeftly by heart, as we 
ſay , yet have very little in therr heads and underſtandings ; and ſo 
» Parot may be well nigh as capable of the Lords Supper, as ſome of 
thoſe, 

In the next place I muſt tell you, That 1 fear as much Miniſters of the 
beſt parts as thoſe of the meaneſt for this neceſſary work of Catechizing , 
leſt both have the ſame effect, though they act extreamly different, the 
one talking non-ſence , the other above common ſence, both of them con- 
founding the brains of the poor Youths, who uuderitand neither of them. 
I have heard ſome Learned Miniiters call thc Youth together, ask a few 
Carechiſmqueitions, which the Boys anſwering readily. are commended 
and diſmifſcd : And then begins this learned man a profound Lecture, ſha- 
pedaccording to his own large dimenſions, at which both boys and Mea 
alſo ſor the.molt part gaze as ata prodigious Monſter of Learning; and 
perchance ſome of them ſay to themſelves the ſame, that Feſtus ſaid to St. 
Paul, the man is beſide bimſelf, mach. Learning bath made him mad. Sure 
he doth not know where he is, not in an Untiverſity- School of Divinity 
but in an Aſſembly of weak and filly Youth (who muſt be fed wb milk, 
and are not Capable of ſtrong meat) where it were better for him with 8. 
Paul, to ſpeak five words with his underſtanding, that by bu voice be may teach 
others alſo, than ten thouſand words in an unknown tongue, or in ſuch Engliſh 
as they underſtand no more than an unknown tongue, I humbly beſeech 
theſe Men to a:tcnd to the Form and Phraſe of he Goſpel, and mark what 
kinde of matter and language the Divine Oracle uſed in Preaching ir, even 
to the learned Scribes and Phariſees, aud to learn of him who was |. wly in 
heart, and come not to ſee K bu own glory, but the gleryof Him that ſent him. | 
defire them alſo to read the latter end of the ſirit Chapter of 1 Cor, and the 
beginning of the ſecond, and learn from thence to ſpeak the wiſdom of 
God iv the weak and foaliſh way of preaching, to inſtruct and gain the 
weak and ſooliſh, yet wile unto God, Really no Man that hath not 22 
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as dear to him. yea it ſeems dearer, ſee ing St. Pex! tells us in the place before 
cited , that he calls more of them to Salvation: and therefore they ought 
to be asdear to our Saviours Miniſter, and to be chiefly called and ſought 
by them; and then they ſhall be ſure to have their reward from this our 
lowly Saviour. 

In the laſt place, Iconceive it neceſſary to conſider, what courſe may 
be taken to bring all to Catechiling: for I have beard ſome Pious Mini- 
ſters much complain, that they have uſed their utmoſt endeavours, er 
cannot eſſect it: and it. can never be expeRed , that many of the Youth 
will come, unleſs compelled by Parents and Maſters ; of whom many are 
- focareleſs, many ſo covetous, as they think every hour loſt, which is not 
fpent on their w affairs : ſo that the Parents and Maſters need com- 
pulſion as well as their Children and Servants. And eonſidering how this 
neceſſary work of Catechiſing hath been neglected for many years paſt, it 
is much to be feared that the « 
would Perents and Maſters well conſider the.great advantages that would 
accrue to them, even in their worldly concerns, they would be very 
zealous to come themſelves, and both ſee and hear their youth Catechized, 
and bred up in Piety and Godlineſs : the want whereof hath bred that 
great undutitulneſs in children, that ſloth and falſeneſs of ſervants, which 
we ſadly bebold in this degenerated age. And let me mention once again 
the ſtrict account Parents and Maſters muſt give to God for ſo great neglect 
to thoſe committed to their charge, Wherefore unleſs ſome fitter expe- 
dient can be found, I humbly conceive it would bave ſome effect, if ſuch 
careleſs Parents and Maſters were not admitted themſelves to the Holy 
Communion , who were faulty in this kind ; for though many of them are 
not very zealous of the Holy Communion, and could eaſily pals ic by, yet 
for reputation ſake they would not eaſily incur the being te jected; and 
doubtleſs many of them · would he moved thereby, and tbe exampie of ſore 
would be followed by others, and ſo by degrees the number would encreaſe : 
and when Catechizing by this means begins to grow in faſhion , it would 
quickly be taken up by all. God be merciful to us, that Religion in many is 
chiefly for faſhion ſake!yer l hope by Gods aſſiſting grace, religion * 
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though but in feſhion ; would end at laſt in true Devotion, at leaſt in ma- 
ny, if not in all. However, it is good that God ſhould publickly be glo- 
rifled, the publick would ſpeed the better for it, though the private hy 
crites ſuſſer puniſhment in the end. God in his mercy turn their hearts ther 


they may eſcape. 


Of Church Government. 


M* aſt particular which remains yet to be handled, is that of the Au- 
thority of Biſhops to govern as well as to ordain. And in the firſt 
| place, who can but wonder to fre men ſo zealous in aſſumingto themſelves 
| the ſole power of Ordination, ſo much neglect, and even wholly abandon 
the power of the Keys, that of Excommunication, ſo high and fo dread. 
ful; which, though by great abuſe in later times, is made very eont 
tible, yet in the original inſtituuon avd Primitive practice, v terrible. 
A power to deliver men over unto Satan, that-Prince of darkneſs. to take 
full poſſeſſion of their Sou's, and ſometimes of their Bodies alſo , both be- 
ing ſentenced thereby to the everlaſling fares of Hell; and likewiſe a 
power to releafe penitent Souls from the chains of darkneſs, and ſlavery of - 
the Devil, and reſtore them to the glorious liberty of the Sons of God; 
whereby they are made Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. If there be any) 
thing under Heaven fie to ſtir up the Ambition of mortal men, yea anam- 
bition in Angels themſelves, ſure this is ir. Who can forgive (ins but God 
alone faid the Jews to our Saviour Chriſt ſwelling with indignation 
againſt him for this, though they had ſeen many divine Mirales wroughc 
by him, yet this is ſo peculiar , ſo tranſcendent a divine act, as not to be 
offered at by any but the great God 7choveh himſelf, But blefſedfor ever 
be this great and gracious God, who by bis eternal Son Chriſt Jeſus hath 
given this power unto men. As his heavenly Father ſert him with this 
power, fo ſent he his Apoſtles with this power, ſayingunto them, boſe- 
ſee ver ſins ye remit they are remitted unto them, and wh:ſeſcever ſins ye retain, 
thy are retained; Wherefore if there be any __y inthe Office of a Biſhop 
to be ſtood upon and challenged peculiar to themſelves, certainly it ſhould 
be this; yet this is in a manner quite relinquiſhed unto their Cha ncellors, 
Lay men, who hive no more capaci:y to ſentence or abſolve a ſinner, then 
to Ciſſo've th: heavens and ea rih, and make a rew heaven and a newearth, 
and this pretended power of Chancellors is ſometimes purchaſed with a 
ſum of Money, their Money perifh with them. Good God | what a * | 
ROE rid 
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rid abuſe is this of the Divine Authority. Bat this notorious tranſgreſſion 
is cxoaſed, a8 they think, by this, that a Miniſter called the Biſhops ſurrogat, 
bur is indeed the Chancel!ors ſervant, choſen, call'd , and placed there by 
him, to be his Cryer in the Court, no beiter, that when be bath examined, 
heard, and ſeni enced the Quſe, then the Miniſter (ſor ſooth)pronounces the 
ſentence. Juſt as a Rector of a Pariſh Church ſhould exclude any of bis 
Congregation, and locks him out of the Churc?, then comes the Clerk ſhews 
and pingles the Keys, that all may take notice that he is excluded. And by 
this his authority the Chancellour cakes upon him to ſentence, net only Lay- 
men, but Clergy-men alſo brought into his Court for any delinque cy, and 
in the Court of the Arches , there they ſentence even Biſhops themſelves. 
This is a common practice indater ages, but in St. Awbroſe bis time ſo great 
a wonder, as with amazement cryeth out againſt the Emperor Valertini- 
an, when be took upon him to judge in ſuch caſes, ſaying, When was it cver 
heard of fince the beginning of the World, that Lq- men fhould judge of ſpirit u- 
Alt, (he means in ſpiritual things, not in temporal things, which by the laws of 
God and man belongs to the Lay-Magiſtrate.) This was that Ambroſe of 


whom the other great Emperour, as good as Great T beodefoess , Father to 
this Valextinies affirmed, fwmbroſe only knew how to ict the Biſhop , and 


with all Chriſtian humilicy this great Em perour ſubmitted to the ſentence 
of this godly Bifhop, denying him entrance inte the Church for the cruelty 


ed by his Souldiers at Theſſalovire by his command; and upon his great 
-repentance and nce d ſ months together, and after pub- 
tick confeſſion in the Church, was again abſolved and joyfully received 


into the Church. Oh my Great and Reverend Fathers of ghe Church 
the Biſhops, whom Chrilt hath cleaved to his high dignity, whom he hath 
made Kings and Princes, whom he hath called to fic with him on his 
Throne, there to give ſentence of eternal life, or eternal death; can you 
ſo tamely part with this prime flower of your Crows, yea the very Apex of 
it, and ſuffer the Lay-members of the Church to uſurp this divine authority? 
Or how can you anſwer it to the chief Biſhop of our Souls, if any one Soul 
by the ill management of the Chancellours ſhould certainly periſh ? ſhall 
not his blood be required at your hands ?. But perchance ſame of you will 
_ anſwer, Tis no taulc of yours, but of you predeceſſors , who gaye ſuch 
Patents unto them, 2s n they exerciſe this power, will ye 
nill ye. Tis too true, and l remember when;the Biſhop of xells, hearing 
of a cauſe corruptly managed, and coming into, the Coyreto rectiſte it, the 
Chancellor Dr. Daky fair and madderly bad him be gage, for he had no 
powerthere to act any thing. and therewithal pnlle out his Patent ſealed 
by the BifhopsPredecefior; which like Perſeru'n Meld with the Cor gon: head 
frighted the poor Bifhap out of the Court. Where are you Parliament men 
vou geat Sons of the Qhurch ſo.zcalous for Epiſcopal Government, yet 
ſuffer this prineipal part af it to be thus alienated and uſurped by Lay- men ? 
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If an unordained perſon take upon him to pray or preach , with what ot 
cries and ſevere Laws, and with great reaſon alſo, you fall uron him; but 
if an unordeined perſon take upon him to judge, ſentence, and excom- 
municue Biſhops themſelves, you calmly paſs it over, take no notice of 
it. You will anſwer-me , The Biſhops themelves paſs it over, yea and 
paſs it away from themſelves and their ſucceſſors, for to gratifie their kinſ- 
men, or their friends; ot perchance for worſe; why then ſhould you ſtir in 
it. Truly in this you bare reaſon, and the blame muſt wholly light on 
them, who do not ute all poſlible endeavonrs, and implore your aſſiſtaner 
alſu to rectiſie this great abuſe, which ſubverts che-mainPillar of the Church 
Government, this is no Ceremonial matter, but the very ſubſtance of, 
they ſtrain at Gnats and ſwallow Camels, For Chancellors to intermeddle 
in Probats of Wills, payment of Tythes, or any other temporal matters, 
there is no Scripture nor-Reaſon to commend, but rather to condemn, Bi- 
ſhops ſhould they interpoſe in ſuch matters ſor which they have no com- 
miſtion from Scripeure , hut rather a prohibition from that ſaying of our 
Saviour. Man who made me 4 judge or divider ever you v but then it will 
be neceſſary that Chaneellours have alſo power of Temporal puniſhments, 
and not prophane that high and holy power in ſurdid earthly things; cer- 
rainly a greater prophanation than to convert a Chureb into a Chandler 
Shop, the Church is a bulk of carthiy materials, and holy only by dedica- 
tion; the power of its Keys is in its own nature and original conſtitution 
Spiritual and Divine: If Ua being no Levite ſuffered death for laying 
hold on the Sacred Ark of God to ſupport and hold it up, what ſhall 
he ſuffer who being no Conſecrated perſon , lays bold on the ſacred 
authoriey of God to pull ic down from Heaven to Earth.? Let chem 
conſi der. F | C 
But let. nat the Civikangfut this account me an Enemy to their Proſeſſton, 
which no man honours more, ar d | heartily wiſh much more of our: Civil 
matters were committed to their management and judicature. . The Ciuil 
Law is that whereby mot of the -civ:lized World is govern'd , and if we 
will have commerce with them, tis fic we ſhould have able Civilians fo 
deal w. th tbem, which will never be, unleſs they have proficable and ho- 
zourable places to etxourage them for it ; all that 1 beg of themis; that 
they would conta in themſel des within their own Sphear of activity, and not 
jntrude into ſpitithal and :ſacred matters, committed by Cbriſt and his 
Apolile: to the prièſthoed. And ſol bog of Prieſts, that they would not 
intermeddle in Lay and Temporal Offices. In the time of Popery , when 
<piritualand Temporal affairs were all imenningled and horribly conſoꝶn- 
ded, as the Pope-rook'upon him Secular and Imperial Authority, dirt diy 
contrary to he Wo · d and Conſtitarons af Chriſt;ſothe Biſhops and Prieſts - 
under him intermeddled in all Secular Aﬀetirs and Offices , and in this Na- 
uon Biſhops were frequently Lord-Keepers, . Treaſurers, Chief. Juſtices, 
| Vice- 
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vice Roys, what not ? which is ſtrangely un- A poſtolical ard unt aw ſul. 
their vocation being wholly Spiritual, as Men choſen out of the World, 
ſhould have no more to do with it, thanof meer neceſſity for food ard rar- 
ment. Wherefore te take upon him any Lay - Office. which muſt needs t ke 
them off much from r the Word and prayer, is doubileſs ve- 
ry ſinfu: For Act, 6: we find the Apoſtles give themſelves continua ly to 
theſe, and would not endure to have theſe imerrepred by that charitable 
Office of taking care for the p3or , certainly then they would have much 
leſs endured , yea, abominatcd to be taken off by temporal and wordly Ot- 
fices. And on this occaſion, let me ſpeak a word to thoſ: ofthe inferivur 
Glerg-, who take upon them to ſtudy and praRiſe Phylick ſor hire , this 
' muſt needs be likewiſe ſinſul. as taking them off from their ſpiritual employ- 
ment; had they iludied Phyſick before they entered Holy Orders, and 
would after make vſe of their skill among their poor Neig' bours out of 
charity, this were commendable, but being entered on a ſpiri: ual and pa- 
ſtoral Charge, which requires the whole man, and more to ſpend their 
time in this, or any other ſtady not ſpiritual, is contrary to their voca- 
tion, and conſequentiy ſinful; and to do it for gain is ſordid , unwor. hy 
their = and holy Calling. But Neceſſitas cogit ad turpia, the mainte- 
nance of many Miniſters is ſo ſmall, as it torces them even for food and 
rayment to ſeek-it by other Employment, which may in ſome meaſure 
excule them, but mightily condemn thoſe who ſhou'd provide better 
for them: Whether this belongs not to King and Parliament, I muſt humb ; 
ly beſeech them in Chriſts na me ſeriouſly to conſider; I crave pardon for 
this (I hope uſeful) Digreſhon, and return to the Buſineſs of Excommuni- 

cation. 
This Sacred Authority of Ex communication being committe d by Chriſt 
to the Apoſtles, by them to their Succeſſors, was uſed in weigbty and 
very ſcandalous matters, very few examples of it in Scripture : The ince- 
ſtuous Corinthian Hymenns and Alexander, ſcarce another clearly expreſt. 
The Apoſtles being fully guided by the Holy Ghoſt in all things, did ex- 
erciſe this power-{ingly elves; but the ſucceeding. Biſhops, hi viög 
not the Spirit of char full meaſure, uſed the aſfiſtance.of the principal Clet- 
gy in the Dioceſs, that the act might be more ſo'emn and authentick ; 
the perſon excommunicated , if he conceived the act injurious , appealed 
to one or more neighbouring Biſhbps, who aſſembled together, and diſ- 
cuſſing the matter. either confirmed or reverſed the AR; as they foundcauſe. 
And ſometimes the matter proceeded fo far as to.cavſe an Aſſembly of the 
whole Province. But each Brſhbp,or-Zrepoſiric (as St Cyprias calls him, 
and declares, that he) was abſolute in his own Dioceſs to exerciſe his power, 
nd none condemned for uſing it, but only for abuſing it contrary to rea- 
ſon and conſcience; theſe were the only rules they proceeded by at firſt, 
Afterwards when Biſhops on this or other occaſiom met in Aſſemblies 7 
vincial 
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vincial or General, they made it divers Canons, which paſſed for Rules and 
Lzw to govern the Church by, which doubtles are very good belps to 
brizle the extravagant paltions of prriicular Meo, very apt in this cor- 
ru/tage to ſ revarieite; yet I cannot conceive the ſo far obligiog but 
new emergent c ircumttances my juſtly cauſe new and. different decrees ; 
yet ſo, as every pirticular Biſhop is obliged for peace ſake to ſubmit to, 
or at leaſt to acquieſce in the General Decree of that Nation where he 
lives, [| ſaid, They are not bound intirely to ſubmit to the Decrees-of 
former Councils, either Provincial or General; becauſe, I have ſhewed 
hefore, all their Decrees are humane, not Divine; and all humane Eccle- 
ſinſtical Laws are alterable, according to the time and occaſions by other 
General Courcils, 
As to the bounds of each Biſhops Dioceſs, they were occaſioned by ſeve- 
ral wayes: The Apoſtles for the better ſpreading of the Goſpel, Preach't ic 
firlt in the principal Cities which generally had L gar influence ugon the 
adjacent parts, by reaſon that the occaſions of molt call them thither; and 
in theſe Cities they ſetled the chief Paſtors of the Church, with Power 
to Ordaia Presbyters and Paſtors in other leſſer Cities ard Towns round 
about, as the Congregations of the Faithful encrea ſed; and all thoſe Chur- 
ches that were Erected, and Paſtors eſtabliſh't in them by cheſe Apoſtolick 
Men in the chief Cities (1 humbly conceive in reverence of their worth and 
Apoſtolick Authority) were freely obſervant and ſubjeR to them, hich 
afterwards out of cuſtom, grew into a kind of right challenge by their 
ſucceſſors. Sometimes the authority of the Paſtor-or Biſhop of a City was 
enlarged according to the temperal authority of the ſame, irbeing the Me- 
tropoſitan ot this or that Country; for ſo I find in the Councilof Nit. 
wh other Councils, the chiefeſt and largeſt Authority given to the Biſhop 
of old Rame becauſe it was the firſt _— A Conſt antineple us the 
ſecond Imperial City, to Ale xaudter as the c ity of that part of Africa, 


bief 
to Antioch, Jeruſalem, Epleſau, Corinth, Philip, &c. where you ſee that 
though 7er»ſalem were the firſt City from whence the Goſpel-iſſued forth, 
Antiech the ſecond City where the Goſpel was planted, and where the 
Faithful were firſt called Chriſtians; yer Rome, 2 and Alexau - 
dria were preferred before him, and had far larger Juriſdiction ; ſo that 
ir is a meer humane temporal matter, and Men have no farther obligation 
to it in conſcience, than for Peace. ſake and Order, which in like manner 
obliges every Man to be ſubjeR to all Magiſtrates within their reſpeQive 
Juriſqictions. 

There are yet two things more to be conſidered in this buſineſs. Firſt, 
Where the Apoſtles firſt planted the Goſpel in Cities with authority oyer 
the adjacent parts, it was in rich popular. Countries, where Cities were 
much nearer together than in th:ſe Northern parts, and the circuit of each 
' City was mucli leſs in cœmpaſs, ſo that the Biſhop might well * in- 
ſpection 
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ſpe ion idto all, and underſtand the behaviour of each Paſtor unde. fin 
to admoniſh and thaſtiſe when there was cauſe. Whereas with us p rily 
by great Ciſtance of Cities, partly by the favour of former Princes, ſeveral 
] owns being caſt into one Dioceſſes, they became ſo larg :, as lis im poſſible 
any one Biſhop ſhould have a ſufficient inſpection in them. As If id 
before of great Pariſh es {0 here of Dioceſſes, the Biſhop knows not the 
names nor faces of half, or a quarter of them, much leſs their bebavivur 

he may bave as well a pirtof Frexce in his Dioceſs to govern And as or 
their Trienial and Circuity Vilitations, they ligoifie juit nothing as to 


Chancellors, Regiſters, cc. the Biſhop indeed uſually makes a S e ch unto 
them, and a Sermon is Preach't by ſome ode of them, wherein p rchince 
d Admonitions are given; hut whit knowledge can th: Bifho\ by this 
ve of cheir lives, or docteine, or diligence ? If h: continue long there 
he may learn a few more names or face, ſcarce any thing more. 1 humbly 
conceive this oug t to be addreſſed, and the Dioceſs brought into that com- 
paſs,rhat each Biſhop may be a Biſhop in Government, as will as in Title 


and Authority over then, But if the Dioceſs be divided leſs, and Biſhops 


more encreaſed, where ſhall we have maintenance for ſo many Biſhops, ſome 
having too little already ? Whenever I ſhall ſee the Clergy of this Nation 
Congregated by his Majeſties Authority,reſolved in good earneſt to reform 
and eſtabliſh-all according to the holy Conſtitutions of the Primitive Times, 
and come to this laſt mentioned, contracting the bonds, and in number 
encreaſing the Dioceſſes, and Biſhop: for them, 1'le undertake to propoſe 
wayes both rational «and conſcientious of providing convenien: mainte- 


nance for all; but ] deſire to be excus d at preſent, leaſt greedy Harp es 


make ill uſe of my zealous intentions, 

And ſo I proceed to conſider a ſeeond abuſe in Church Government, 
which is, Exempt 
and brought in by Papal Tyranny. The Popes at the height of their uſurp-d 
dominion, taking upon themſelves to be head of the Chriſti an Churches, to 


be the Univerſal Biſhop thereof, and all other to be bu: their Curate, cook - 


then upon them alſo among other matters, to exempt from the power cf 
any their under Biſhops. whomſoe ver they 
have the more Creatures and Vaſfils immediatly depending on th m ineve- 
ry Kingdom and Nation, to ſtickle for them with Kings and Princes on all 
occ?lions, did for the moſt part exempt all Mon iſteries (wo with their 
near Relitions and Tenants made a great part ofthe Kingdom) from the 
Joriſdiction of the Biſnop, they exempted alſo ſeveral Deans and Chapters, 
ſeveral peculiar Chapels, ſeveral Arch-Deacons, and other, and fome of 


theſe were endowed with Archiepiſcopal Juriſdiction in their Precincts, 
wherein they ated whatever they p.caſed, without conttoul of any but 
their Pope · ſnips: All which.wou'd have appeared a confuſed madneſs in 

l Pri 


this, tis a meer money bulinefs to pay procurations to the Biſhops, fees to 


Juriſdictions, a thing altogether unknown to Antiquity 


pleaſed. And ont of policy to 


— — 


(54) 
Primitive times, when for any perſon to have been out of the Juriſdi&ion 
of all Biſhops, was to have been quite out of the Church, and would bave 
been lookt upon asa Heathen and Infidel, according to the primitive pra- 
Cticein all Ages, till Papal uſurpation. And therefore all theſe Exempt 
Juriſ/1tions are meer Papal, and iſ duely examined, will be found oppoſite 
to the eſtabliſhed Lyws o: the Kingdom lince the Reformation from Pope- 
ry, as they are directly oppoſite to the Primitive Canons of the Church * 
fore Popery was known or heard of, And by reaſon of theſe Exempt Ju- 
riſdictions great diſputes and great frauds ariſe between the Biſhop and 
the, and the poor Clergy are ſo pill d and poll'd by them both, that they 
are forc'd to go inthread-t-are Coats, whilſt the ſeveral Officers of both 
grow fat and fair by fees extracted from them. Wherefore I bumbly con- 
ceive the Biſhops, with the reſt of the Clergy are bound in conſcience to 
implote Aſſiſt ance of both Houſes of Parliament to Petition his Majeſty for 
the redreſs of theſe abuſes by Pious Laws, Setling the Church Govern- 
ment in the Primitive purity and authority, which moſt evidencly was ve- 
ry great, and as greatly reverenced ; Biſhops being the perſons co whom 
Chrilt and his Apoſt: es committed the Souls of Men, bought with the pre- 


cious blood of Chriſt, to whom be g ory, and to his holy Spouſe the Church, 
be all Sacred Authority for ever. Amen. 


A Charitable Admonition to all 
Non- Conformiſis. 


A & beloved in Chriſt, you ſee how earneſtly I have pleaded for you 
to the Fathers and Governours of our Church, that they would gra- 
ciouſly condeſcend to aboliſh ſome Ceremonies in the Church, that theymay 
receive you into it; but yet I bave no great hopes that they will hearken 
to me, you your ſelves for whom I plead. deſtroy my hope; for they pre- 
ſently daſh me in the teeth, ſaying, Go rather and perſwade the Sons in duty 
to ſubmit to their Fathers, then Fathers to yield to Sons, and can you de- 
ny but of the two you are rather to ſubmit ? You think to excuſe this by 
faying, Were it not againſt your Conſcience, you would ſubmit, but you dare 
not for fear of diſplealing God, his holy Word forbids you; I beſeech you 
ſhew me in his holy word any one clear ſentence, againſt any one Ceremony 
cm nanded in out Church; you ſee plain'y Iam not biaſt to any one Ce- 
F e remony. 


_— : 
' Tad 1 am ſure? have read the Scripture all over ſeveral tines * 
i conceive tis no pride of heart, if I think I underſta 
re well as you; and for my part I cannot finde any one condemn- 
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to theſt deluſions of 'a mitten ſpirit, Hutnillity” and Obe- 
lence are evident marks of the'Spitit; Tears of me. ſaith Chriſt, Aan. 1 1. 
29.for I am tek i lowly in Heart: Grd ro erVths proud wid giverh grace 


to the humble, Wherefore I beſeech you, firſt, put on the Lord Jeſus withal 
humility, that he may give you the grace of his holy Spirit, to diſcern clear 
Truths, from conceitedfancical errors, Secondly, I beſeech you conſider 
whether of the two it be not ſafer to erre in the way of Humility , then 
do erre in the may of Pride, which makes it doubly damnable , void of all 
excuſe, (I ſay this becauſe you think or pretend to think our way erron+- 
ous, not that I have any ſuch 1 or doubt) whereas the Humble Soul 
hath great excuſe to plead; and i Waben a multitude of Sins, ſure 


Humility will cover ſome 30 Sul clothed with Humility can't eafily be 
diſpleaſing to our bumble Saviour + but cl ich pride, can ſcarce be 
acceptable, but rather hateful , like the proud Phariſee , with all his nu- 
merated Virtues; and my Brethren, tie moſt evident your ſpirit fa- 
yours ſor ewhat of the Phariſee , magnifying your amn. holineſs , and 
deſpiſing all others as Publicans and Sinners, and re cop:mun - 
on with them; whereas the Holy of Holies, our Lara jeſus, choſe chcifly 
to converſe with ſuch ; really I can't ut inł yyar ca e very dangerous 
on this account only, were there no more to accuſe you of. Thirdly, I be- 
ſeech you to conſider the great miſchief you bring upon this Church and 
Nation by your ſeparation from the Church: You pretend to be — = 
R Telets 


— 
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Laos againſt Popery , and yet give me leave to fay , Your indiſcreet dif. 


obedient Zeal mainly brings it in.; your ſeparation, and many followi 
diviſions, ha ve canſed 1 our church and turn to Popery, — 
doubtleſs you are to give an account to God for the ruine of thoſe Souls; 
for I can never yield that you have any reaſonable and true conſcientious 
capſe of ſeparation, . but meerly miſtaken-reaſori and conſcience , which I 
much pity , but no way apfrove, and therefore I muſt Jay the advance of 
Poperꝝ to your charge, to your ſeparation, for I am ſire tis the main ſnare 
wherewith they catch unſtable Souls, perſmaging them our Church is nor 
aided by the Spirit of Truth, ſecing it is confounded by the ſpirit of divi- 
3 i: cannot be of God who is both Verity ang Unity. Now. heugh it 


* 


be well known to the Learned, that, their Church bath neither Veri 
nor Unity, yet this is not diſcernable to weak Souls, eſpecially here in this 
Country, where their Church is under a doud , and therefore their fout 


nothing ſo viſible as abragd, where it walks bare. ſaced, but are here 
* Pricfs cither wich great configence deny d, or wich great 


diſguiſed. Wherefore again I moſt earneſtly and moſt humbly beſcecd 0 
| Pg ſake, ppt on our Lord Jeſus in humility and obedience , Fabie- 
ting your ſalxes to tbe Ordinances of thoſe Superiors and Powers which 
— 1 12 and if out of meer 1 oe once you 
m, though you were guilty of ſome .crtor in (1 am conf 
dent there is none, yet were it ſo ) my Soul for yours, that guilt ſhall ne- 
ver belaid to rn 1008 Saviour, and moſt merci - 
fol Judge Chriſt Jeſus dur Lord, to whom be all Honour and Glory ſor 
ever Awen, - 


FINIS. 
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